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Leading museums join campaign
to save Oldham’s historic mosaic

London’s world-famous V&A and Imperial War
Museums have lent their support to a campaign to
save a ‘dazzling’ post-war artwork that adorns the wall
of a closed Oldham church. The Crucifixionmural by
George Mayer-Marton sits on the wall of the Church of
the Holy Rosary in Oldham and is currently being
assessed for listing by Historic England. Conservation

charity SAVE Britain’s Heritage has previously
expressed fears that the artwork risks vandalism, theft
or demolition as the church has remained closed since
2017. Tristram Hunt, director of the V&A Museum,
describedThe Crucifixion as a work of historical
importance and “dazzling beauty”.  
Full story, see pg 12

Churches facing ‘an
impossible dilemma’
amid public calls for
them to close again 
Michael Winterbottom
Despite public worship being allowed
under the new lockdown rules, there
is growing unease across faith com-
munities over the dangerously in-
creasing Covid-19 infection rate with
a number of churches and cathedrals
closing their buildings to communal
worship.

Churches had been faced with an
“impossible, unfair and unsustainable
dilemma”, and critical public health
decisions had, in effect, been out-
sourced to local churches, the Angli-
can  Bishop of Burnley, the Rt Rev’d
Philip North tweeted last week. 

One-in-30 Londoners is said to have
the virus, which prompted the Mayor
of London, Sadiq Khan, to ask
the Prime Minister to close places of
worship immediately. He declared a
“major incident” in the city last week.

The chair of London Councils, Geor-
gia Gould, has also requested volun-
tary closure of places of worship. 

In a letter to faith leaders, she ac-
knowledged that this was “not an ask
we are making lightly, given the crucial
role faith plays in our community and
the comfort and belonging communal
worship provides at this difficult time”.

Directors of public health in the
north west of England have also ad-
vised all faith communities to pause
communal prayer and worship during
the lockdown. Dr Sakthi Karunanithi,
director of public health for Lancashire
County Council, said: “We know that
there are significant infection risks,
just from people socialising before
and after worship, and that many
people who tested positive for Covid
haven’t shown any symptoms. 

“While we can’t require faith com-
munities to do this, we are asking
everyone to make this temporary
change to protect each other.”

Eleven mosques in Pendle suspend-
ed all congregation prayers at the
weekend. The new variant is increasing
the seven-day infection rates by more
than 250 per cent in some local au-
thority areas in the region.

Government guidance for places of
worship, updated last Monday, did
not request closure. 
Continued on page 2

Pressure
grows on
worship
as virus
cases soar
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Continued from page 1
But in reiterating the important role

places of worship played in providing
spiritual leadership and bringing com-
munities and generations together,
the Government’s latest guidelines
emphasised that their communal na-
ture made some participants partic-
ularly vulnerable to the spread of
coronavirus.

It said: “The Government continues
to work with its places-of-worship
task force and faith leaders to renew
and amend this guidance as necessary
in line with the changing situation,
and to enable the safe opening of
places of worship for as broad a range
of activities as possible.

“It advises where possible, when
visiting a place of worship, you should
stay local and avoid travelling outside
your local area, meaning your village
or town, or part of the city. . .  this is
now one of the very few legal exemp-
tions that allow larger numbers of
people together. 

“It is therefore crucial that places
of worship and those attending com-
ply with the law and the Covid19 Se-
cure guidance.”

Bishop John Sherrington was one
of many Catholic clergy to defend
keeping churches open, however,
pointing to the “vital link between
prayer and action” as he stressed the
key role churches play in supporting
people during the lockdown.

The Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster
said that as well as making a significant
contribution to the personal resilience
and inner strength of people, churches
also act as hubs, where essential sup-
port is offered to the most vulnerable
people, including the hungry and the
homeless.

“The safety of our churches has
been affirmed by Public Health Eng-
land (PHE) in its current advice,” Bish-
op Sherrington said. “This is publicly
recognised to be the result of the great
efforts made by many people in the
implementation of procedures man-
dated by PHE and thereby establishing
the necessary conditions within
churches for their safe use.”

He also noted that “our churches
are making a significant contribution
to the personal resilience and inner
strength of people which is much-
needed at this time.” 

“Many are hubs from which essen-

tial support is offered especially to
those most in need, extending well
beyond the faith communities which

use them. This includes the regular
provision of food; the care of the
homeless; and being a place of peace
and reflection (which is safe) for many
whose living conditions are very lim-
ited. This will become more appreci-
ated as the programme of vaccination
increases. The vital link between prayer
and action is important to maintain
this service,” Bishop Sherrington
stressed.

He pledged that at this phase of
the pandemic, which is causing alarm
and fear, Catholic churches will “ex-
ercise their role with increased dili-

gence to ensure continuing safety and
service.”

“Our clergy will ensure that all are
aware that there is no duty or respon-
sibility to come to church and com-
municate to all there is no obligation
to attend Mass on Sunday,” he said. 

“They will review, in each local area,
the provision offered by the church
in order to ensure that the highest
standards of safety are maintained.
This will include a review of the role
of stewards, the provision of additional
social distancing, a review of cleansing
routines, and consideration of the

personal circumstances of the priest(s)
and people. 

“On this basis there will be a local
evaluation and decision about the
possible reduction in the times of
opening and the frequency of com-
munal worship.”

He acknowledged the higher levels
of fear and anxiety which the new
strain of the virus has prompted, but
it was also important “to recognise
that isolation is having a profound
detrimental effect on people and that
the role of churches in easing that
isolation in ways which are safe and
supportive has been recognised as a
positive and beneficial contribution
to the common good.”

A  spokesman for the Archbishop
of Westminster, Cardinal Vincent
Nichols, said it was important to re-
member that that the latest judgment
of central Government is that churches
are safe. “Our responsibility is to follow
public health guidance, as set by cen-
tral government, and make places of
worship as safe as possible,” he said.
“This we have done, following strict
guidelines on the wearing of face
masks, social distancing and consis-
tent cleaning.

“Furthermore, the Government
recognises that the regular practice
of faith in God is a well-established
source of personal resilience and ded-
icated service to those in need.  

“There is no evidence that churches
are places where infection is spreading.
We will continue to abide by the public
health guidance and work with gov-
ernment to ensure the continued safe-
ty of all who come to our churches
for prayer and public worship.”

Pressure grows as virus cases soar

Northern Ireland’s main church denominations
have voluntarily ceased public worship until
early February after Church leaders said they
recognised “the very serious position Northern
Ireland is in due to Covid-19.”

In person gatherings for worship, along with
most other church gatherings ceased at
midnight on 7th January until 6th February.
The Catholic Church, Church of Ireland and
Presbyterian churches have all issued
statements confirming the move and the
Methodist church also confirmed that it is
halting public services.

Harun Khan, the secretary general of the
Muslim Council of Britain, said some mosques
in England had voluntarily suspended
communal activities in recent weeks “out of
precaution” and many Muslims had taken
individual decisions regarding the risks of
going their mosque to pray.

Mosques should take “tremendous care in
choosing to remain open to the public”, and
should provide online services and prayers for
individuals staying at home, he added.

Qari Asim, the chair of the Mosques and
Imams National Advisory Board, said:

“Voluntary closure of mosques should be
considered where risk assessments suggest
that remaining open will pose a serious risk to
the wellbeing of worshippers. Preservation of
life is an important Islamic principle … None
should feel pressured to attend a mosque
during this pandemic.”

The Board of Deputies of British Jews said
synagogues must be “meticulous” in following
Covid guidelines.

Last month, one in three United Synagogue
communities said they were closing amid
concerns over the virus spreading.

Main picture: Westminster
Cathedral Covid measures
Below, the Auxiliary Bishop of
Westminster, John Sherrington. 
Photos: Mazur/
catholicchurch.org.uk 

Northern Ireland sees voluntary end to public worship
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Crossed POs and cheques should be sent and made 
payable to: THE LITTLE WAY ASSOCIATION
Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common,
London SW4 0PR (Registered Charity No. 235703)  
Tel. 020 7622 0466.www.littlewayassociation.com
I enclose £ ..................................to be allocated for:-
£............. SICK, HUNGRY AND DEPRIVED
£............. NEEDS OF MISSIONARIES
£............. MASS OFFERINGS (Please state no.…......…)
£............. LITTLE WAY ADMIN. EXPENSES
Name (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss)          
(Block letters please)

Address

Children under the age of five are dying from malnutrition and vitamin deficiency
The pandemic is stretching the already-
limited resources of missionaries
working with the poor. The Sisters of
Charity of St Vincent De Paul write to
The Little Way Association from north-
eastern India: “Covid means that people
are completely depending on the St
Vincent Health Centre which we
established in 2015 in Darenchigre.
Patients are suffering from anaemia,
jaundice, typhoid, diarrhoea,
malnutrition, calcium and iron
deficiency, and many children below the
age of five are dying. We are unable to
provide better medical care and
treatment due to the lack of finance and
the other issues like lack of medical
equipment and oxygen supply monitors in emergency situations.”

“Please can you help us?”
The sisters work in one of India’s poorest regions, where the people scrape a living from subsistence-
agriculture. The health centre was intended just to provide first aid but people from 20 villages have
come to use it as their principal medical facility. The sisters urgently ask for funds for vitamins, diagnostic
equipment and treatment for those suffering from various dietary deficiencies.

The sisters conclude their letter: “We earnestly ask you to participate in
this humble effort to offer our medical support to the
people in need. With a prayer that God will bless all your
endeavours and bring to fruition all your charitable works.” 
Your donation to the Little Way Association’s fund 
for the sick, hungry and deprived will go, without
deduction, to help hard-pressed establishments 
such as the St Vincent Health Centre.

To donate online go to: www.littlewayassociation.com
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YOUR GIFT CAN HELP BRING MEDICINE 
TO SOME OF INDIA’S POOREST PEOPLE

The Little Way
Association
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One of the Sisters of Charity and grateful patients 
at St Vincent Health Centre, north-eastern India.

The Bishop of Plymouth has urged
his flock to “dig deep within ourselves
and in our faith” during the next
months.  

Recognising a certain weariness in
himself and in others at the recent
announcement of a new national lock-
down, Bishop Mark O’Toole never-
theless expressed gratitude to the Gov-
ernment for allowing the ongoing cel-
ebration of public Mass. He said that
the Government recognised “the cen-
tral place that places of worship have
in the life of our country. They are
vital for our spiritual and personal
wellbeing.” 

Bishop O’Toole indicated that “our
worship of God, in turn, is a source
of strength and spiritual energy for
our continued service of others”.

Commenting on last week’s Solem-
nity of Epiphany, the bishop recog-
nised the “painful gift” of Myrrh which
the wise men brought to Jesus, a
recognition that “this child would par-
ticipate fully in the reality of our hu-
man mortality. He, too, would expe-
rience death.” 

He urged all to ponder this in order
“to continue to work with those close
to death, to give them and their loved
ones, hope in a time of darkness”. 

He commented, too, that the gold
that was brought to Jesus as King, is a
reminder to us today, “that we need

to put our countries resources in these
months, at the service of those most
in need”.

Bishop O’Toole encouraged people,
to continue “to pray deeply; to find
silence to be with God, who makes
sense of all our struggles”.  “Every
faithful thing we undertake in this
time, for the love of God and of our
neighbour, will bear fruit in ways be-
yond our understanding”, the bishop
said, “even if the reality of that is ‘hid-
den with Christ in God’,” he urged.     

Recognising that this year was ded-
icated “to St Joseph, the great protector
and defender of Jesus and Mary, in
times of crisis, it is to Him”, the Bishop
entrusted all.

The Bishop of Shrewsbury has wel-
comed the Government’s recognition
of public worship in the national lock-
down as “essential” to the life of society
and has urged the faithful to avoid
any complacency in implementing
safety measures.

In a pastoral letter read at all Masses
in the Shrewsbury Diocese on Sunday
10th January, Bishop Mark Davies en-
couraged parishioners to see the wear-
ing of face-coverings, hand sanitising
and careful social distancing as ex-
pressions of their love for God and
for each other.

Continued diligence in observing
rigorous precautions against the
spread of the coronavirus remained
crucial for public safety and the con-
tinuance of public worship into the
seasons of Lent and Easter, the bishop
said. 

The bishop thanked the clergy, vol-
unteers and all who had helped to
implement the measures that have
enabled churches to remain safely
open, but warned that this did not
mean parishes had returned to normal
and told worshippers that they shared
a serious responsibility to help ensure
the highest standards of Covid security
were maintained. 

“We recognise the seriousness of
our responsibility to help ensure the
continuance of public worship and
the safety of all. I ask you not to
assume we have yet returned to ‘nor-
mal life’ in our parishes; nor to give

way to any sense of complacency, es-
pecially while a new variant of the
virus is spreading rapidly.”  

“The continuance of public worship
into Lent and Easter will, in large
measure, depend on our vigilance
and all our efforts to follow the meas-
ures which have already made our
churches among the safest places in
society.”

He said: “We continue to see how
these demands call us to a refinement
of charity. Requirements as strange –
yet now so familiar – as social dis-
tancing, hand sanitising in church
and wearing face coverings can serve
as expressions of our love for our Lord
and our love for the Mass, which con-

tinues to be publicly celebrated be-
cause of the careful fulfilment of such
duties.

“If we ever feel fatigued in carrying
out these requirements, let us renew
them with love. At the end of the
Christmas celebration, let us also do
so with our gaze fixed on the Holy
Eucharist.

“Not a few may ask why churches
remain open when other activities
are prohibited; and some will question
why worship remains the only legally
permitted public gathering. Yet, we
know that worship is not only a fun-
damental freedom: it is our primary
human vocation. In short, worship is
what we were made for.” 

The Bishop of
Shrewsbury, Mark
Davies, reopens the
cathedral doors
following the initial
lockdown.

Bishop issues warning to
follow all the virus rules

Weary flock told to dig
deep to beat Covid crisis

Extra support to help protect rough
sleepers and renters from the effects
of Covid-19 has been announced by
the Communities Secretary Robert
Jenrick.

Councils have been asked to help
accommodate all those currently
sleeping rough and ensure they are
swiftly registered with a GP, where
they are not already. This will ensure
they can be  protected from the virus
and  contacted to receive vaccinations.

Councils will also be asked to  reach
out again to those who have previously
refused help, given rising infection
rates and the colder winter months.

Renters will continue to be sup-

ported during the new national re-
strictions, with an extension to the
ban on bailiff evictions for all but the
most egregious cases for at least six
weeks – until at least 21st February –
with measures kept under review.

Communities Secretary, Rt Hon
Robert Jenrick MP said: “At the start
of this pandemic we made sure that
the most vulnerable in society were
protected. This winter, we are con-
tinuing in this vein and redoubling
our efforts to help those most in need.

“Our ongoing Everyone In initiative
is widely regarded as one of the most
successful in the world, ensuring
33,000 people are safe in accommo-

dation. We are now going further and
focusing on GP registration of rough
sleepers.

“We are also extending the ban on
bailiff evictions – helping to protect
the most vulnerable renters.”

Court rules and procedures to sup-
port both tenants and landlords will
remain in place and reviewed. The
courts will continue to prioritise cases,
such as those involving anti-social
behaviour, illegal occupation and per-
petrators of domestic abuse in the
social sector.

Landlords continue to be required
to give six-month notice periods to
tenants until at least 31st March except
in the most serious  circumstances.

Councils will work with local health
partners to ensure those sleeping
rough are able to access the Covid-19
vaccine in line with the priority groups
outlined by the Joint Committee on
Vaccination and Immunisation. Vac-
cines will be administered through a
GP or by other means if mainstream
provision is unsuitable.

Jon Sparkes, Chief Executive of Cri-
sis, said he was grateful for the moves
“which will save lives.” Making sure
people are registered with a GP so
they can quickly access the vaccines
was crucial, he added. 

GP access for rough sleepers
will save lives, says charity

The Bishop of Plymouth, 
Mark O’Toole.
Photo: Mazur/
catholicnews.org.uk.
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CCLA Investment Management, a spe-
cialist manager for charities, churches
and local authorities, is launching a
Catholic Investment Fund on 1st  April.
The fund will be open to charities in-
cluding Church organisations, Catholic
charities and independent schools. 

It has been created in response to
demand from investors to support
sustainable development and adopt
a faith-consistent investment policy
that aligns with the teachings of the
Church as well as activities that seek
to deliver positive, sustainable change.  

The fund’s investments will be over-
seen by the Faith-Consistent Invest-
ment Committee whose members will
be appointed from Catholic religious
orders, organisations and charities.  

One of the founding members, Rev-
erend Canon Christopher Thomas
(Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Eng-
land and Wales) said:  “I am pleased
to support CCLA’s Catholic Investment
Fund. The teaching of Pope Francis
through his encyclical letters Laudato
Si’ and Fratelli Tutti clearly directs us
to ensure that financial investment
and our national and global economy

must reflect care for the human person
and care for our common home. 

“As such, all financial decisions
should have these two goals firmly in
the mind of decision makers. 

“By creating a fund that reflects
Catholic social teaching and ensures
that we look not only at disinvestment
but delivering positive social and en-
vironmental change, CCLA will assist
Catholic organisations to achieve their
goals, which are not limited to finan-
cial return, but promoting and sup-

porting the Common Good. I welcome
this new initiative warmly.”

As a specialist in ethical investing
with active ownership engagement
programmes, CCLA is committed to
driving positive change and already
manages funds for a number of reli-
gious and faith-based organisations
including Catholic dioceses, charities
and schools intent on aligning invest-

ments with values.
Peter Hugh Smith, CCLA’s Chief Ex-

ecutive, said: “We were established to
serve religious organisations, charities
and local authorities and our guiding
principles have always been founded
in responsible investment. By aligning
its investment selection with Catholic
social teaching, the Catholic Invest-
ment Fund reflects our long history
of generating collective action on issues
related to social justice.  

“We firmly believe that investment
markets and the companies that are
traded on them, can only be as healthy
as the communities that support
them.   As we look to the future, we
encourage the investment industry
towards harnessing its influence to
promote the Common Good.”

Active in protecting human dignity,
well-being, and the environment,
CCLA’s initiatives include mobilising
the investment industry to address
issues such as modern slavery, raising
awareness of the importance of mental
health in the workplace and taking a
leadership role in spearheading the
investment sector’s response to cli-
mate change.

• For more details see
www.ccla.co.uk

New investment fund promises 
ethical options for Catholics
New fund offers faith-consistent policies that
aligns with the teachings of the Church 

‘Investments 
must reflect care for 
the human person 
and our common home’
Rev Canon Thomas

The Catholic bishops of England and
Wales have appointed Dr Edward Mor-
gan, a barrister and an international-
ly-respected expert in Canon Law, to
oversee the establishment of a Na-
tional Tribunal Service as part of wide-
ranging development of Church safe-
guarding structures and processes.

The National Tribunal Service,
among the first of its kind for the
Church worldwide, is to be established
following the 2019-2020 Elliott Review
into safeguarding practices and
processes within the Catholic Church.

Dr Morgan’s legal practice has for
many years included the conduct of
regulatory and canon law cases. He
is a Visiting Professor of Canon Law
at the Catholic University at Leuven,
Belgium, where he teaches at post-
graduate and doctoral level, and a
Fellow of the University of Cardiff
Centre for Law and Religion.

The National Tribunal Service will
deal principally with regulatory cases,
including clergy discipline. Providing
a centralised process of adjudication,
it will seek to address concerns of in-
terested parties with enhanced trans-
parency and due process, and will
provide the Church with ways to cul-
tivate an internal professional regu-
latory body for the clergy. It will also
deal with clergy discipline and inves-
tigate misconduct.

With the approval of the Holy See,

its rules of procedure will enable the
National Tribunal Service to undertake
this work on behalf of all of the bish-
ops.

Dr Morgan said: “I am very pleased
to be entrusted with this work. Having
contributed to the Elliott Review as a
member of a working committee, I
recognise that the National Tribunal
Service has a central role to play in
the Church’s continued commitment
to safeguarding, ecclesial discipline
and accountability.

“The decision of the Bishops’ Con-
ference communicates the individual
and collective resolve of the bishops
to deliver on this commitment.”

The Archbishop of Liverpool, Mal-
colm McMahon, Vice-President of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Eng-
land and Wales, said: “We are fortunate
indeed to have secured the services
of an expert of the calibre of Dr Mor-
gan. 

“This is important work in the de-
velopment of safeguarding in the
Catholic Church and we are grateful
for his commitment to the project.”

Dr Edward Morgan 
is a respected
barrister and
Canon Law expert
and is ‘the ideal
choice to head the
Church’s tribunal’ 

Nick Benson
A mystery collection of human bones
have been discovered during building
work at a Catholic monastery in
Leicestershire.

The discovery came earlier this
month when a builder pulled away
bricks from a wall at Mount St Bernard
Abbey near Coalville.

The abbey has revealed that an ex-
amination of the bones showed they
were not ‘real’ but from an anatomical
display, with some being numbered
and wired together. Mount St Bernard
Abbey is a Roman Catholic monastic
community founded in 1835.

The builder had been replacing a
ventilation brick on the chapter house,
which dates back to 1860, when he
discovered a cavity in the wall that

was filled with bones.
‘On removing some of them it soon

became apparent, to his shock, that
they were human bones,’ the abbey
explained on Facebook. 

‘On closer inspection it could be
seen that they had been used for an
anatomical display as some of them
were wired or screwed together and
numbered.’

The abbey contacted the police and
after a thorough assessment of the
situation they were satisfied that the
were bones connected with educa-
tional or medical purposes and were
not connected with any crime. 

‘We were given leave to bury them
and we decided to replace them where
they were, as they had been there for
160 years. We will put a small memorial

there to mark the place and hold a
simple religious service,’ the abbey
said.

However, the abbey also noted that
a mystery still surrounds the bones,
as it is not clear what they were doing
there or who put them there and
when.

‘There are no records in the abbey
archives of anything like this. One
theory is that perhaps at the time of
the construction of the chapter house
we were contacted by an educational
institution or hospital who no longer
had any use for the bones asking if
we could suitably bury them and it
was decided the chapter house would
be a good place for them, even though
we have a proper cemetery in the
grounds,’ the abbey said.

Canon Law expert
to head Church’s
tribunal service

Mystery of bones in abbey wall

The bones discovered
in the wall.

Photo courtesy of
Mount St Bernard
Abbey/Facebook.

HSBC in dock
over climate
change policy
The Jesuits in Britain are one of 15
institutional investors with a com-
bined US$2.4 trillion in assets under
management that have filed a climate
change resolution at HSBC, alongside
117 individual shareholders.

The resolution calls on HSBC to
publish a strategy and targets to reduce
its exposure to fossil fuel assets, start-
ing with coal, on a timeline consistent
with the Paris climate goals.

Br  Stephen Power  SJ, who
manages  Jesuits  in Britain’s ethical
investment strategy, said: “The Jesuits
in Britain have banked with HSBC for
many years and it’s time it joined the
growing social movement to safeguard
the future of our younger generations. 

“Echoing Pope Francis’ appeal to
companies to move from fossil fuels
to renewable energy, we are simply
asking HSBC to encourage the com-
panies it supports financially to move
towards a low carbon economy. 

“In a year when COP26 will hope-
fully accelerate action towards the
goals of the Paris Agreement, we are
asking – as an institutional investor –
for HSBC to at least show its concern
to work for the fulfilment of the Paris
goals and to publish its progress to-
wards that.”
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Introducing the  
Catholic Investment Fund

There is an urgent challenge to protect our common  
home and care for our global family. We believe we can 
support sustainable and integral development in the world 
by investing responsibly and acting collectively to bring 
about positive change.

“I am pleased to support CCLA’s Catholic 

Investment Fund.

The teaching of Pope Francis through 

his encyclical letters Laudato Si’ and 

Fratelli Tutti clearly directs us to ensure 

that financial investment and our national 

and global economy must reflect care 

for the human person and care for our 

common home. As such, all financial 

decisions should have these two goals 

firmly in the mind of decision makers.

The Catholic Investment Fund is available for investment to registered charities.

Image courtesy of Koestler Arts. Nebu Eye, HM Prison Nottingham, Ed King Silver Award for Painting.

CCLA is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

TO FIND OUT MORE

Join us online at 11am on

• Wednesday 13 January or

• Tuesday 26 January

Register at ccla.co.uk/events

By creating a fund that reflects Catholic Social 

Teaching and ensures that we look not only 

at disinvestment but delivering positive social 

and environmental change, CCLA will assist 

Catholic organisations to achieve their goals, 

which are not limited to financial return, but 

promoting and supporting the Common 

Good. I welcome this new initiative warmly.”

Reverend Canon Christopher Thomas
General Secretary of the Catholic Bishops’  

Conference of England and Wales, and member of 

the fund’s Faith-Consistent Investment Committee

Simon Caldwell
The UK should “forsake” its nuclear
arsenal and spend the money it saves
on helping the poorest people of so-
ciety, Catholic bishops said.

In a English and Scottish bishops
said the UN Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons offered an op-
portunity to build peace through di-
alogue rather than the threat of mutual
destruction.

They said that the treaty, which was
signed by 122 countries in 2017 and
will come into legal force on 22nd
January, was an “historic milestone
on the path to nuclear disarmament”.

The treaty creates a legally binding
instrument for the prohibition of nu-
clear weapons with a view to their
total eradication.

Britain has not signed the treaty.
Other countries with nuclear arsenals
– Russia, the US, China, France, Israel,
India, North Korea and Pakistan –
have also not signed.

The bishops said in their joint state-
ment that the treaty could serve to
help countries “refocus on genuine
peacebuilding rooted in dialogue, jus-
tice, respect for human dignity, and
care for our planet”.

“We urge support for the treaty and
repeat our call for the UK to forsake

its nuclear arsenal,” said the statement
signed by the Bishop of Clifton, Declan
Lang, chair of the International Affairs
Department of the Bishops’ Confer-
ence of England and Wales; the Bishop
of Galloway, William Nolan, repre-
senting the Commission for Justice
and Peace of the Bishops’ Conference

of Scotland; and the Auxiliary Bishop
of Birmingham, William Kenney.

“The resources spent on manufac-
turing, maintaining and upgrading
these weapons of mass destruction
should be reinvested to alleviate the
suffering of the poorest and most vul-
nerable members of our society, for

the common good of all peoples,” the
statement said.

“At the same time, we implore the
government to strengthen its arms
control regulations, tackling the man-
ufacture and sale of other weaponry,
which continues to destroy so many
lives throughout the world,” the bish-

ops added.
The UK’s nuclear arsenal is limited

to the Trident warheads carried on
four Vanguard-class strategic nuclear
submarines based at Faslane Bay on
Gare Loch in the west of Scotland.

One of the submarines is always at
sea, ensuring that the UK has the ca-
pability of firing a nuclear missile at
any time.

In 2016, despite objections from
the Catholic Church, politicians in
London voted to replace the fleet with
Dreadnought class submarines, which
will come into service in 2028.

Bishops urge UK to axe its nuclear
weapons and fund society’s poor

Crew members from the HMS
Vengeance, a Royal Navy Trident

ballistic missile submarine, stand on
their vessel as they return to the
Faslane naval base near Glasgow. 

Bishops have issued a joint statement
calling upon the UK government to

scrap the country’s nuclear weapons. 
Photo: David Moir, Reuters.

https://www.ccla.co.uk/events/upcoming
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Morriss

Covid has laid bare how some
struggle with uncertain times

Over the past ten months, the word
“uncertainty” has cropped up time
and time again across the news
and social media worldwide. The
pandemic has created uncertainty
in nearly every aspect of daily life.

This is not only down to worries
over exposure to Covid-19 and ac-
cess to medical care, but also con-
cerns about the stability of the econ-
omy, job security, the availability of
food and household supplies – and
even when to book a holiday. 

We have needed to adjust and
readjust our behaviour continually
in response to changing risks and
government guidelines.

My research focuses on ‘intoler-
ance of uncertainty’ – when uncer-
tainty leads to high levels of distress.
Recent research has highlighted that
intolerance of uncertainty is likely to
play a key role in our mental health
as we cope with the pandemic. 

Understanding how we respond
to uncertainty may help us alleviate
some of the mental strain of the
pandemic.

Uncertainty makes it difficult for
us to predict what decisions to make
and how to act. For this reason, it is
common to find uncertainty upset-
ting, confusing and frustrating.

But some people tend to find un-
certainty particularly distressing and
challenging to cope with. They
worry excessively over what will
happen, as well as avoid situations
with uncertainty. Ultimately, this
distress makes good outcomes less
pleasurable and bad outcomes more
stressful.

Intolerance of uncertainty can be
found within many different mental
health issues. These include anxiety,
mood, post-traumatic stress, eating
and obsessive-compulsive disor-
ders.

The pandemic has introduced an
unexpected new level of uncertainty
into all our lives. The obvious down-
side is that uncertainty on such a
mass scale will likely lead to greater,
more intense and generalised un-
certainty distress in people with pre-
existing mental health conditions. It
may also generate further new
cases in people who are vulnerable
or at risk of developing mental

health conditions due to their cir-
cumstances.

People are now relying on mental
health services more than ever. It is
likely that this increased demand on
mental health services will continue
over the next couple of years at the
very least.

Learning to cope
But the pandemic has presented

an opportunity to raise awareness of
uncertainty distress and how to best
cope with it in the general popula-
tion. Experimental research suggests
that individuals with higher self-
reported intolerance of uncertainty
may benefit from clearer safety in-
formation and more experience of
uncertainty.

It’s important to learn that uncer-
tainty doesn’t always mean that
something bad will happen – and it’s
possible that current psychological
therapies that aim to change core
beliefs could be modified to target
uncertainty distress.

So how do we apply this research
to our experiences of uncertainty
during the Covid-19 pandemic and
beyond? Uncertainty is a complex
beast and may manifest itself in
many different ways – but there are
some things we can do to manage it.

Mental health professionals have
suggested a number of different
steps that can help. First and fore-
most, we can recognise that uncer-
tainty is an inevitable part of life and
we should take the time to acknowl-
edge how it makes us feel.

Second, we can think about
whether minimising uncertainty is a
realistic or useful goal. For example,
in relation to the pandemic, we can
reduce some uncertainty related to
Covid-19 transmission by following
the Government guidelines as best
we can – while recognising that
there are other aspects that are out
of our control.

We can also challenge our uncer-
tainty tolerance by expanding our
comfort zone at our own pace. For

instance, you could try ordering
food from a new restaurant or watch
a film that you know nothing about.

Encouragingly, the pandemic has
spurred researchers and mental
health professionals to band to-
gether in exploring potential solu-
tions for uncertainty distress man-
agement.

At this stage, it is hard to measure
what the impact of sustained uncer-
tainty on such a global scale will be.
For instance, we may end up with a
global generation of people who are
accepting of uncertainty – or who
find uncertainty intolerable.

For now, we will just have to mon-
itor the situation, apply what strate-
gies we can and prepare ourselves
for the endless outcomes and possi-
bilities.

Jayne Morriss is a Senior
Postdoctoral Research Fellow in
Psychology, University of Reading
This article first appeared on
www.theconversation.com
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We’re still here for
you every week!

The coming week will see a further
increase in two major advances in
the fight against Covid. First, the
expansion of mass testing which is
intended to help key workers stay
one step ahead of the virus, and
the opening of more NHS hubs to
administer the vaccine. 

Community testing will be of-
fered to all – not just those with
symptoms – with local authorities
encouraged to prioritise those who
cannot work from home. It is
thought that one-in-three people
may have Covid without showing
any signs of the virus. Some will
still be travelling and interacting
with others because they cannot
do their jobs at home; many are
essential workers.

Mass lateral-flow testing is ideal
for those in the food, retail and
manufacturing sectors, where em-
ployees have to be on site. Those
of us who can stay indoors in front
of a computer owe such people a
debt of gratitude. All avenues that
can enable them to keep working
must be explored.

The development most likely to
help in this endeavour is the vac-
cine, however, and the experience
of the next few weeks will deter-
mine whether Boris Johnson’s
pledge of administering 13 million
doses by mid-February is achiev-
able. At the moment, 200,000 jabs
are being given each day, but there
will need to be well over two mil-
lion a week to hit the target. It is
good to see the involvement of
Boots in this programme and the
decision to allow all high street
pharmacies to help is welcome. In
such an emergency no offer of as-
sistance should be ignored, for this
must surely be a national effort.
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Blasphemous
show wrong,
admits RTE
Ireland’s state broadcaster RTÉ has
admitted that a blasphemous satirical
sketch depicting God as a rapist ‘did
not comply’ with its own standards
and broader regulations, and has of-
ficially apologised.

Its editorial board accepted that
the sketch had failed to comply with
the provisions of the Broadcasting
Act 2009 and its own code of conduct
in relation to material that causes
‘undue offence’. 

It also failed to comply with the
BAI Code of Programme Standards
regarding ‘due respect’ for religious
beliefs or the RTÉ Journalism & Con-
tent Guidelines regarding sensitivity
to people’s religious beliefs.

RTÉ said it had made ‘a voluntary
disclosure of non-compliance to the
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland and
would also ‘request the Editorial Stan-
dards Board to review the processes
involved in the broadcast and
report on same’.

It has remove dthe sketch from its
catch-up service, the RTÉ  Player,  and
says it will broadcast ‘a statement and
apology, with due prominence, ac-
knowledging this sketch did not meet
the standards expected of the national
broadcaster’.

RTÉ said it views satire as an im-
portant part of the offering to its au-
dience. However, satire must still ad-
here to its own standards and those
set out in the Broadcasting Act 2009
and the BAI Codes. 

“We accept the findings of the Edi-
torial Standards Board that this sketch
was not compliant with our own
guidelines or with our obligations un-
der the relevant codes,” said Dee
Forbes, the Director General of RTÉ.

“On behalf of RTÉ, I fully apologise
for that. We will now review the
processes involved and engage con-
structively with the BAI.”

As reported in last week’s Catholic
Universe, the controversial mock news
report, which was produced by satir-
ical news website Waterford Whispers
News, was broadcast on the channel
during a New Year’s Eve countdown
programme.

It featured a man in a white robe
with white hair and a long white beard
being dragged away from a courthouse
and into a police vehicle while the
voiceover of a ‘newsreader’ is heard
saying: “In another shocking revelation
this year, God became the latest figure
to be implicated in ongoing sexual
harassment scandals.”

Former RTÉ News anchor Aengus
Mac Grianna, who provided the
voiceover, has since apologised for
the part he played in the sketch.

Following the airing of the sketch,
the Primate of All-Ireland and Arch-
bishop of Armagh, Eamon Martin,
condemned the sketch, branding it
“deeply offensive”, “blasphemous” and
“insulting to all Catholics.”

An post has issued a new stamp mark-
ing the 150th Anniversary of the Dis-
establishment of the Church of Ireland. 

bu”PÉ€I ÉNJ ‘Év| “”Éw“| o nfÉhkÉT qhszx‘w
Vermillion Design, features an image
of the sun, moon and stars stained-
glass panel in the Cathedral of Saint
Fin Barre in Cork City.

The Church of Ireland was officially
disestablished on 1st January 1871,
meaning it was no longer tied to the
Church of England or to the State.
Disestablishment, along with Home
Rule and the Land Act, was part of
British Prime Minister William Glad-
stone’s efforts to deal with ‘the Irish

question’ as it removed the status of
a state Church that had commanded
the allegiance of only a minority of
the population.

The Most Revd Dr Michael Jackson,
Church of Ireland Archbishop of
Dublin and Bishop of Glendalough
welcomed the new stamp saying: “Dis-
establishment has enabled the Church
of Ireland to be free to shape its own
future. 

“Today’s Church of Ireland wants
to invest the energy of that freedom
in the life of today’s Irish society.
“When the Irish Church Act 1869 dis-
solved the union between the Church

of Ireland and the state,
an early strategist of the
disestablished church said
that the Church of Ireland
was ‘free to shape her fu-
ture course, independent
of state control’ and focus
on its own personal and
spiritual mission. 

“It has enabled the
Church to find afresh its
independence and mission, conferred
freedom for laity and clergy to develop
a synodical way of life and under-
standing and to engage with confi-
dence with those of other traditions”.

The Sun, Moon and Stars
panel is one of the 74 win-
dows in St Fin Barre’s Cathe-
dral featuring the   water-
colour paintings of William
Burges, who was awarded
first prize in the architectural
competition to rebuild the
cathedral in 1863,  and Ho-
ratio Walter Lonsdale. 

The image was repro-
duced by the kind permission of the
Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral.
The stamp and a special First Day
Cover envelope are available at  an-
post.com/shop.

New stamp commemorates C of I ‘independence’

Loyalist threats won’t stop me
supporting victims – Foster

Glasgow Celtic has condemned
“vile” anti-Semitic abuse directed to-
wards its Israeli midfielder Nir Bit-
ton.
Bigoted fans targeted Bitton and

his family online following the star’s
red card in Celtic’s recent 1-0 defeat
to Old Firm rivals Rangers.
The club said it had forwarded the

“vile content” to the police and of-
fered its full support to Bitton.

“Everything should be done to
identify those responsible and that
all appropriate action should be
taken,” the club said in a statement
“Nir Bitton and his family have our
full support.
“Let us be very clear, those respon-

sible for such vile comments do not
represent Celtic or its supporters.”
It comes only weeks after Celtic

manager Neil Lennon expressed his

shock at the racist abuse directed at
Kilmarnock manager Alex Dyer.
Dyer received the abuse following

a 2-1 home defeat to Livingston at
Rugby Park on Boxing Day.
Kilmarnock has condemned the

“disgusting act”, while Police Scot-
land are investigating DNA swabs
from the letter.
Describing Dyer as “one of the

best football men I know up here”,
Lennon, a Catholic, said: “I think it’s
shocking that a guy of his calibre and
standing has to put up with any sort
of racism.
“I know him personally, he is one

of the best, a great football guy.”

Northern Ireland’s First Minister Arlene
Foster has insisted that loyalist para-
military threats will not deter her from
supporting innocent victims across
the country.

Her comments came as part of a
strong response to a threat she re-
ceived from the South East Antrim
Ulster Defence Association, a group
with a history of intimidation and
racketeering.

Mrs Foster said the threat was issued
due to her support for the family of
47-year-old murder victim Glenn
Quinn, who was beaten to death by
paramilitaries in Carrickfergus in Co
Antrim in January 2020.

The DUP leader said she was “dis-
gusted” by the threat but insisted it
would not stop her work in supporting
victims.

“They will not deter me in the work
that I do in supporting innocent vic-
tims right across Northern Ireland,”
she said. “It’s long past the time for
these people to have left the stage.”

She said her thoughts and support
remained with the Quinn family, who
bravely stood up to continued intim-
idation.

“I’m disgusted by it,” she said. “The
family of Glenn Quinn have had this
threat visited upon them now since
last year, since he was brutally mur-
dered. They have suffered a campaign
of intimidation and harassment.

“Obviously, because I said during
his anniversary that people should
come forward with information to
the police about his murder, they have
now decided to threaten me as well.

“This threat is simply reflection of
what an innocent family have faced
for so long now.”

Mrs Foster said there must be no
place for such behaviour in any free
society and everyone must stand
against criminal gangs which continue
to operate within the community.

Fellow political leaders across Stor-
mont rallied to the First Minister’s
defence, echoing her sentiments.

DUP MP Gavin Robinson said:
“Everyone will stand with the First

Minister and particularly with the
Quinn family in the face of such
threats. It is important that we all
continue to shine a light on such
groups who exist for nothing more
than their own criminal purposes.”

Ulster Unionist leader Steve Aiken
branded the threat against Mrs Foster
“abhorrent”, adding that his party
“fully supports” Arlene Foster in facing
down these threats.

SDLP leader Colum Eastwood said:
“The threats against Arlene Foster

made by the South East Antrim UDA
are reprehensible. No-one should have
to live under the threat of violence.

“It doesn’t matter what banner they
operate under, what their motivation
is or who they think they’re serving,
the faceleses thugs who have exerted
paramilitary influence in our com-
munities need to go away for good.

“The PSNI needs to disrupt and
dismantle these gangs. They have no
place in our society and it is far beyond
time that they were taken apart.” 

‘They will not deter me in the
work that I do in supporting
innocent victims right across
Northern Ireland or indeed
any of the work that I do’

Celtic slams fans behind anti-Semitic slurs

Full support has
been voiced for
Israeli midfielder 
Nir Bitton
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At first sight recent car sale figures
showing a shift to electric cars
would seem to be good news. Yes
there is still need for more charge
points to plug them into but there
still remains the question of
where does the electricity at the
plug point come from, and then
we’re back to issues of the whole
national grid distribution system
and power station capacities and
use of renewable energy sources.

Moreover, the environmental
cost of producing batteries is rar-
erly factored in and 90 per cent of
electric car batteries are currently
made in China. Similarly, few con-
sciously texting, tweet or sending
Facebook ‘likes’ or Instagram
posts pause to reflect on the
amount of traditional energy that
these activities actually consume.
It is now estimated that social me-
dia communications consume
more energy and thereby generate
more CO2 than traditional manu-
facturing processes. The global
communications industry now
consumes 10 per cent of global
electricity and produces 50 per
cent more greenhouse gases than
the aviation industry. 

As the global geopolitics turns
to China it is worth noting that
most of the production and sales
of the rare metals, especially
cobalt and lithium, are mined in
China which also now owns and
controls much of the extraction
in Africa and elsewhere; these rare
metals are vital components in
electric cars, computers, mobile
phones, solar power equipment
and robots. Rare metals are the
new ‘oil reserves’ and their extrac-
tion processes in places such as
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo are labour intensive, dan-
gerous and polluting. Towns next
to rare metal lakes in China are
known locally as ‘cancer villages’.
In other words when we enquire
deeper about our resources and
processes we uncover a dark side
of digital technologies and clean
energy. It is something well docu-
mented by Guillaume Pitron in his
book, The Rare Metals War.

There are no easy or surface
quick solutions here but we do
need to make sure we don’t short
circuit the problems and short
change what Pope Francis insists
are our priorities  of “care for the
earth and care for the poor”. 

The chastening saga of asbestos
serves as a warning that what
started out as attempts at protec-
tion from fire turned into a dan-
gerous harmful substance. 

As we all know, asbestos devel-
oped into a shocking industrial
and commercial cover-up in
which lives were discarded and
sacrificed to preserve business
profits. Asking the background
questions and raising concerns
now means building a better, safer
world.

John 
Battle

Was it a coup? No, but
the siege on Congress
was the election
violence created by a
fragile democracy, say
Clayton Besaw and
Matthew Frank

Did the United States just have a
coup attempt?

Supporters of President Donald
Trump, following his encouragement,
stormed the US Capitol building last
week, disrupting the certification of
Joe Biden’s election victory. Waving
Trump banners, hundreds of peo-
ple broke through barricades and
smashed windows to enter the
building where Congress convenes.
One rioter died and several police
officers were hospitalised in the
clash. Congress went on lockdown.

While violent and shocking, what
happened on 6th January wasn’t a
coup. This Trumpist insurrection
was election violence, much like the
election violence that plagues many
fragile democracies.

What is a coup?
While coups do not have a single

definition, researchers who study
them – like ourselves – agree on the
key attributes of what academics
call a “coup event.”

Coup experts Jonathan Powell and
Clayton Thyne define a coup d’etat
as “an overt attempt by the military
or other elites within the state appa-
ratus to unseat the sitting head of
state using unconstitutional means.”

Essentially, three parameters are
used to judge whether an insurrec-
tion is a coup event:

1) Are the perpetrators agents of
the state, such as military officials or
rogue governmental officials?

2) Is the target of the insurrection
the chief executive of the govern-
ment?

3) Do the plotters use illegal and
unconstitutional methods to seize
executive power?

Coups and coup attempts
A successful coup occurred in

Egypt on 3rd July, 2013, when army
chief Abdel Fattah al-Sisi forcefully
removed the country’s unpopular
president, Mohamed Morsi. 

Morsi, Egypt’s first democratically
elected leader, had recently over-
seen the writing of a new constitu-
tion. Al-Sisi suspended that, too.
This qualifies as a coup because al-
Sisi seized power illegally and intro-
duced his own rule of law in the
ashes of the elected government.

But coups don’t always succeed in
overthrowing the government.

In 2016, members of the Turkish

military attempted to remove
Turkey’s strong-man president,
Reçep Erdogan, from power. Sol-
diers seized key areas in Ankara, the
capital, and Istanbul, including the
Bosphorus Bridge and two airports.
But the coup lacked co-ordination
and widespread support, and
it failed quickly after President Erdo-
gan called on his supporters to con-
front the plotters. Erdogan remains
in power today.

What happened at the US Capitol?
The uprising at the Capitol build-

ing does not meet all three criteria of
a coup.

Trump’s rioting supporters tar-
geted a branch of executive author-
ity – Congress – and they did so ille-
gally, through trespassing and
property destruction. 

So that’s categories #2 and #3,
check.

As for category #1, the rioters ap-
peared to be civilians operating of
their own volition, not state actors.
President Trump did incite his fol-
lowers to march on the Capitol

building less than an hour before
the crowd invaded the grounds, in-
sisting the election had been stolen
and saying “We will not take it any-
more.” This comes after months of
spreading unfounded electoral lies
and conspiracies that created a per-
ception of Government malfeasance
in the mind of many Trump sup-
porters.

Whether the president’s motiva-
tion in inflaming the anger of his
supporters was to assault Congress
is not clear, and he tepidly told them
to go home as the violence escalated.
For now it seems the riot in Wash-
ington DC, was enacted without the
approval, aid or active leadership of
government actors like the military,
police or sympathetic GOP officials.

American political elites are
hardly blameless, though.

By spreading conspiracy theories
about election fraud, numerous Re-
publican senators, including Josh
Hawley and Ted Cruz, created the
conditions for political violence in
the United States, and specifically
electoral-related violence.

Academics have documented
that contentious political
rhetoric fuels the risk of election-re-
lated violence. Elections are high-
stakes; they represent a transfer of
political power. When Government
officials demean and discredit dem-
ocratic institutions as a simmering
political conflict is underway, con-
tested elections can trigger political
violence and mob rule.

So what did happen?
The shocking events of 6th Janu-

ary were political violence of the sort
that too often mars elections in
young or unstable democracies.

Bangladeshi elections suffer
from perennial mob violence and
political insurrections due to years
of government violence and opposi-
tion anger. Its 2015 and 2018 elec-
tions looked more like war zones
than democratic transitions.

In Cameroon, armed dissidents
perpetrated violence in the 2020
election, targeting government
buildings, opposition figures and in-
nocent bystanders alike. Their aim
was to delegitimize the vote in re-
sponse to sectarian violence and
government overreach.

The United States’ electoral vio-
lence differs in cause and context
from that seen in Bangladesh and
Cameroon, but the action was simi-
lar. The US didn’t have a coup, but
this Trump-encouraged insurrection
is likely to send the country down a
politically and socially turbulent
road.
Clayton Besaw is a Research
Affiliate and Senior Analyst,
University of Central Florida.
Matthew Frank is a Master’s
student in International Security,
University of Denver.

A Trump supporter
carrying a
Confederate flag
walks through the
lobby of the Senate
after breaking in to
the Capitol building

US democracy left at risk as 
attack on Capitol Hill ushers in
a new age of political tension

Paradoxes 
of justice



News

09The Catholic Universe | Friday 15th January 2021

Citizens Advice is seeing a surge in
the number of people it is helping
who have No Recourse to Public Funds
(NRPF) during the pandemic.

The past nine months has seen a
91 per cent year-on-year increase in
the levels of advice given on NRPF,
and it is helping one person every 11
minutes with an NRPF-related issue. 

Key issues for those who cannot
claim welfare benefits include the
cost of self-isolating, debt – especially
rent arrears – and the rules around
redundancy. People with NRPF status
are disproportionately likely to work
in sectors worst affected by the eco-
nomic crisis 

The majority of people coming for-
ward for advice are from Black, Asian
or minority ethnic backgrounds. 

Many migrants could face depor-
tation if they become homeless after
a change to the Immigration
Rules. Two-thirds of those needed ad-
vice were concerned about rent ar-
rears, eviction or homelessness. In
2019 just six per cent of enquiries
were on housing issues. 

Changes to the immigration rules
mean rough sleeping is now grounds
for refusal or cancellation of permis-

sion to stay in the UK.
At least one-fifth of rough sleepers

in temporary accommodation – and
up to half in London – due to the
‘everyone in’ scheme are people with
NRPF.

Migrant workers are disproportion-
ately likely to be employed in sectors
worst affected by the economic crisis,
including hospitality; admin and sup-
port services; and transportation and
storage. 

While evictions had been paused
during the pandemic, they were due
to restart in the new year until the
Government recently announced an
extension on banning evictions until
at least 21st February. However, Citi-
zens Advice warned that illegal evic-
tions have been taking place through-
out the pandemic.

Alistair Cromwell, acting chief ex-
ecutive of Citizens Advice, said: “De-
spite measures put in place to support
people affected by NRPF, we’re con-
tinuing to see increases in the numbers
seeking our help. No-one should be
left without access to support or face
the prospect of losing their leave to
remain to be in this country because
they lose their home.”

The UK public is acting more
kindly as a result of events over the
last 12 months, according to
findings from a new poll.
In a poll by Savanta ComRes,

people said their behaviour had
changed since the pandemic. When
asked to think about certain kind
gestures towards other people, 27
per cent say they are writing more
notes to people they don’t see often
and 25 per cent are saying hello to

strangers in the street more than
they did before.
People’s compassion stretches

further than the UK, with two-fifths
(41 per cent)  saying they worry
about what is happening in the
world more than before Covid,
compared to just nine per cent who
say they worry less. 
When broken down further into

age categories, 18 to 24-year-olds
have the highest percentage of

increased worry at 46 per cent,
compared to 45 to 54-year-olds at
37 per cent.
Respondents were also more

likely to say they feel events in
other parts of the world affect them
and that they care more about
people outside the UK more than
before (26 per cent and 19 per cent
respectively) than less than before
(13 per cent and 14 per cent
respectively).

We’re getting kinder – and it’s
all thanks to the pandemic

Deportation
fears drive rise
in advice calls Volunteers drawn from central London

Catholic churches manned the
Trafalgar Square Refreshment Hub for
the homeless earlier in the pandemic
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We want to hear your views on the big Catholic issues. 
Write to: Joseph Kelly, Editor, The Universe, Universe Media Group Ltd, 

2nd Floor, Oakland House, 76 Talbot Road, Manchester M16 0PQ 
E-mail: joseph.kelly@thecatholicuniverse.com.  

Please keep letters concise; we reserve the right to edit. 

A local authority at the centre of a
row over allegedly sectarian street
names paid out £78,000 to staff who
launched employment tribunal cases,
some after receiving anti-Catholic
abuse, research by the Daily Record
has revealed.

East Dunbartonshire Council paid
out the cash to settle the tribunal
cases since 2016, a freedom of infor-
mation request by the newspaper re-
vealed.

Workers union GMB said 15 of its
members were victims of anti-Catholic
abuse, as well as comments about
sexuality and disability.

Manager William Hendry, 50, who
ran the Hilton depot in Bishopbriggs,

was convicted of religious bigotry at
Airdrie Sheriff Court in December
2013 after making a sectarian remark
while he was employed at North La-
narkshire Council.

Despite telling a colleague the depot
would be more efficient if it did not
employ Catholics and that Irish im-
migrants should go home, Hendry
managed to keep his job before he
landed a new role with East Dunbar-
tonshire Council.

However, staff there also raised con-
cerns about his conduct in 2018 and
were paid further compensation after
signing non-disclosures.

The revelation comes as anti-bigotry
campaign group Call It Out has urged

East Dunbartonshire Council to re-
move the word ‘Taig’ from two streets
in Kirkintilloch, near Glasgow, as it is
considered a derogatory term for
Catholics.

However, as previously reported by
The Catholic Universe, officials said
Taig Road in Waterside was named
in honour of Councillor Nathaniel
Taig in 1946 and the neighbouring
Taig Gardens was built in the early
2000s.

Call It Out, which was set up in
2018 to campaign against anti-Catholic
Bigotry and anti-Irish racism in Scot-
land, has vowed to appeal to the Scot-
tish Government if the council refuses
to remove the term.

Police arrest Ferrier for
breaching Covid rules
A suspended Catholic SNP MP who
attended a church service after de-
veloping Covid-19 symptoms has been
arrested by police and charged with
breaching regulations on coronavirus.

Police Scotland said Margaret Fer-
rier, 60, had been charged “in con-
nection with alleged culpable and
reckless conduct” for allegedly failing
to observe the regulations limiting
travel and social contact.

The SNP withdrew the whip from
the Rutherglen and Hamilton West
MP in October after she admitted
breaching the rules – saying she was
“very sorry” for her mistakes.

A spokeswoman for the force said:
“We can confirm that officers today
arrested and charged a 60-year-old
woman in connection with alleged
culpable and reckless conduct.

“This follows an investigation by
Police Scotland into an alleged breach
of coronavirus regulations between
26th and 29th September 2020.

“A report will be sent to the procu-
rator fiscal; we cannot comment any
further.”

In October the Metropolitan Police
said they would take “no further ac-
tion” against the MP following an in-
vestigation.

As reported by The Catholic Universe
at the time, Ms Ferrier developed
coronavirus symptoms and took a
test on Saturday, 26th September.

She breached rules by travelling to

London the following Monday and
taking a train back to Scotland on the
Tuesday after receiving a positive re-
sult.

The Daily Record reported that Ms
Ferrier attended a Mass at St Mungo’s
Roman Catholic Church in Townhead,
Glasgow on Sunday 27th September.

She is said to have given a gospel
reading from the altar.

At the time, the Archdiocese of Glas-
gow said: “For the good of the whole
community, it is important that any-

one who is required to self-isolate
does so in accordance with the Gov-
ernment’s guidance, so anyone in that
situation should not attend Mass.

“It is disappointing if this has not
happened but we would like to reas-
sure people that we fulfil all the Gov-
ernment and church guidelines.”

The church’s website also stated at
the time that public Mass was limited
to 50 people and those who are shield-
ing, self-isolating or feel unwell should
not attend.

Margaret Ferrier pictured
campaigning with Scotland’s
First Minister and SNP leader
Nicola Sturgeon (right) in 2019

Council in sectarian street name 
row in new anti-Catholic scandal

Leader of the House of Commons,
Jacob Rees-Mogg, has been defended
for attending a Latin Mass after a re-
ports criticised him for crossing coro-
navirus tiers to do so.

Mr Rees-Mogg was spotted attend-
ing the service at St Mary’s Catholic
church in Glastonbury, Somerset, on
Sunday 3rd January. The church is 15
miles from his home in West Harptree
and at the time, prior to the current
national lockdown, was in a Tier 4
area, while his home was in Tier 3.

Fr Bede Rowe, of St Mary’s Church,
confirmed that Mr Rees-Mogg attend-
ed Latin Mass, adding: “We are not
allowed to speak to people before or
after Mass due to the diocesan guide-
lines. All I know is that our churches
are open and people can attend Mass.”

However, while Fr Rowe did not
question whether it was appropriate
for Mr Rees-Mogg to attend the serv-
ice,  the politician has been criticised,
with some in the media arguing that
the Government’s guidance states that

while people are allowed to attend
church in Tier 4 areas, they should
not travel between tiers.

However, a spokesman for Mr Rees-
Mogg defended the MP, saying: “Jacob
regularly attends the only old rite
Mass available in the Clifton diocese
which meets his religious obligations.”

Jacob Rees-Mogg: 
Defended despite 
crossing Covid tiers 
to attend Latin Mass 

Rees-Mogg crossed Covid tiers for Latin Mass

Concerns as police
take law too far
It was with a deal of discomfort
that I read a recent statement from
the police saying that the public
should stop looking for loopholes
in coronavirus laws. 

The law is the law, so we should
tread very carefully when the po-
lice start to suggest that a breach in
the spirit of the law is as serious as
actually breaking the law.

Individual freedom and demo-
cratic accountability are already at
risk during this pandemic and we
should all be alert to any further
unnecessary erosion.
Toby Stevens, 
Lytham St Annes.

BBC over the mark
with morgue report
To achieve balance when reporting
news is not an altogether easy
matter. We are confronted daily
with grim television visuals of hos-
pital wards full of victims and their
nurses. On Sunday (10th January),
however, the BBC took the utterly
macabre step of giving a tour of the
inside of a temporary mortuary.

Editors of news programmes
should be more responsible than
to compete in a race to ramp up
horrors and have a thought for the
mental health of many people al-
ready frightened by this pandemic.
Richard Guise
Bristol

Vaccination gap in
Israel’s approach
Israel, currently in its third national
lockdown, is championing the
globe with its strategic roll-out 
approach of vaccinations and in-
deed, could be the first country in
the world to steam ahead of the

coronavirus.  
Vaccination began on 19th De-

cember to about 150,000 people
per day and in less than three had
seen 15 per cent of its population
vaccinated with the first two doses
of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. By the
end of January a quarter of its citi-
zens should be out of danger and
free from the misery and restraint
which the coronavirus has brought
to the world. Full credit to Israel; it
has certainly focused on the job at
hand and got it done.

It is, therefore, extremely disap-
pointing that, at the date of writing,
over five million cash-strapped
Palestinians living in the Israeli 
occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip are currently ‘left out’ of a
single vaccination.  

Without getting too political 
Israel claims not to be responsible
for Palestine’s healthcare and, of
course, Israel naturally has a re-
sponsibility to primarily protect its
own with a population of about
nine million people. Nevertheless,
I would like to quote American
novelist, Jack London: ‘A bone to
the dog is not charity. Charity is the
bone shared with the dog, when
you are just as hungry as the dog.’

Sadly, accountability is rare
these days, in every walk of life, but
it does come to everyone eventually.
Joanne Doherty
Ashton in Makerfield 

Poor mark for
Williamson
Education Secretary Gavin William-
son asked parents to ‘report’
schools to Ofsted if they failed to
offer in-depth online lessons to
their children. Okay, will do, but to
whom do I report Mr Williamson
for being a rubbish Education 
Secretary?
Rob Cutler, Poynton 

Are you buying your weekly
Universe from a newsagent?

Subscribe now and you’ll pay 
just £1.94 a copy, not £2.40!

Place your direct home subscription order now ...
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Our Lady of Fatima made her first 
appearance to three shepherd 

children in Fatima, Portugal.
Starting on May 13, 1917, and 

monthly through October 13, they 
saw the Virgin Mary, “brighter 
than the sun, shedding rays of 

light clearer and stronger than a 
crystal goblet filled with the most 

sparkling water and pierced by 
the burning rays of the sun.” 

She spoke to them.
She warned them of the perils to 

come to the world.

Our Lady 
Of Fatima

St John Paul II
gave the bullet from 
his his assassination 
attempt to the Shrine 

of Our lady of 
Fatima... the bullet 
sits in the crown of 
the statue today.

Your chance to purchase 
a beautiful, hand crafted 
white resin statue of 

STRICTLY LIMITED 
OFFER ORDER NOW!

To order online visit :
www.thecatholicuniverse.com/fatima

To order by cheque or PO please send a cheque or PO for 
£39 with your full name, phone number and details to

The Universe Media Group, 2nd Floor, Oakland House 
76 Talbot Road, Manchester M16 OPQ. 

To order by credit card please call
0161 820 5722 and give your card details

* Statue is 10.5 inches high

Go to: www.thecatholicuniverse.com

Why not visit our exciting new online shop 
today ... for other offers and exclusive gifts !

£39
 incl P&P

Still got the decs up? That’s just like 
your ancestors, says English Heritage
Have you noticed some of your neigh-
bours have been a little slow taking
down their Christmas decorations this
year?

In the middle of a new lockdown,
many people have decided to keep
the bright lights up for longer than
usual to bring a little extra cheer
during these dark winter months.

But according to English Heritage,
they are actually following in the foot-
steps of their medieval ancestors, who
would leave festive adornments until
Candlemas – 2nd February.

Falling exactly 40 days after Christ-
mas, Candlemas – the Feast of the
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary
– was observed as the official end of
Christmas in medieval England. 

The date itself was a great feast day
and is so called because candles to
be used in churches in the coming
year would be blessed on that day.
There were also candlelit processions
in honour of the feast. 

Evidence that decorations were kept
up until the evening before Candlemas
is well documented, with Christmas
cribs in many churches until Candle-
mas, and their removal at this time is
described in an early 17th-century

poem by Robert Herrick.
Dr Michael Carter, English Heritage’s

senior properties historian, said: “In
the Middle Ages, houses would be
decorated with greenery for the Christ-
mas season on Christmas Eve day.

“The feast of Christmas started at
around 4pm on Christmas Eve and
continued until the Epiphany on 6th
January. But the Christmas season ac-
tually continues through to Candlemas
on 2nd February so there’s no real

reason why you should take your dec-
orations down earlier.

“The tradition that it is bad luck to
keep decorations up after Twelfth
Night and the Epiphany is a modern
invention, although it may derive from
the medieval notion that decorations
left up after Candlemas Eve would
become possessed by goblins!”

He added that “we certainly deserve
to keep the Christmas cheer going a
little longer.” 

Britain is still a Christian country, the
majority of Brits have said.

Over half of Brits (56 per cent), in-
cluding non-Christians and those with
no religion, as well as the majority of
Christians, agreed that the UK is a
Christian country, a new study found.

YouGov says seven in ten (69 per
cent) British Christians agree, as well
as half of non-Christians those who
are not religious (49 per cent).

Young Britons are less certain, how-
ever, with 41 per cent saying it is a
Christian country, 39 per cent say it
isn’t. 

Older Britons are more likely to
consider the nation Christian, with
53 per cent of those aged 25-39, 59
per cent of those in their 40s and 50s,
and 61 per cent of those aged 60 and
above.

The YouGov study investigated the
opinions and attitudes of the UK pub-
lic about Christianity and religion,
with a focus on the perceptions and
practices regarding Christmas and
Easter.

It found that while the majority of
Britons believe their country is Chris-
tian and celebrate both Christmas
and Easter, most do it in a secular
way rather than religiously, with many
combining the two aspects.

When it comes to Christmas, six in
ten of those who celebrate (61 per

cent) say they celebrate it as a com-
pletely secular event. For three in ten
(31 per cent) it’s a combination of re-
ligious and secular. Just four per cent
of Britons say they celebrate Christmas
purely as a religious event.

When it comes to the motivations
for celebrating Easter, here too it is
primarily secular. The majority of
those who observe Easter (56 per cent)
say they do so in an entirely secular
way. Only 10 per cent say they do so
in an entirely religious fashion, while
29 per cent combine the two.

While going to church used to be

commonplace at Christmas and East-
er, few Britons do so now. Only 22
per cent go to church at Christmas,
while 15 per cent do so at Easter.

Nearly nine in ten Britons (86 per
cent) say they celebrate Christmas,
while just over half (54 per cent) cel-
ebrate Easter. Just one in ten celebrate
neither of these holidays.

When it comes to the question of
what they think the most important
Christian holiday is, for half of British
Christians it’s Easter.

Overall, those in their forties and
above  give more importance to Easter
than Christmas.

However, more specifically, when
it comes to the importance of Christian
religious holidays for those who cel-
ebrate them, Christmas comes first.

Amongst those who celebrate
Christmas, half (50 per cent) say it is
‘very important’ and a further 38 per
cent say it’s ‘somewhat important’ to
them. One in eight who celebrate
Christmas (12 per cent) say it isn’t
important to them.

When it comes to Easter, a quarter
of those who celebrate (25 per cent)
say it’s a very important event for
them and for four in ten (41 per cent)
it’s ‘somewhat important’. However,
a third (33 per cent) don’t give any
importance to this holiday despite
celebrating it.

The pope has ignored
English Heritage advice,

sadly, and has taken
down his tree from 

St Peter’s Square

Public still thinks UK
is Christian – but its
youth are losing faith

https://thecatholicuniverse.com/fatima
https://thecatholicuniverse.com/shop/
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V&A and Imperial War
Museums describe
‘dazzling’ artwork as
key legacy of UK’s
post-war revival 
Nick Benson
Leading museums and galleries
have backed a new campaign to
save a nationally significant artwork
that sits on the wall of a redundant
Oldham church.

The Crucifixion mural by artist
George Mayer-Marton was created
on the wall of the Church of the Holy
Rosary in Oldham in 1955. It is cur-
rently being assessed for listing by
Historic England.

Conservation charity SAVE
Britain’s Heritage has previously ex-
pressed fears that the artwork risks
vandalism, theft or demolition as
the church has remained closed
since 2017. As previously reported in
The Catholic Universe, the charity
has been backing calls to rescue the
artwork and wrote to Historic Eng-
land last year, urging them to rec-
ommend it was listed.

Now a number of national muse-
ums and galleries, including the
renowned V&A Museum in London,
have backed the campaign to save
the mural.

Tristram Hunt, director of the V&A
Museum, described The Crucifixion
as a work of historical importance
and “dazzling beauty”.

“The V&A regards The Crucifix-
ion… to be a remarkable example of
post-war mural art and the revival of
the mosaic in Britain,” he said. “It is
also emblematic of the influence of
European emigre modernists on
British art.”

He added: “A powerful interpreta-
tion of a common religious subject,
it is a work of considerable impor-
tance for the history of British mod-
ernism… far from a slavish imitation
of the art of the past, his interpreta-
tion of Christian iconography in a
modernist idiom is one of dazzling
beauty. 

“It is also testament to the enlight-
ened post-war ecclesiastical com-
missions of the Catholic Church
awarded emigre artists from central
Europe.”

The Victoria Gallery in Liverpool
holds 20 of Mayer-Marton’s paint-
ings in its collection and its curator
of art and exhibitions, Dr Amanda
Draper, stressed how crucial it is
that the mural is saved for the 
nation, especially the people of 
Oldham and the north west. 

“Mayer-Marton is fast emerging
as an important figure in post-war
art and exemplifies the way that
emigres enriched Britain’s cultural
landscape in the mid 20th century,”
she said.

The Imperial War Museum has
also thrown its weight behind the

campaign, telling Historic England,
the Government’s heritage advisors,
that losing the mural would be a
‘tragedy’. 

Its curator Claire Brenard states:
‘[The mural] is a reminder that
British culture was enriched by the
contribution of a whole generation
of artists who came to our country
following Nazi persecution. 

‘The mural encompasses the pain
that is never far away in Mayer-Mar-
ton’s work, but also complexity, the
joyous and the divine. 

‘I speak on behalf of my col-
leagues at the museum in calling for
the further tragedy – of losing one of

the artist’s most important, and
public, works – to be avoided. We
wish for the mural to be fully con-
served and a more permanent home
to be found for it.’ 

Karen MacKinnon, curator at The
Vivian Glynn Gallery in Swansea,
which holds over 40 works by
Mayer-Marton, also wrote to His-
toric England stating: ‘We have no
doubt that the time will come for a
special focus on the work of this im-
portant emigre artist, and our hope
is that Historic England will show
the foresight to protect this mural.’ 

Unusually made up of painted
fresco and mosaic, the mural is lo-

cated in Oldham’s Church of the
Holy Rosary. However, the church
has been redundant for over three
years since its closure and now cam-
paigners say it is increasingly at risk
and threatened by redevelopment. 

The Diocese of Salford, which
owns the church, has previously said
it is committed to finding a new
home for the artwork and has
stepped up security around the site,
as protecting the rare work of art “is
of paramount importance” to the
diocese, a spokesperson said.

The 7.5m long mural depicts the
figure of Christ in golds and tans
against a dark blue cross and gold
mandorla. It was commissioned fol-
lowing the Festival of Britain when
public art came to be seen as a sym-
bol of civic renewal and social
progress. 

One of only two ecclesiastical mu-
rals by Mayer-Marton that survive in
situ, this is the only one that incor-
porates both fresco and mosaic. 

Henrietta Billings, director of
SAVE Britain’s Heritage, noted that

the support from such high profile
museums and galleries for the cam-
paign highlights the huge impor-
tance of the mural for the north west
and for Britain.

“The Oldham mural deserves pro-
tection and national recognition
through listing, and SAVE has of-
fered assistance to the Catholic
Church authorities help find a se-
cure future for it – ideally within the
building it was designed for.”

Marcus Binney, executive presi-
dent of SAVE, said the “remarkable”
mural is rapidly emerging as a major
work of art. “Our preferred option is
for it to be restored in situ. The
church is a simple barn-like struc-
ture in need of maintenance and
some repair but not expensive to
maintain in the longer term. It was
well built and carefully designed and
detailed at a time of post-war aus-
terity.” 

The mosaic crucifixion was origi-
nally surrounded by wall paintings
depicting the figures of Mary and
John the Apostle against a back-
ground of various shades of blue.
Historical photographs show that
the wall painting extended over the
entire wall, but in the 1980s the
fresco element was painted over.  

New evidence has concluded that
the fresco remains intact under the
paint and that it is possible to restore
the mural to its original condition.   

The significance of the mural has
also been highlighted by a number
of national experts including the
Twentieth Century Society, the Ce-
ramic and Architectural Tiles Associ-
ation as well as several leading aca-
demics and architectural historians. 

Mayer-Marton, who was born in
Hungary 1897 and died in Liverpool
in 1960, was a leading figure in the
Viennese art world in the 1920s and
1930s. He and his wife escaped to
Britain in 1938, where he began
working as a lecturer for CEMA, the
predecessor of Arts Council. In 1952
he was appointed as a lecturer at the
Liverpool College of Art where he es-
tablished the Department of Mural
Art. The course he instigated in this
technique was the first of its kind in
the UK. 

During his time at the college
Mayer-Marton completed more
than 200 oil paintings and he was
commissioned by the Catholic
Church to carry out works at a num-
ber of churches in Lancashire and
Cheshire, completing numerous
frescoes and mosaics, one of which,
the Pentecost, now resides in the
Metropolitan Church of Christ the
King in Liverpool. 

The Byzantine mosaic method
Mayer-Marton employed is believed
to be its first use in this country. The
Crucifixion mural is one of only two
ecclesiastical murals by Mayer-Mar-
ton that survive in situ and the only
one that incorporates both fresco
and mosaic.

Photo of the mural, The
Crucifixion, on the wall of
the Church of the Holy
Rosary in Oldham. 
Photo courtesy of  the estate
of George Mayer-Marton.

Leading museums back calls to
save unique Oldham church fresco

‘‘The Crucifixion is a remarkable example of post-
war mural art and the revival of the mosaic in
Britain ... it is also emblematic of the influence 
of European emigre modernists on British art.”
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The Catholic Church in Malta has for-
mally dissociated itself from what it
described as a “closed cult commu-
nity” after a five-month investigation
into allegations of psychological and
spiritual abuse.

A statement by the Maltese Epis-
copal Conference said that the Arch-
diocese of Malta and the Diocese of
Gozo had reaffirmed their decision
”' àt r ”à”“ùyàk “”x à”x ùà. ' p r z “” àĠùy’ àa–vg
l –”r wà;b' p p r z “”oà' nàPùyr yà”x ùàa–l g
iour).

The decree confirmed that priests
and religious were not allowed to take
part in meetings organised by the

community. It also said that the group
was forbidden to use Catholic church-
es or chapels and that lay people
should not attend the community’s
events. 

The Church launched a probe in
July after former members accused
the group of engaging in controlling
behaviour and found evidence of an
“alarming fundamentalist interpreta-
”“' z à' nàat w“s ”r wùiàz ù' gMz ' y”“t à–z u
z ù' gRùv–m“–z à”ùz uùz t “ùyià–ànv–k ùuàr z g
uùwy”–z u“z mà' nàwùuùp s ”“l ùàyr nnùw“z mi
the preaching of a prosperity gospel
and cases of alleged psychological
and spiritual abuse.”  

Tells journalist that
‘anti vax’ campaign is
‘suicidal denialism’ 
Cindy Wooden
Pope Francis offered prayers for the
s ù' s vùà' nà”x ùàT z “”ùuàa”–”ùyàeyx –cùz
by the recent siege on Congress” and
prayed for the five people who lost
their lives “in those dramatic mo-
ments” when protesters stormed the
Capitol on 6th January.

Remarking on the events after recit-
“z mà”x ùàUz mùvr yàs w–oùwà' z àar z u–oi
HD”x àP–z r –woià”x ùàs ' s ùà“z y“y”ùuà”x –”
“violence is always self-destructive.
Nothing is gained by violence and so
much is lost.”

The pope urged the Government
“and the entire population to maintain
a high sense of responsibility in order
”' ày' ' ”x ùà”ùp s ùwyiàs w' p ' ”ùàz –”“' z –v
reconciliation and protect the demo-
cratic values rooted in American so-
ciety.”

And he prayed that “Mary Immac-
r v–”ùiàs –”w' z ùyyà' nà”x ùàT z “”ùuàa”–”ùy
' nàUp ùw“t –idàk ' r vuàex ùvs àcùùs à–v“l ù
”x ùàt r v”r wùà' nàùz t ' r z ”ùwià”x ùàt r v”r wù
' nàt –w“z mià–yà”x ùàk –oà”' àhr “vuà”' mù”x ùw
the common good; and may she do
so with all who live in that land.”

Pope Francis’ remarks came the
day after the release of an interview
in which he admitted he was “aston-
ished” by the violent breach of the
T aàb–s “”' viàùys ùt “–vvoàhùt –r yùà”x ù
s ù' s vùà' nà”x ùàT z “”ùuàa”–”ùyà–wùàey'
disciplined in democracy.”

The interview with Italy’s Canale 5
was broadcast on 10th January.

K“' vùz t ùiàx ùà”' vuà”x ùà“z ”ùwl “ùk ùwi
p r y”à–vk –oyàhùàt ' z uùp z ùuiàhr ”à“”
also is true that in even the most ma-
”r wùày' t “ù”“ùyià”x ùwùà–wùàl “' vùz ”àp “g
z ' w“”“ùyiàes ù' s vùà”–c“z mà–às –”xà–m–“z y”
”x ùàt ' p p r z “”oià–m–“z y”àuùp ' t w–t oi
against the common good.”

“But thank God this erupted and
people could see it well. That way it
t –z àhùàwùp ùu“ùuidàx ùày–“uf

“No nation can brag about never
x–l “z mà–àt –yùà' nàl “' vùz t ùàC“”àx–s s ùz yid
x ùày–“ufàeG ùàp r y”àr z uùwy”–z uà“”iày' à“”
“yàz ' ”àwùs ù–”ùuàC vù–wz ànw' p àx “y”' woi
right?”

Wz à”x ùà“z ”ùwl “ùk iàR' s ùàVw–z t “yà–vy'
spoke about the Covid-19 vaccine.

Vw' p à–z àù”x “t –vàs ' “z ”à' nàl “ùk iàx ù
y–“uiàeWà”x “z càùl ùwo' z ùàp r y”à”–cùà”x ù
vaccine; it's the ethical option because
o' r à–wùàs v–o“z màk “”x ào' r wàx ù–v”x iàv“nùi
but you also are playing with the lives

of others.”
This week has seen the Vatican

begin vaccinating residents and em-
ployees who have asked to be vacci-
z –”ùuiàe–z uàWày“mz ùuàr s Ià“”àp r y”àhù
done.”

As the Catholic Universe went to
press the Vatican has not released de-
tails of whether the pope had had his
own vaccination as yet.

0 ' k ùl ùwiàx ùày”wùyyùuà”x –”àx –l “z m
yr t xà“z z ' t r v–”“' z yàk –yàl “”–viàwùt –vv“z m
x ' k iàk x ùz àx ùàk –yà–àt x “vuiàs ' v“' àk –y
–àwù–và”x wù–”iàe–z uàvùn”àp –z oàt x “vuwùz
paralysed and people were desperate

for a vaccine. When the vaccine came
' r ”ià”x ùoàm–l ùà“”à”' ào' r àk “”x à–àh“”à' n
sugar.”

eWàu' zS”àcz ' k àk x oày' p ùàs ù' s vùày–oi
,J ' ià”x ùàl –t t “z ùà“yàu–z mùw' r yiSàhr ”à“n
physicians present it to you as some-
”x “z mà”x –”àk “vvàu' àm' ' uià”x –”àu' ùyzS”
t –wwoàs –w”“t r v–wàu–z mùwyiàk xoàz ' ”à”–cù
it?” he said.

Pope Francis said he could not ex-
s v–“z àeyr “t “u–vàuùz “–v“yp diàhr ”àes ù' s vù
must take the vaccine.”

Biden prepared to take over
Trump’s ‘poisoned well’ - see pg 18

Pope invokes Mary to come
to US aid as he urges nation
‘turn away from violence’

Lay appointee
to head Curia
discipline
Pope Francis has appointed a new
head to the Roman Curia’s discipli-
nary commission – and for the first
time, the candidate has been drawn
from the lay community.
Vincenzo Buonomo, currently

the rector of the Pontifical Lateran
University in Rome, will be the new
president of the Disciplinary Com-
mission of the Roman Curia, the
Vatican press office said. He suc-
ceeds Bishop Giorgio Corbellini,
who served in the role from 2010
until his death on 13th November,
2019.
Buonomo, 59, is a professor of in-

ternational law who has served as a
consultant to the Holy See since the
1980s. He worked previously with
two Vatican Secretary of States:
Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, from
1979 to 1990, and Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone, from 2006 to 2013, for
whom he edited a book of  speeches.
This is not the first time

Buonomo has made broken new
ground at the Vatican: in 2018 he
became the first lay professor to be
named rector of the Pontifical Lat-
eran University, also known as the
‘Pope’s university.’
The Disciplinary Commission,

founded in 1981, is the main disci-
plinary body within the curia, the
administrative apparatus of the
Holy See.  It determines sanctions
against curial employees accused
of misconduct, ranging from sus-
pension to dismissal.
It usually consists of a president

and six members appointed for
five-year terms by the pope.

Pope Francis recites the Angelus from the
Apostolic Library. Inspired by the baptism
of Jesus Christ, he urged all Catholics to
celebrate the day of their baptism, which
reflects God’s love for them

Pope Francis has been left “greatly saddened” by the news that his
personal doctor has died from Covid-19. Fabrizio Soccorsi, 78, was
admitted to Rome’s Gemelli hospital on 26th December because of
cancer. However, he died because of “pulmonary complications” caused
by Covid-19, a Vatican news agency revealed. 

Church closes door
on Maltese ‘cult’
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Lay Chaplain
Salary - £29,909 - £33,071
We are currently recruiting for a Lay Chaplain to join us here St Elizabeth’s Centre. Working alongside our Senior
Leadership Team you will be responsible for ensuring the Catholic identity of the centre is developed and celebrated.
No two days will be the same as you work to plan and deliver a programme of events (religious and non-religious)

or support the spiritual life of the centre, liaising with others across the site. As our Lay Chaplain, you will also have
responsibility in supporting the spiritual and community life of the organisation. You will also work closely with and
support our resident Chaplain, Father Paul who leads worship at St Elizabeth’s.
It’s essential that you are a practising Roman Catholic and have experience of working in a residential setting

such as a school, hospital or charity.  You will also need experience of working with Children or Vulnerable people.
Your excellent communication skills, approachable manner and ability to interact with a wide variety of individuals
and stakeholders will make leading or assisting in Catholic worship second nature. You will also have good 
organisational and administrative skills.

You will be provided with training, support and invitations to attend Chaplain days to assist with your personal
and professional development. This is a full time position and you will be required to work five days out of seven.
St Elizabeth’s is situated in 68 acres of beautiful Hertfordshire parkland between Harlow and Bishop’s Stortford.

We support people with epilepsy and other complex neurological needs of all ages in our Children’s Home, School, 
College, and Residential Home with nursing and Day Centre. Over 150 adults and children call St Elizabeth’s their
home, making us an inspirational place to do great work.
We offer an excellent range of staff benefits including:
• Fabulous staff development 
• Free on-site parking 
• Subsidised restaurant

•     High Street retail/leisure discounts
• Generous holidays
• Discounted gym membership
•  Free Life assurance

Informal discussions are encouraged prior to interview, for further information please call the Recruitment Team on
01279 844209.
Closing Date: Wednesday 10th February 2021
Interview Dates: w/c 22nd February 2021 
To apply and to find out more information about St Elizabeth’s, please visit our website: 
www.stelizabeths.org.uk or telephone 01279 844524 for an informal discussion regarding the role.
Offers are subject to pre-employment checks including an enhanced DBS check paid for by the centre. Please note
we are not on a public transport route. Salary is dependent on the role, qualifications and experience.
Registered Charity: 1176777   Equal Opportunities Employer

The Archbishop of Florence has said
no new students have entered his
diocesan seminary this year, calling
the low number of priestly vocations
a “wound” in his episcopate.

Cardinal Giuseppe Betori said he
will ordain just one priest this year
and there were none in 2020.

“I consider it one of the biggest
wounds of my episcopate,” Betori
said. It “is a truly tragic situation.”

The 73-year-old cardinal said he
believes the low number of men en-
tering the seminary in his diocese is
part of a larger vocational crisis that
also includes the sacrament of mar-

riage. “The problem of the vocational
crisis to the priesthood lies within a
vocational crisis of the human person,”
he stated.

The number of priests worldwide
fell in 2018 to 414,065, with Europe
registering the largest decrease.

According to Betori, a “provisional”
culture has likely influenced young
adults’ choice of a permanent state
of life, such as marriage or priesthood.
“A life that wants many experiences
cannot be a life that is consecrated to
a finality, to a purpose. It is true for
marriage, for the priesthood, for all
the choices of people,” he said.

Recognising “the gifts of each baptised
person” – women and men – Pope
Francis has ordered a change to canon
law and liturgical norms so that
women could be formally installed
as lectors and acolytes.

“A consolidated practice in the Latin
Church has confirmed, in fact, that
such lay ministries, being based on
the sacrament of baptism, can be en-
trusted to all the faithful who are suit-
able, whether male or female,” the
pope wrote in his order changing
canon law. 

The document was issued ‘motu
proprio’ (‘on his own accord’).

The canon used to say, ‘Lay men
who possess the age and qualifications
established by decree of the confer-
ence of bishops can be admitted on a
stable basis through the prescribed
liturgical rite to the ministries of lector
and acolyte.’

The updated canon will say, ‘Laity
who possess the age and qualifications
established by decree of the confer-
ence of bishops can be admitted on a
stable basis through the prescribed
liturgical rite to the ministries of lector
and acolyte.’

“The decision to confer also on
women these offices will make the
participation of all in the work of
evangelisation more effective in the
church,” the pope added..

In most dioceses around the world
women and girls have been lectors at
Mass and have served at the altar for
decades but this was allowed only as
a ‘temporary designation’.

The pope said that since the Second
Vatican Council, the Church has made
“a clearer distinction between the at-
tributes of what today are called ‘non-
ordained (or lay) ministries’ and ‘or-
dained ministries,’” such as deacon,
priest and bishop.

Those distinctions, he said, make
it “possible to dissolve the reservation
of the former to men alone.”

Pope Francis repeated St John Paul
II’s teaching that the Catholic Church
“in no way has the faculty to confer
priestly ordination on women” since
Jesus chose only men as his apostles.

But with “nonordained ministries
it is possible, and today it seems op-
portune, to overcome this reservation
of allowing only men to be lectors
and acolytes.”

The Congregation for Divine Wor-
ship and the Discipline of the Sacra-
ments would oversee the implemen-
tation of the change, which will involve
parts of the Roman Missal being mod-
ified.

Pope Francis’ decision frames the
question in the context of the gifts
and talents given by the Holy Spirit
“through the sacraments of baptism,
confirmation and the Eucharist” to
all members of the Church so that
they can contribute “to the building
up of the Church and to the procla-
mation of the Gospel.”

And, he said, quoting his 2020 apos-
tolic exhortation, Querida Amazonia,
a formal, public installation of women
in those ministries “would also allow
women to have a real and effective
impact on the organisation, the most
important decisions and the direction
of communities.”

“The priesthood of the baptised
and service to the community repre-
sent the two pillars on which the in-
stitution of ministries is based,” the
pope said, adding that the change
recognises the service already carried
out by many women.

Canon law change
allows women to be
installed as lectors

Florence’s Duomo, otherwise known as the 
Cathedral of St Maria del Fiore, will see no more 
than one ordination this year, and hosted none last

Archbishop laments Florence’s
‘wounding’ empty seminary

Carol Glatz 
Christians are called to lead and lift
people up by being close to them and
sharing God’s love, not by judging
them, Pope Francis said.

It is the same way Jesus saves, not
with “a supreme decision or a show
of force, a decree, no. He saves us by
coming to meet us and taking our
sins upon himself,” the pope said be-
fore praying his Sunday Angelus ad-
dress on 10th January, the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord.

Traditionally, the pope would have
held his annual celebration of infant
baptisms in the Sistine Chapel on the
feast day. However, because of the
ongoing Covid-19, the children were
baptised in their home parishes.

The pope tweeted on his @Pontifex
account that although he could not
lead the celebration, “I am praying
for all the children receiving baptism,
the Christian identity, the grace of
forgiveness and of redemption.”

In his Angelus address the pope
talked about Jesus’ baptism.

Why would Jesus insist on being
baptised, which, for St John the Baptist,
had been a penitential rite, an ex-
pression of the desire for conversion
and the forgiveness of sins, the pope
asked. “Jesus surely did not need it.” 

“Because he wants to be with the
sinners: for this reason he gets in line
with them and does the same thing

they do”, leaving nothing hidden, “to
immerse himself in the same condi-
tion we are in,” the pope said.

On the first day of his public min-
istry, Jesus shows his “manifesto” with
his baptism, the pope said. “He tells
us that he does not save us from on
high, with a supreme decision or a
show of force, a decree,” he said.

God conquers evil “by humbling
himself and taking charge of it,” the
pope said. “It is also how we can lift
up others: not by judging, not by sug-
gesting what to do, but by being close,
empathising, sharing God’s love.”

Being close is God’s way, and he is
there wherever there is mercy and
compassion, he added.

“Jesus becomes the servant of sin-
ners and is proclaimed the Son; he
lowers himself to be with humanity
and the Holy Spirit descends upon
him showing that love brings more
love,” he said.

“It also applies to us: in each act of
service, in every work of mercy we
perform, God manifests himself and
sets his gaze upon the world.”

“Salvation is free. It is a freely given
gesture of God’s mercy, and while this
is conferred sacramentally through
baptism, it is also true that those who
are not baptised always receive God’s
mercy because God is there. He God
comes close to people and “caresses
us with his mercy.”

Share God’s love –
don’t judge others

https://www.stelizabeths.org.uk/about-us/
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When children arrive at the Preda
Foundation home, I tell them all
that they are good. “You have done
no wrong,” I say, “you are innocent
victims of bad people.”

It takes a while for them to be-
lieve me. They go through several
sessions of emotional release ther-
apy where they dramatically ‘con-
front’ their abusers in the padded
therapy room and fight back. They
shout his name, cry and scream at
him and pound the cushions as if
beating him. 

They are tearing free from the
fear and subjugation they en-
dured. In time, they have a new
self-understanding. It is an emo-
tional resurrection, the greatest
moment of liberation in their life-
time.

They come to realise that they
are good persons and have been
exploited and abused. One told me
recently that she felt “free from
them, I can live on my own, I see
now what is true, I have my dignity.”

They have broken free from the
culture of servility and domination
and being downtrodden, and dis-
covered the most important of all.
They discovered they have that 
vital and all-important inherent
value of all humanity – dignity.
They have been brainwashed and
told all their lives that they are of
little worth, of no value and are
better out earning money with
their bodies. But from open emo-
tional expression comes freedom
and a sense of self-confidence and
self-worth and empowerment;
they now know that they have dig-
nity and that their dignity has im-
bued them with inalienable rights.

Human dignity is the greatest
value in the Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion. It was neglected, ignored and
lost for thousands of years. In
fact, the word itself was lost until
recent history. The idea, concept
or belief in dignity as an ‘inherent
or unearned worth of humans’ was
not even used in any official docu-
ment, researchers say, until it ap-
peared by chance in the Mexican 
Constitution of 1917. Then it was a
vague reference to human value.
The word ‘dignity’ only appeared
in 1948 when the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights was rati-
fied by the United Nations.

Until the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights came in to force
many countries treated people 
as disposable items by those in
power and authority. That author-
ity was absolute, unquestionable,
and every person was at its mercy
without respect or recourse.

That is a view we must eradicate
from all who dwell on this planet.

Discovering
human dignity

Fr Shay
Cullen

Visit www.preda.org, and on 
Facebook, Preda Foundation. 

The Bishop of Killaloe has “warmly”
congratulated ‘local man’ Archbishop
Eugene M. Nugent on his new role
as Apostolic Nuncio to Kuwait and
Qatar. 

Archbishop Nugent is the current
Nuncio to Haiti, where he has been
in post since 2015, after stints in the
same role for Madagascar, Mauritius
and the Seychelles.

However, despite his extensive
duties overseas, he has maintained
close links with Killaloe, Bishop Fin-
tan Monahan said, and returns

home regularly to visit family and
friends in Scarriff in East Clare.  

“He is warmly remembered in the
Cathedral parish in Ennis from the
time he ministered there after ordi-
nation,” said Bishop Monahan. 
“Every blessing to him in his new
ministry and the important and good
work he will do in Kuwait and Qatar.” 

Archbishop Nugent was ordained
a priest in Scariff on 9th July 1983 for
the diocese of Killaloe before study-
ing theology and canon law at the
Gregorian University in Rome. He

entered the diplomatic service of the
Holy See on 1st July 1992 at the age
of 33, working as secretary in the
Nunciatures in Turkey, Israel and
Palestine and at the Holy See Study
mission in Hong Kong from 2000-
2010.

On 13th February 2010, he was
appointed by Pope Benedict XVI
Apostolic Nuncio and titular Arch-
bishop of Domnach Sechnaill (Dun-
shaughlin).

He will take on his new duties in
the Middle East next month.

Irish bishop blessed before new role in Middle East

Rob Beswick
Covid-19 has claimed the lives of over
200 priests in Italy since the start of
pandemic, the Holy See has revealed.

More than 76,000 people are known
to have died of Covid-19 in Italy over
the past 11 months, making it the
second hardest hit country in terms
of fatalities in Europe, after the UK.

Included among them were 204
priests – four of whom have died since
the start of the year. Their deaths take
the cumulative toll to about one death
every one and a half days since the
pandemic began.

Many of the clergy were still actively
serving their communities when they
contracted the virus, a report by Italian
newspaper Avenvire revealed.

While the majority of men were in
their late 70s and 80s, one of the
youngest to have lost his life was 58-
year-old Fr Alfredo Nicolardi of the
diocese of Como, who died on 31st
December. He had been hospitalised
with Covid-19 on 8th December, but
his condition worsened and, right be-
fore he had to be intubated and placed

in a medically induced coma, he asked
a visiting priest for absolution through
the glass separating them.

Another to die was Vocationist Fa-
ther Matteo Mpampanye, who was
born in Congo and was serving in
parishes south of Salerno when he
died at the start of December. He was
51.

In addition to the deceased priests,
residences for religious women have
continued to be hot spots for infection,
in some cases, infecting almost all
the residents.

For example, 104 out of 114 nuns
living in a convent in the central Italian
town of Bagnoregio tested positive
for Covid-19 in mid-December. The
break-out happened after the sisters
attended a prayer gathering with an-
other group of nuns, according to
local reports.

Just a few days later, and in the
same province of Viterbo, some 70
sisters living in a convent in Tuscania
tested positive.

More recently, of the 45 religious
sisters who tested positive for Covid-

19 in an assisted living facility in
Cervia, near Ravenna, 10 died from
the infectious disease.

Throughout Italy case numbers are
falling, from a high over Christmas of
40,000 a day to around 10-12,000 a
day since 10th January. However,
deaths are rising, continuing their
usual lag behind rising cases of around
three weeks, forcing the Government
to introduce new restrictions from
16th January. Among ideas being
mooted are a ban on takeaway food
and drink to avoid dangerous get-to-
gethers: young people, a Government
spokesperson said, are continuing the
Italial tradition of an ‘aperitivo’ – an
after-work drink prior to their evening
meal, meeting up with friends on the
streets. “We think the virus is being
spread through such informal gath-
erings.”
In Germany, Chancellor Merkel has

suggested that restrictions will last
for at least another 8-10 weeks, and
could be tightened. German sources
say they are particularly concerned
about a variant of Covid-19 first lo-

cated in England that spreads faster “
and could mean we’ll see a 10-fold
increase in German cases by Easter.”

Germany has reported another 891
deaths in the past 24 hours – and an-
other 12,800 cases.
Portugal’s outgoing President

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa has tested
positive for Covid-19 and cancelled
all his engagements. Portugal is set
to hold presidential elections on 24th
January – but concerns have been
raised whether they can still go ahead.
All the other candidates have taken
part in recent TV debates with Mr de
Sousa.
China has ordered a tightening of

restrictions in a province near Beijing
after a spike in infections.

Hebei has reported new cases for
the past two weeks, with the cities of
Shijiazhuang and Xingtai of particular
concern. 

While the numbers are low at
around 100 a day, the authorities have
still instigated restrictions on traffic
leaving either city and railway services
have been suspended. 

Italy left mourning its clergy
as over 200 die from Covid-19

Men stand in line waiting for food near the burned Lipa migrant camp in Bihac, Bosnia-Herzegovina.
More than a thousand migrants from Asia, the Middle East and North Africa have been left to sleep outdoors in
freezing temperatures after their camp in north-western Bosnia burned down last month amid a dispute among
Bosnian politicians over where to house them. Photo: Marko Djurica, Reuters

Quebec shuts
churches in
bid to stop
virus spread
Churches and all places of worship
have been closed in the Canadian
province of Quebec in an effort to
stop the second wave of the COVID-
19 pandemic. This decision is part of
a new series of containment measures
announced by Premier Francois
Legault.

They will remain closed until at
least 8th February, he said, with only
funerals allowed. 

The decision is part of a package of
restrictions including a curfew from
8pm to 5 am.

“It’s urgent to reduce contacts be-
tween Quebecers,” said Legault, asking
citizens to leave their homes only
when absolutely necessary. “We are
in a race against time and, right now,
the virus is going faster than us.

“We need to strike a blow if we
want to save lives and if we want to
continue to be able to heal our world,"
he said.

Legault said that places of worship
had created “some problems” but did
not go into details, simply saying
they’ll also be closed – along with
many other public places, including
non-essential stores – for at least a
month.
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A popular devotion, this statue is 
extended to the Blessed Virgin’s 

intercession for us in Heaven. 
The knot is a good representation 
of the results of sin in our spiritual 

life: As we engage habitually in 
sin, it becomes harder and harder 
to return to virtue, just as a knot 
that is pulled tighter and tighter 
becomes harder to untie. God’s 
grace, however, offered to us 

through the intercession of the 
Virgin Mary, can undo any knot 

and conquer any sin.

Our Lady 
Untier of Knots 

Pope Francis said:  
Through Mary, 

“All the knots of our heart, 
every knot of our 

conscience can be undone.”

Your chance to purchase 
a beautiful, hand crafted 

white resin statue of 

STRICTLY LIMITED 
OFFER ORDER NOW!

To order online visit :
www.thecatholicuniverse.com/knots

to order by cheque or PO please send a cheque or PO for 
item/s, with your full name, phone number and details to

The Universe Media Group, 2nd Floor, Oakland House 
76 Talbot Road, Manchester M16 OPQ. 

To order by credit card please call
0161 820 5722 and give your card details

* Statue is 8 inches high

To visit our shop Go to: www.thecatholicuniverse.com

£34
 incl P&P

Purchase this beautiful 
Sterling Silver Crystal edged 

Miraculous Medal 
and 18” silver chain 

£24.99
 incl P&P

Celebrating 190 years 
of the devotion of the 

Miraculous Medal

ONLY
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Catholic bishops in the Central African
Republic have warned that the country
faces severe food shortages and a
refugee exodus, after rebel groups
took control of two-thirds of the coun-
try in the wake of contested presi-
dential elections.

Bishop Nestor-Dèsirè Nongo-Azi-
agbia, the bishops’ conference presi-
dent, said the main supply route from
Cameroon was occupied, causing
shortages and surging prices. He also
said people were being displaced from
their homes as they sought shelter
and took precautions.

He said people were “living in fear
and anxiety,” adding that the conflict
risked “turning into a nationwide hunt
for innocent people, based solely on
their ethnicity or political affiliation.”

“Our country faces a turbulent time,
with intensified armed clashes be-
tween a rebel coalition and the Central
African armed forces,” he told the
French Catholic daily La Croix.

The same day, after praying the An-
gelus, Pope Francis told his virtual
viewers, “I’m following with attention
and concern events in Central African
Republic, where elections were re-
cently held and people expressed their
desire to continue on the path to
peace. I invite all sides to a fraternal
and respectful dialogue, to reject ha-
tred and avoid all forms for violence.”

Presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions were held on 27th December
despite an upsurge in rebel attacks
by a newly formed Coalition of Patriots
for Change, loyal to former President
Franáois Bozizè, who was ousted in
2013 and barred from running.

The National Elections Authority
said the presidential ballot had been
won by incumbent Faustin-Archange

Touadèra, with over 53 per cent of
votes cast, making a February run-
off unnecessary. However, opposition
groups cited irregularities in the elec-
tions, for which half of voters were
unable to register because of militia
violence.

The tensions led rebel groups loyal
to Bozizè to attack the city of Ban-
gassou, 470 miles east of the capital,
forcing Government troops to flee.

Many of the rebels are allegedly
foreign mercenaries, “looking for nat-
ural resources and wealth,” Spanish-
born Bishop Juan-Josè Aguirre Muòoz
told Fides, the Vatican’s missionary
news agency.

“Many innocent children have been
hit by stray bullets while trying to flee

to the Congo to escape the violence.
You look them in the eye, and they
know nothing about rebels, merce-
naries or struggles for power. They
only hear gunshots and explosions,
and they are very frightened.”

The capture of Bangassou, a dia-
mond-mining town of 35,000, leaves
two-thirds of Central African Republic
in rebel hands.

Radio Ndele Luka reported that last
week some civilians had drowned
while attempting to cross the Mbomou
River to escape “intense fighting” for
two national army bases. It said others
had sought shelter at the city’s central
mosque and St Peter Claver Catholic
Cathedral, as pillaging and vandalism
continued.

Presidential vote leads
to new violence in CAR

Bozizè

Bozizè

Central African Republic
President Faustin-Archange
Touadéra addresses
supporters during a rally in
Bangui. The country’s
National Elections Authority
said the incumbent had won
enough support to make a
presidential run-off
unnecessary, but 
opponents have alleged
electoral fraud
Photo: Antonie Rolland,
Reuters

Pope Francis has sent a message of
support to Cardinal Cardoza of Mérida,
Venezuela, as the country battles the
effects of the coronavirus pandemic
on top of its ongoing and severe so-
cio-economic crisis.

“May God continue to give you
strength and parrhesia so that with a
father’s heart you know how to ac-
company and comfort His holy faithful
people, tried by the suffering caused
by the scourge of the pandemic, the
arrogance of the powerful and the
growing poverty that strangles them,”
Pope Francis in the message, which
was sent on 6th January – the cardinal’s
“name day.” 

Francis assured the cardinal of his
prayers for him and for his ministry
as archbishop of Mérida.

Under the socialist administration
of Nicolas Maduro, Venezuela has
been marred by violence and social
upheaval, with severe shortages of
food and medicine, high unemploy-
ment, power outages, and hyperin-
flation. Some 4.5 million Venezuelans

have emigrated since 2015.
However, compared with the situ-

ation in Europe and North America,
as well as in near neighbours Mexico,
Argentina and Peru, Venezuela appears
to have missed out on much of the
horror of Covid-19. Since March,
Venezuela has had just 115,000 record-
ed cases of the coronavirus, and over
1,000 deaths have been attributed to
the virus, according to the John Hop-
kins Coronavirus Resource Center.

However, international observers
have suggested Venezuela’s exposure
to Covid-19 could be more widespread

than officially recognised. 
Despite this apparent good forunte,

Venezuela’s plight was compared to
the “plagues in Egypt” by Bishop Mén-
dez of San Carlos. The pandemic has
now exacerbated a situation that was
already at a crisis point, he said. 

With a paralyzed economy and GDP
now below zero, “those most affected
are the poorest of the poor – they
have nothing to eat, they have no
chance of living a decent life.”

Rodríguez also called for interna-
tional support to aid the struggling
nation.

Pope offers support to cardinal as 
impoverished Venezuela battles Covid

Venezuelan
migrants who fled
their country for
Colombia receive
food aid from a
member of the
Focolare
movement
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These last few months have
showed us many examples of peo-
ple caring for others. This year
Pope Francis highlighted in his
2021  World Peace Day Message, ‘A
Culture of Care as a Path to Peace’,
the need to care for each other as a
key part of working for peace. 

Despite the goodwill that we see
around us, we also still see in-
equality, injustice and violence.
Pope Francis says we must “com-
bat the culture of indifference,
waste and confrontation so preva-
lent in our time”. 

We are taken back to the biblical
foundations of our faith. The
prophets show how justice can be
seen in how a community treats its
weakest members. The teachings
of Jesus show us the importance of
justice and how to love, which mir-
rors the love of God for us. We are
told that since the days of the early
Church, caring for others has been
at the centre of Church life. How
can we ensure that this is still the
centre of our witness today? 

To care for others we need to
protect and promote the common
good, dignity for all, compassion
and reconciliation, as this will help
lead us to peace. Pointing out that
we live in a world where conflict
and war are seen as normal, we are
invited to consider our response.
Pope Francis asks if the money
that we spend on weapons, partic-
ularly nuclear weapons, could in-
stead be spent to promote other
things, such as peace and health-
care. He renews his call for a
‘Global Fund’ to be created, from
money usually spent on militarism,
to be used to help tackle injustice.
He also sees education as essential
in creating a culture of care – in
families, schools, communities,
and churches. 

Pax Christi answers this call to
educate and enable people to work
for peace, particularly through
promoting this message. This year
we will do so on Sunday, 17th Jan-
uary and we invite churches, com-
munities and families to join us in
exploring the message, working for
peace and organising a collection
for Pax Christi. 

Resources and liturgy notes – are
available at: https://paxchristi.
org.uk/peace-sunday-2021/ 

And if you can’t do it this week-
end, promote the message on a
date that works for you! 

All are welcome to join a Peace
Sunday reflection zoom on 16th
January at 6-7pm. Join us at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
peace-sunday-2021-national-
liturgy-tickets-133225849101 

Aisling Griffin is Pax Christi’s
schools and youth education
officer.

Aisling
Griffin

Working to a
year of peace 

NJPN Comment

Rob Beswick
The attack by supporters of outgoing
President Donald Trump on Capitol
Hill in Washington DC on 6th Janu-
ary sent shock waves around the
world, as people responded with
horror and dismay to scenes usually
reserved for fledgling democracies
in the midst of military coups.

Church condemnation was imme-
diate: the assault, said Boston Cardi-
nal Sean P. O’Malley, “serves only to
inflame our divisions and pit citizen
against citizen at a time we need to
be united.” 

He added: “We reject all forms of
violence, including the acts of those
who stormed our Capitol. We pray
for those who lost their lives and for
their loved ones and for the injured.
We live in a divided nation and the
challenges our nation faces are sig-
nificant.”

His thoughts were echoed by the
Leadership Conference of Women
Religious, who said in a statement
that “our hearts ached as we
watched these despicable actions
that threaten not only to destroy the
seat of our government but to rend
the bonds that unite us.

“We commend and thank the
members of Congress who coura-
geously continued their service to
the nation ... even amid the chaos.”

“This hateful and intentional be-
haviour, meant to disrupt the peace-
ful transfer of power that is central
to our democracy, is deplorable and
totally disregards Gospel values and
the principles of other faiths and
people of good will.”

But a horrified response did not
just come from America: as Arch-
bishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane,
president of the Australian bishops’
conference, put it, “I didn’t realise
just how much the integrity of and
respect for the democratic institu-
tions of the US matter to the rest of
the world until this pandemonium
erupted in DC. From the other side
of the world, I find myself shaken
and disbelieving.”

Anglican Bishop Nicholas Baines
of Leeds said that “to be surprised by
events in Washington is to ignore
the fragility of democracy. 

“If Covid has taught us that both
human life and a stable economy
are vulnerable, then the incited mob
attack on the Capitol must reinforce
the vital need for democracy, the
rule of law and the peaceful transi-
tion of power to be treasured at all
times.”

Bishop Baines also remarked on
how many of the protesters were
carrying signs proclaiming their
faith in Jesus. In Christianity,
“strength and power have been
powerfully reinterpreted in the
scandal of a man on a cross. Not a
man with a gun,” he said. The story
of Jesus “challenges me to re-imag-
ine what power looks like when
coloured by love and mercy rather
than entitlement and fear.”

In the Vatican, the Holy See’s
newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano,
splashed with Washington: Democ-
racy wounded as its main headline.
The newspaper’s assistant director,
Giuseppe Fiorentino, laid the blame
for the attack at the feet of Donald
Trump, saying it reminded everyone
that “politics cannot ignore individ-
ual responsibility, especially on the
part of the person who is in power
and is able – through a polarising
narrative – to mobilise thousands of
people.” 

He added: “‘He who sows the
wind reaps the storm’, goes the say-
ing, and at this point it is easy to tie
the events in Washington to the ac-
cusations of fraud launched by
Trump, accusations that never
found objective confirmation.”

This was a theme picked up by the
presidents of 28 US Jesuit colleges
and universities who blamed the vi-
olence on President Trump “and his
adherents.”

It said they “bear responsibility for
perpetuating false rumours and un-

substantiated facts regarding the
election.”

The fact that the violence was
against the very heart of American
democracy was a shattering blow to
many: “Regardless of political affilia-
tion, we are united by democracy,”
said Archbishop Nelson J. Perez of
Philadelphia. “Should it devolve into
what we witnessed – violent disorder
and chaos – the rights we cherish will
disappear into the abyss of anarchy.”

President-elect Joe Biden said that
“democracy is a fragile commodity
that must always be defended. The
first step lies in accepting its rules.”

As he prepares to assume office
next week it was clear that the new
man in the White House faced a
huge task to bring his fractured 
nation together. “President Biden
will face more than political chal-
lenges of getting his legislative priori-
ties implemented,” said David
Franklin, associate professor of law
at the DePaul University College of
Law. “The real challenge will be try-
ing to overcome the view of millions

of Americans who doubt the legiti-
macy of his election because of un-
proven allegations of voter fraud
and stolen votes espoused for
months by outgoing President Don-
ald Trump.

“And some proportion of them are
willing to do anything to keep them
from exercising power. That’s an in-
credibly dangerous and distressing
place for our democracy to be.”

“Democracy depends on mutual
trust,” he added. “It depends on the
idea you fight as hard as you can to
win election and when you lose, you
allow the other side to govern and
you get ready for the next time – the
concept of loyal opposition. 

“We’re clearly going to have a dis-
loyal opposition for much of the
country that voted for Trump start-
ing in two weeks.”

Matthew Green, professor of poli-
tics at The Catholic University of
America, said the success of Biden’s
period in office would be gauged by
his ability “to overcome the widen-
ing divisiveness that has marked
American society for several admin-
istrations.”

“Even if he wasn’t taking over for
Trump, it would be an uphill battle.
Trump has used social media so ef-
fectively that a large segment of the
population acts based on false infor-
mation. It’s very hard to undo the
damage that has been done,” said
Green, a former congressional aide.

What is clear is that President
Biden will inherit a “heavy, negative
heritage from Donald Trump. He has
poisoned the wells of democracy,
calling into doubt the results of an
election that absolutely does not ap-
pear to have been compromised by
fraud or conspiracies.” 

Biden prepares to take over
a well ‘poisoned’ by Trump

Hardline Trump suppporters pray
before a cross on their way to attack
the Capitol, amid scenes of violence

that left five people dead (below)
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Praising those who help the sick
and praying for those who are sick,
Pope Francis called on Christians
to practise what they preach, in-
cluding by guaranteeing equal access
to health care for all people.
“The current pandemic has exac-

erbated inequalities in our health
care systems and exposed ineffi-
ciencies in the care of the sick,” the
pope wrote in his message for the
2021 World Day of the Sick, which
the Catholic Church marks on 11th
Febraury, the feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes.
The Covid-19 pandemic has made

it obvious to everyone that “elderly,
weak and vulnerable people are not
always granted access to care,” at
least not in an equitable way, he
said. “This is the result of political
decisions, resource management and
a greater or lesser commitment on
the part of those holding positions
of responsibility.”
“Investing resources in the care

and assistance of the sick is a priority
linked to the fundamental principle
that health is a primary common
good,” Pope Francis wrote in his
message, which was released by the
Vatican earlier this week.
The papal message, using Jesus’

denunciation of hypocrisy in
Matthew 23:1-12, insisted that real
faith leads to real care for all who
suffer from illness, poverty or in-
justice.

“When our faith is reduced to
empty words, unconcerned with the
lives and needs of others, the creed
we profess proves inconsistent with
the life we lead,” the pope wrote.
“The danger is real.”
When another person is suffering,

he said, Jesus “asks us to stop and
listen, to establish a direct and per-
sonal relationship with others, to

feel empathy and compassion, and
to let their suffering become our
own as we seek to serve them.”
Being sick makes one realise his

or her “own vulnerability and innate
need of others,” the pope said. “It
makes us feel all the more clearly
that we are creatures dependent on
God.”
“When we are ill,” he continued,

“fear and even bewilderment can
grip our minds and hearts; we find
ourselves powerless, since our health
does not depend on our abilities.”
For many people, the pope said,

“sickness raises the question of life’s
meaning,” something Christians
must “bring before God in faith. In
seeking a new and deeper direction
in our lives, we may not find an im-

mediate answer. Nor are our relatives
and friends always able to help us
in this demanding quest.”
Like Job in the Bible, people must

stick with their prayers, crying out
to God for help, he said.
In the end, God “confirms that

Job’s suffering is not a punishment or
a state of separation from God, much
less as sign of God’s indifference,”
he said. Job, “wounded and healed,”
confesses his faith in the Lord.
Pope Francis praised the “silent

multitude of men and women,” who,
as the pandemic continues, do not
look away, but help their patients or
their neighbours.
“Such closeness is a precious balm

that provides support and consolation
to the sick in their suffering. As
Christians, we experience that close-
ness as a sign of the love of Jesus
Christ, the Good Samaritan, who
draws near with compassion to every
man and woman wounded by sin.”
Jesus’ commandment to love one

another also applies to a Christian’s
relationship with a person who is
sick, the pope said. “A society is all
the more human to the degree that
it cares effectively for its most frail
and suffering members, in a spirit
of fraternal love.”
“Let us strive to achieve this goal,

so that no one will feel alone, excluded
or abandoned,” he said, praying that
“Mary, Mother of Mercy and Health
of the Infirm,” would watch over
the sick, health care workers and
all those who help others.

Fr Francis 
Marsden

Democracy: whose
idea was this ? - p28

In message for World Sick Day,
pope calls for health care for all

Peace only way to face global crises, says UN nuncio
The crisis facing many countries
due to the Covid-19 pandemic re-
quires a united global response
that shuns nationalistic interests
and creates long-lasting solutions,
said Archbishop Gabriele Caccia,
the Vatican’s permanent observer
to the United Nations.
Often, in moments of difficulty,

there is the temptation “to with-
draw from others in order to save
oneself,” Archbishop Caccia said

in an interview with Vatican News
published on 11th January, the
same day he had met privately
with Pope Francis.
But the Covid-19 pandemic has

shown the importance of finding
solutions together “because the
world is more and more one big
reality,” he said.
After World War II, he added,

“it was understood that the pursuit
of nationalistic interests, or of the
interests of only some countries,
could not go very far, and the Unit-

ed Nations was created. I believe
that also from this crisis, it will be
possible to understand that togeth-
er, there are more long-term ways
to solve everyone’s problems.”
Archbishop Caccia also com-

mented on Pope Francis’ frequent
assertion that the “third world
war” is underway, but it is being
fought “in pieces” around the
globe.
At the start of the pandemic,

the archbishop noted, both the
United Nations and Pope Francis

called for a global cease-fire.
In “a moment of crisis like this

one,” the archbishop said, “it is
even more clear that it makes no
sense to put energy, to spend (mon-
ey) on what isn’t bread, on what
isn’t health care but instead on
what destroys.”
“Only with a broader perspec-

tive can we find concrete paths,
otherwise we remain prisoners of
a logic that is destined to fail.”
Another issue exacerbated by

the pandemic is that of immigra-

tion, which “is a truly global prob-
lem,” the Italian archbishop said.
Archbishop Caccia said that

“original solutions” to the immi-
gration crisis can only be found
through “closeness and welcome.”
“The important thing is that

there is this will to face this prob-
lem with an open perspective and
to consider that not only the num-
bers, which can be frightening,
but also the names. Behind each
name there is a story, a brother
or a sister; it is not just a number.” 

Cindy Wooden

Junno Arocho Esteves

A health care worker comforts an eldery patient at a hospital in Blackburn, on 14th May, 2020, during the
Covid-19 pandemic. In his message for the celebration of the World Day of the Sick on 11th February, Pope
Francis called on Christians to practise what they preach, including by guaranteeing equal access to health
care for all people. (Catholic News Service photo/Hannah McKay, pool via Reuters)
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People inside and outside the Church
are calling on authorities to get to
the bottom of mystery funds trans-
ferred from the Vatican to Australia.
As Australia’s bishops are con-

sidering requesting information from
the Australian Transaction Reports
and Analysis Centre, a source close
to the Vatican told The Catholic
Weekly, newspaper of the Archdio-
cese of Sydney, that it was “com-
pletely implausible” that $2.3 billion
Australian dollars in Vatican funds
transferred to Australia from Rome
between 2014 and 2020 were legit-
imate.
In October 2020, the Holy See

released a detailed 2019 financial
statement. It closed the year with a
budget deficit of 11 million euros.
The statement showed it had 307
million euros in revenues, 318 mil-
lion euros in expenditures and a
total of 1.4 billion euros in net eq-
uity.
The source told The Catholic

Weekly the Vatican did not have
AU$2.3 billion to spend.
“This is completely inconsistent

with the financial information the
Vatican has published, while its im-
proved financial policies signed by
Pope Francis in 2014 require any
investments to be completely dis-
closed,” the source said. “Given the
suspicious nature of these transfers,
they certainly warrant further in-
vestigation.”
The Vatican has said it does not

know the origin or destination of
the money, with a senior Vatican
official telling media the Holy See
would seek details from Australian
authorities.
Archbishop Mark Coleridge of

Brisbane, president of the Australian
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, told
The Australian newspaper that the
bishops may also ask the Australian
Transaction Reports and Analysis
Centre to reveal whether any of the
funds sent from Vatican City in
47,000 separate transactions went
to Catholic organisations in Aus-
tralia.
He said the bishops did not know

about the transfers until December,
were “astonished” at their scale and
will request an investigation from
Pope Francis into how they occurred
without the bishops’ knowledge.
Since October, Australian Senator

Concetta Fierravanti-Wells has pur-
sued an alleged transfer of AU$1.14
million from the Vatican to Australia

at the time of the investigation into
Australian Cardinal George Pell for
historical sexual abuse offences, of
which he was later cleared by a
unanimous decision of the High
Court.
Fierravanti-Wells, chair of the

Australian Government’s Standing
Committee for the Scrutiny of Del-
egated Legislation, sought informa-
tion from the transaction reporters
and analysis centre, the Australian
Federal Police, and the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade about
the nature of the transfers and about
local investigations and co-operation
with the Vatican’s own ongoing in-
vestigations into financial corruption
and mismanagement.
The discovery of the mystery

transfers, reported by the analysis
centre in December, raises even
more questions.
“This is a complex web of issues

involving actions both in Rome and
in Australia,” Fierravanti-Wells told
The Catholic Weekly.
“There are many legitimate ques-

tions remaining unanswered, includ-
ing from Vatican authorities, AFP,
AUSTRAC and most especially,
from Victorian police and judicial
authorities. Transparency and ac-
countability of these institutions to
the Australian public require that
the matters be pursued,” she said.
A former Australian financial serv-

ices director who has never worked
for the Catholic Church told The
Catholic Weekly that the large num-
ber of transfers seemed to be “de-
signed to avoid reporting.” Under
federal law, banks and money transfer
companies are required to report
amounts transferred locally or from
overseas over AU$10,000. One pos-
sible explanation that the funds may
have been intended for investment
purposes in this country was “highly
unlikely, if not fanciful,” the retired
director said.
“A reputable international investor

would not be investing a large sum
of money in one regional market
but would be looking to diversify
across markets and regions,” the re-
tired director said.
“Such an investor would most

certainly be looking to major global
managers based outside Australia
to achieve such diversification. ...
Nor would such an investor be in-
volved in such a high number of in-
dividual transactions of small
amounts, as such investors make

decisions to get into (and out of)
markets as quickly as possible.”
When releasing the Vatican’s budg-

et report last year, Jesuit Father Juan
Antonio Guerrero Alves, head of
the Secretariat for the Economy,
spoke of Pope Francis’ commitment
to transparency and said that “it is
possible that in some cases, the
Holy See has been not just poorly
advised, but also swindled.”
He spoke in relation to the Vati-

can’s current investigation into some
of its investments, including a Lon-
don luxury property deal.
“I believe that we are learning

from past mistakes or imprudence,”
he said.
Australian Federal Police are in-

vestigating some of the transfers

and have referred some information
to the Victorian Independent Broad-
based Anti-corruption Commission
(IBAC).
In a December interview, Cardinal

Pell, whom Pope Francis hired in
2014 to oversee and reform the Vat-
ican’s finances, described the Holy
See as risking “slowly going broke.”
Expressing support for his suc-

cessor, Fr Juan Antonio, the cardinal
said it was important that “he con-
tinues to have the support of the
pope and that he is not thwarted the
way I was thwarted.”

The Catholic Weekly sent questions
to the Australian Federal Police and
Australian Transaction Reports and
Analysis Centre but did not receive
responses before its deadline.

Australia’s financial watchdog says $2.3 billion
were transferred from Rome to Australia over 
seven years, but a source close to the Vatican
insists the See does not have that kind of money to
make such transfers, Marilyn Rodrigues reports

Vatican denies secret transfers 
of over $2 billion to Australia

Pictured (above) Archbishop Mark
Coleridge of Brisbane, president
of the Australian bishops’
conference, and (right) Carmelo
Barbagallo, president of the
Vatican’s Financial Information
and Supervision Authority. In
Australia, people inside and
outside the Church are calling on
authorities to get to the bottom of
mystery funds transferred from
the Vatican to Australia. 

(Photos: Catholic News Service.)

In brief
PHILADELPHIA: Pop quiz:
Who was the first female Amer-
ican citizen to be canonised a
saint? Elizabeth Seton? No.
Rose Duchesne? No. Katharine
Drexel? No. Try St Frances
Xavier Cabrini (1850-1917),
who was canonised in 1946 by
Pope Pius XII. 
She was born in in Italy but

at the suggestion of Pope Leo
XIII in 1889, she brought her
congregation to the United
States. She embraced her new
country to the extent that she
became a citizen herself and is
truly an American saint. 
Her Missionary Sisters of the

Sacred Heart were originally
founded to work among Italian
immigrants in the US, but – as
usually happens – the apostolate
became more diverse. In the
Philadelphia area, they are best
known for the foundation of
Cabrini University, although
theirs is an international con-
gregation. But St Frances Cabri-
ni is more than the foundress
of a religious congregation, and
more than a holy woman, in
the view of Philadelphia busi-
nessman Eustace Wolfington.
He is spearheading fundraising
for a planned film on the life
and work of St Frances Cabrini,
which will be titled simply,
Cabrini.
The film is expected to be

released later this year.

ROME: In an effort to provide
immediate shelter and aid to
people living on the street in
Rome while also trying to curb
the spread of coronavirus, the
diocesan Caritas and the Italian
Red Cross have started operat-
ing a testing and temporary
holding centre for new arrivals
before they go on to regular
shelters. 
The new offering “represents

an innovative service that works
as a central hub, a missing link”
for new referrals arriving off
the streets, so that they have a
safe place to be tested for Covid-
19 and isolated if need be –
services that cannot be guar-
anteed at Rome’s established
shelters and facilities, said a
joint press release. 
This way, public health can

be safeguarded while also safely
taking in and helping people
in extreme poverty before they
access the many services offered
by parishes and volunteers that
normally intensify and expand
their outreach in the winter
months, it said. 
The new “pre-welcoming”

service, which started last week,
can house 60 people at a time.
They can receive testing for
Covid-19 and have safe, ade-
quate shelter necessary for a
10-day isolation or quarantine
before heading to longer-term
shelters, hostels and parish-run
centres.
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In a homily during Advent, retired
Bishop Raúl Vera López of
Saltillo brought up the burgeoning
local wine industry – something of
a local success story in his
diocese.
“There are people with money,

(who) made their riches in politics,
and now they’re asking for permits
to create wine businesses, and this
will require water,” Bishop Vera
said. That water would come at the
expense of poor farmers, who
“need our voice,” the bishop said.
Certain “injustices we cannot

accept,” Bishop Vera continued.
He also urged “not being
lukewarm Christians. Who is
lukewarm? Those who are unable
to raise their voices in the face of
injustices, lies and barbarities.”
The homily was vintage Bishop

Vera, who seldom pulls his
punches or shies from controversy:
not locally, in a state rife with
political corruption, nor nationally
as he wades into many of Mexico’s
thorniest issues.
Bishop Vera turned 75 last June

and submitted his resignation to
Pope Francis as required by canon
law. Last November, the pope
accepted his resignation. His
successor, Bishop Hilario
González García of Linares, will
be installed later this month.
In a socially distanced interview

from his parish residence – he
contracted Covid-19 in the
autumn, but has fully recovered –
Bishop Vera reflected on his 33
years as a bishop, the pastoral
shortcomings of Mexico’s Church
hierarchy and his willingness to be
so outspoken.
“The Church teaches, from the

Gospel, how we see politics, how
we see the economy,” Bishop Vera
said when asked of his
outspokenness.
“If you propose living the

Gospel, you have to attend to
everything and you can’t live it
partially. I always confronted
things. When I had to speak out
against violence, I spoke out. And
against corruption, I spoke out,”
Bishop Vera continued. “The
pastor has to care for his sheep and
(this) implies confronting the
wolf.”
Bishop Vera’s comments have

long angered local politicians and
elites, who attack him in the media
and do not donate to the diocese,

according to Church officials. In
2014, a displeased group hung a
banner in front of the cathedral in
Saltillo. It said: “We want a
Catholic bishop.”
Cardinal Norberto Rivera

Carrera of Mexico City even came
to Saltillo to baptise the child of a
former governor at odds with
Bishop Vera. A neighbouring
bishop once banned Bishop Vera
from celebrating Mass at a
collapsed mine in which 65
workers died.
Dominican Father Gustavo

Gutiérrez, a prominent Peruvian
liberation theologian, attended the
2012 celebration for Bishop Vera’s
25th anniversary as a bishop. No
Mexican bishop attended.
But Bishop Vera’s passionate

rants on controversial topics such
as corruption, human rights or
Mexican violence make national
news and offer a rare rebuke from
senior clergy, who have tended to
stay silent, speak softly or attempt
to get along with local leaders.
Observers say Bishop Vera’s

departure marks the end of an era
in Mexico, that he was the last in a
line of socially minded bishops,
including Bishops Samuel Ruiz
Garcia and Arturo Lona in
southern Chiapas and Oaxaca
states, respectively. Those bishops
focused on Indigenous issues,
inequality and poverty.
“He’s the last Mexican bishop of

this tradition,” said journalist
Emiliano Ruiz Parra, who profiled
Bishop Vera in his book Ovejas
Negras (Black Sheep) on rebels in
the Mexican Church.
Speaking to me, Bishop Vera

expressed some sorrow with the
postures taken by the bishops’
conference as it shifted to a more
conservative direction and sought
to get along with the Government,
especially as the Vatican and
Mexico re-established relations in
1992 after decades of estrangement.
“They started to control the

social ministry from the
(conference) president’s council,”
Bishop Vera told me.
“There was a lot of collaboration

... because we received many
favours from the Government. And
that led us to keep our mouths
shut,” he said. “I’m not speaking
of all bishops. I’m speaking of the
structure at the time.”
Bishop Vera describes himself

as “a child of the Second Vatican
Council” and said, as a bishop: “I
proposed building the Church on a
base of the Second Vatican
Council.”
The council occurred as Bishop

Vera was pursuing a degree in
chemical engineering at the
National Autonomous University
of Mexico.
He was drawn to the priesthood

by the Dominicans, who operated
an outreach centre near the
university. His first job in the
private sector with a US-owned
candy company also influenced
him. He said he saw the company
flouting foreign-ownership laws
and not sharing profits with
workers as required by law. He
saw a union not doing its job to
protect members.
“I was going to start working

with cheating and immoral
people,” he recalled.
After joining the Dominicans,

Bishop Vera went to work with
students and preached on
weekends at a Dominican centre
outside Mexico City. There, he
worked with poor farmers, who, he
said, “evangelised me.”

“They saw the Gospel in such a
clean and clear way, and that
surprised me,” he said.
His work took him into some of

Mexico’s poorest dioceses: Ciudad
Altamirano in Guerrero state and
later San Cristóbal de Las Casas in
Chiapas, where he was coadjutor
under Bishop Ruiz.
While Bishop Vera was serving

in Chiapas in the 1990s, the
aftermath of the Zapatista uprising
played out and Bishop Ruiz – long
unpopular with the landowning
elites for his promotion of
Indigenous causes and establishing
an autochthonous church – was a
key figure in the peace process.
When Bishop Ruiz submitted his

resignation in 1999, Bishop Vera
was supposed to succeed him. But
St. John Paul II sent him to
Saltillo, a move interpreted as an
attempt to placate local elites and
the Mexican Government. Bishop
Vera petitioned the pope to
reconsider, but moved north in
March 2000.
“The pope can perfectly say:

‘You are the successor, but I’m
going to send you to another
place,’” he said.

In Saltillo, Bishop Vera focused
on diocesan social ministries and
designed a pastoral plan, inspired
by his engineering background, he
said.
He cared for oft-exploited coal

miners and factory workers in a
city expanding with free trade. 
He opened a migrant shelter,
expanded prison ministries and
blessed the formation of church
groups for LGBTQ Catholics.
As violence exploded in Mexico,

Bishop Vera founded human rights
centres that supported some of the
first collectives of families, who
formed search brigades for their
missing loved ones in the face of
government inaction.
“We cannot stay silent in the

face of victims’ pain,” Bishop Vera
said.
“What we have achieved here,

we achieved because there is pain,
because there is victimisation,”
Bishop Vera said. “A reading of
these evils shows they are created
by a structure ... the political
structure and the economic
structure that exists in Mexico.
That, too, has to change, and we
have to be agents of that change.”

To care for the sheep, confront the
wolf, says retired Mexican bishop
David Agren chats to retired Bishop Raúl Vera
López, who reflects on his 33 years as a bishop,
the pastoral shortcomings of Mexico’s Church
hierarchy and his willingness to be so outspoken

Retired Bishop Raúl Vera López of Saltillo, Mexico, poses for a photo after Mass at St James Cathedral in
Saltillo, on 13th December, 2020. (CNS photo/David Agren)
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VATICAN LETTER

Cindy Wooden

Whether or not they raised a glass
of bubbly as the new year made its
debut, many people around the
world were convinced that 2021
had to be better than 2020 was.
Pope Francis, leading the

recitation of the Angelus on 3rd
January, had a simple-sounding
idea for how to make that happen.
“We do not know what 2021

holds for us,” he said, “but what
each one of us, and all of us
together, can do is to take care of
each other and of creation, our
common home.”
The pope’s hopes and best

wishes for the new year were
echoed, and expanded upon, by a
variety of Catholic leaders reached
by Catholic News Service.
“Maybe with the discovery of

the vaccines, we can have some
hope. But what gives me more
confidence is that patients and
people in general now know how
to protect themselves and how to
coexist with Covid,” said one of
Italy’s front-line heroes, a
religious from Congo who became
a doctor to help her people and
ended up working in Italy’s hard-
hit Bergamo region.
Disciples of the Redeemer Sister

Angel Bipendu, a physician
working in the public health
service in Villa d’Alme, a small
town near Bergamo, told me: “We
are still battling Covid-19, there
are still cases, but it is not like it
was” last spring.
Until 13th December she was

focusing on Covid-19 patients, but
she has since returned to her
principal duties as the physician
on call each night for the town of
about 6,500 people. She still has
not returned to the Canossian
Sisters’ convent where she was
living prior to the pandemic. Many
of the sisters there are elderly, and
Sr Angel will not take a chance on
bringing the virus home to them.
After having seen so many

people die and having had to
comfort so many grieving families,
Sr Angel said she has no patience
for people who object to wearing a
mask. “Having to wear a mask is
not a violation of personal
freedom. In fact, those who don’t
wear masks violate the rights of
others because they can infect
them. We all have an obligation to
wear masks and observe the
precautions.”
The virus, she said, has or

should have taught people some
useful perspective. “We used to
think we could dominate
everything, but now we see that
we were super-dominated by a
pandemic.”
Cardinal Michael Czerny,

Vatican undersecretary for
migrants and refugees, said that

before the pandemic, wishing
someone a happy New Year
meant: “Here’s wishing you more
of the same good things” or good
things “along with, if possible, a
bit of improvement.”
“But that doesn’t work this time

around,” he said. “As Pope Francis
often repeats, so eloquently,
‘Anyone who thinks that the only
lesson to be learned’ – from the
annus horribilis 2020 – ‘is the
need to improve what we were
already doing … is denying
reality.’”
So, the cardinal said, “the first

step to really meaning ‘Happy
New Year of 2021’ is to stop
fantasising about the old normal.
The vaccine is good and
important, but it won’t bring 2019
back.”
“Instead, we have to wish each

other an entirely new, a radically
new, new year of 2021, going
forward differently and not turning
back,” Cardinal Czerny said. Like
Pope Francis indicated: “2021 will
be a good year only if we start
taking care of each other and of
our common home. And make no
mistake, in this perspective, ‘each
other’ doesn’t mean ‘our own and
forget the rest’; it means all our
brothers and sisters, beginning
with the neediest and most
vulnerable, as well as future
generations, too.”
Ginevra Ossola, a sustainability

specialist serving as the junior co-
ordinator of the ecology task force
of the Vatican’s Covid-19
Commission, said her hopes for
the new year also are “to avoid
going ‘back to normal,’” and
instead “realise and face the
mistakes we have made as human
beings until today.”
“My biggest hope for 2021 is to

stop harming our home, Earth, and
to work together to regenerate
what we helped destroy,” she said.
“I wish for a regeneration from the
social, environmental and
economic point of view, starting
with the equal and safe vaccination
for all, with maximum
transparency and without unjust
privileges.”
Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia,

president of the Pontifical
Academy for Life, said he already
saw signs of hope in many of the
ways people reacted to the
challenges of 2020.
“The solidarity that I saw in

action in the months of the
pandemic was for me a strong sign
of the rediscovery of our
community roots,” he said. “I
think that this year we need to
strengthen brotherhood,
community, human bonds without
borders. This is the deep root of
Christianity: the spirit of universal

brotherhood, through which we
can work for truth, for justice, for
peace, for a respectful
development of the environment
and peoples.”
Salesian Sister Alessandra

Smerilli, an economist and member
of the Vatican Covid-19
Commission, said that for her, hope
is “the virtue that pushes us to build
the future, our tomorrow, without
being paralysed and waiting for
something to change. It makes us
operative today, because what will
come depends on us, too.”
“In Italy,” she said, “we have a

saying: ‘Push your heart over the
obstacle and go after it.’ Hope
makes us look beyond the
obstacles.”
Sr Alessandra  said she hoped

Catholics model their behaviour
on that of the first Christian
communities, sharing all they have
to ensure that no one goes without
basic necessities. “I would like
love for one’s brother and sister to
be the distinctive trait of
Christians today as well, and for us
to be exemplary in showing
personal and collective
responsibility.”

This new year requires more than a toast

(above) Disciples of the Redeemer Sister Angel Bipendu (right), a
physician from Congo working in the public health service in Villa
d’Alme, Italy, is seen in her office in this April 2020 photo at the height of
the Covid-19 crisis in northern Italy. Sr Angel said her hope for 2021 is
based on the availability of vaccines, 
but especially on trust that people now know what to do to slow the
spread of the coronavirus. 

(Catholic News Service photos/courtesy Sister Angel Bipendu)
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JOURNEY IN FAITH
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Take a drive through any town or
city and you will find yourself
swimming in a sea of words.
Instructions telling you what to do,
directions telling you where to go,
bill boards urging you what to buy,
a brightly lit colour-wash of
countless words. 
Words, whether spoken one to

another or read silently, offer each
of us a means of communication,
telling a story, offering access to
the market place of ideas. It is
indeed, to quote Henri Nouwen, a
‘wordy world’. He writes in his
book The Way of the Heart:
“Wherever we go we are
surrounded by words: words softly
whispered, loudly proclaimed, or
angrily screamed; words spoken,
recited or sung; words in many
sounds, many colours, or in many
forms; words to be heard, read
seen, or glanced at; words which
flicker off and on, move slowly,
dance, jump or wiggle. Words,
words, words! They form the
floor, the walls and the ceiling of
our existence.” 
I remember a large collage I

made and hung on the wall near
my room in the school of my first
headship. It was a collection of
hundreds of words, both large and
small, cut from magazines, single
words haphazardly arranged, a
multitude of black shapes in a
variety of fonts, each with its own
meaning. 
When we attempt

communication we arrange words
in a significant order, telling a

particular story that we wish to
share with our listeners or readers,
hoping that they might understand
what we are saying and so respond
to our initiative.
The opening of John’s Gospel

brings us face to face with the
Word that is God. “In the
beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God and the Word
was God.” A brief, yet profound
statement, that brings us face to
face with the reality of Creation.
The tone of our voice tells as

much of the story as the meaning
of the words we use, be it soft or
harsh. There is a silence in the
space between words that offers
time for reflection on the sounds
we hear. Sometimes the silence
tells us even more than that, it gifts
us time to pause and reflect. At
other times the significance of a
word goes way beyond its literal
meaning having an association
with time or place or an individual
in an altogether different context.
It revives memories.
That surely is why the Desert

Fathers offer us a way of quiet, a
space that is not immediately filled
with the sound of language, an
opportunity to listen rather than
offering an immediate opinion.
How often in a verbal exchange
with someone do we find
ourselves developing our response
when we should be listening to
what our companion is telling us?
Solitude is completed by silence,

the active silence of listening.
When we seek out the counsel of a

friend, what is it that we expect in
our time together over a cup of
coffee? We have a problem which
is the cause of anxiety and we
wish to talk it through with
someone we trust will be
sympathetic. So what is it we
expect in our time together? Some
go seeking a solution neatly
packaged and tied with pink
ribbon. Others look for
reassurance that everything will
eventually be alright, that given
time, all will be resolved. But
sometimes the response is one of
attentive silence. A Japanese
proverb comes to mind. “I may not
say much but don’t mistake me for
a wall.” 
We recognise this when we

describe someone as ‘a good
listener’.
For some reason, many people

are afraid of the experience of
silence and so when they find
themselves in the solitude of
silence, they seek to fill the lonely
hollow with the spoken word,
anxious not to be left alone in a
void.
All of this of course applies to

our life in prayer for that indeed
can be another ‘wordy world’. So
often the words ‘Let us pray’ are
followed by the copious eloquence
of carefully chosen words, rarely
by silence. We have our lists of
requests, those who have asked for
our prayers, the hectic fill that is
for so many their day by day life-
experience. Our lives are so busy
that we can no longer hear what it

is that God is asking of each one of
us. Our life in prayer should be one
continuous action, our doing from
one moment to another a wordless
prayer, carrying us on our journey
in faith, a silent sifting of one
action after another. An attentive
silence is the reality of prayer.
We have too easily become

dependent on words rather than on
caring for the being who we were
meant to be, an individual
reflection of the creative word of
God. 
Carefully chosen words can

inspire those who hear them to act
in a particular way. Gandhi
suggested that: ‘Prayer is not
asking. It is a longing of the soul’.
And so we ought to begin our
prayer by listening in that space
between words rather than
cluttering it up with noise. 
Possibly one of the most

necessary requests made by the
community of their priests is this –
‘teach us to pray’. It does of course
pre-suppose that the priest has
already explored the life of prayer
himself. It will not be answered by
a glib formulation of worn-out
words. Rather, we must address
the root of our relationships and
talk once more of our silent
listening in time set aside.
Simplicity, brevity, awareness, all
have a part to play. That is why a
liturgy that is built around a silent
presence, one with another and all
with God, can lead us into the
depths of prayer.
Parish liturgies can only be

enhanced by taking the risk of
venturing into this unfamiliar
territory, where the ground is
cleared of unnecessary clutter and
growth of new seed is encouraged.
I always remember the words of

a Dominican whom we invited to
talk with parishioners on the
ministry of Reading, discussing
with me the programme for the
evening. I opened with the
suggestion that we start with Mass
at 7.30pm His response was rapid
and succinct – ‘Why do Catholics
always want Mass with
everything?’ Not that he was being
disrespectful to the Eucharist but
was only offering for consideration
an alternative access to prayer. 
Our journey through the

countryside is very different to the
imagined drive through the city
with which I began these few
words. There, in narrow lanes,
lined with hedges, wooden fenced
fields and scattered houses, the
words are few, yet the experience
is stimulating, the rewards are
great. Maybe we should seek out
the countryside of prayer a little
more often and leave the confusion
of flashing neon city lights for
another day.

In the beginning was the Word

For some reason, many people are
afraid of the experience of silence and

so when they find themselves in the
solitude of silence, they seek to fill the

lonely hollow with the spoken word,
anxious not to be left alone in a void

Henri Nouwen, pictured in the
early 1990s, was a Dutch Catholic
priest, professor, writer and
theologian.
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Fr Michael Collins

The first monks who took up
residence in the ‘Valley of the two
lakes’ – Glendalough in Irish –
were anxious to get away from
people in order to draw closer to
God. If their ghosts still visit the
monastic site, they would be
greatly surprised.
Over the past several years the

valley has been visited by
increasing crowds, some would
say hoards, who admire the
extraordinary beauty of the
Wicklow countryside.
Situated some 40 miles

south of
Dublin,
Glendalough
has long been
a focus of
prayer and
pilgrimage. The
earliest vestiges
of the monastic
life date to the
seventh century,

two centuries
after Christianity
was established in Ireland.
There is evidence of human

settlements as far back as the
Neolithic period some 10,000
years ago when people of the
district lived by hunting and
fishing. 
According to tradition, the

seventh century St Kevin lived in
the area, first as a hermit and later
as abbot of a group of like-
minded men. He is regarded at the
patron saint of the district and
drew people to hear his sermons
by his aesthetic life.
By the late 11th, early 12th

century, the abbey of Glendalough
had reached its zenith with nine
Romanesque churches and a round
tower. Yet it was this success
which led to several attacks,
leading to the destruction of many
of the buildings.  
One of the most respected

abbots, Laurence O’Toole, was
appointed Archbishop of Dublin
where his care for the poor and
willingness to negotiate between
the native Irish and Norman
invaders became legendary. In
1152, the Synod of Kells chose
Dublin over Glendalough as one of
the four archdioceses of Ireland,
along with Armagh, Cashel and
Tuam. The decision caused the
rise of Dublin and the gradual
diminishment of the rural area of

Glendalough.  
Over half a century later,
in 1213, the English

King John granted
the valley of
Glendalough to

Dublin, while three years
later, Pope Innocent III placed the
abbey under the juristriction of the
Archbishop of Dublin. 
The papal move was political.

Many of the noble Irish families
had lands around the monastery
and three kings who wished to
become High Kings of Ireland
used the abbey as a base. The
English king was concerned that
Glendalough would become a
focal point of rebellion against
English control. He therefore
nipped any moves for
independence in the bud.
The monastery continued as a

magnet for pilgrims drawn by the
legends of St Kevin, but between
1536-8 the sheriffs of King Henry
VIII dissolved the foundation and
destroyed the church and monastic
buildings. 
The area never recovered. When

the Irish Free State was
established in the early 20th
century, the new government

decided against efforts of the
Archdiocese of Dublin to restore
many of the 12th century
Romanesque buildings and re-
establish a monastic settlement. 
The out-going Archbishop of

Dublin, Diarmuid Martin made a
parting gesture last September
when he donated a bell to the
National Museum of Ireland. The
gift coincided with the launch of
an exhibition at the museum on
Glendalough.

Entitled Glendalough: Power,
Prayer and Pilgrimage, the
exhibition features 24 objects
which have never been displayed
in public before. The exhibition
includes a worn woman’s shoe
over 1,000-years-old, a tiny statue
of a saint, an 11th century jet cross
made in Whitby in North
Yorkshire and a hoard of Viking
coins. The iron bell donated by the
archbishop dates between the
eighth-ninth century and is
contemporary with the
celebrated Book of Kells.
In the period of

early Irish
Christianity, there
were two types of
bells. The first was made
from a long rectangular
sheet of iron, folded at the
centre and riveted at the sides
with iron nails. The second was a
bronze bell, made from the “lost

wax” technique popular in
antiquity.  
Bells figure often in the

medieval Lives of the Saints of
Ireland. There are stories of bells
flying through the air on their way
to Rome, ringing to advise
wandering monks where to build
their monasteries and averting
disaster. They warn of storms at
sea and toll unexpectedly to ward
off danger. From the seventh
century onwards, the monks of
Armagh travelled through the

north of Ireland on a
circuit, exacting ‘dues’
from the people. They
were accompanied by
the wondrous relics of
St Patrick which
included a tooth and
his bell. 
Even when the

monasteries were
supplanted by the
arrival of
Franciscans,
Dominicans,
Carmelites and
Augustinians in the
12th century, the
bells continued to
play an important
role. The bell was
a tangible
connection with
the celebrated
saints, most of
whom were men.
The bell donated

to the museum by the
archbishop, known as the
Knocktemple Bell, was found in
the ground near Glendalough and
purchased at an auction in 1915 by
a priest attached to Dublin’s Pro-
Cathedral. It came into the care of
the Archbishop of Dublin in the
early 1920s.
Archbishop Martin donated the

bell to National Museum where it
could be well cared for and seen
by many. But it raises

in my mind the future of so many
ecclesiastical goods.
As churches, seminaries,

monasteries, convents and other
establishments close or downscale,
what will happen to theses
liturgical and devotional items?
Several years ago, a far-seeing
Dublin priest, Fr John Fitzpatrick
set up a temporary exhibition to
mark the Jubilee of 2000. It
attracted large numbers of visitors
for several years, both from Ireland
and abroad. 
When it closed, we spoke to the

then archbishop, Desmond
Connell, about setting up a proper
museum. While supportive of the
idea, he said that his priority was
for the poor of the diocese. He also
had a substantial diocesan debt to
clear.
When religious institutions

close, the liturgical objects are
most often committed to the care
of the diocesan bishop, who
generally tries to redistribute them. 
Many dioceses across Europe
have impressive diocesan

museums. Think of
Santiago de
Compostela,
Milan, Paris,
Florence to cite
but a few. Curated

to a high degree, these

Glendalough: a special place 
in Ireland’s Christian history
The exhibition, ‘Glendalough: Power, Prayer and Pilgrimage’ at the National Museum of Ireland features 24 objects
associated with the world-famous site. They span a period of 1,200 years and are all being exhibited for the first time.

This shoe is made from a
single piece of cowhide
and probably belonged to
a woman. It is heavily
worn. AD 899 – 1033.

Bronze-coated iron 
hand-bell. Eighth-ninth
century AD. The
Knockatemple hand-bell
pre conservation 
(on the left) and 
post conservation 
(on the right).
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museums attract visitors
and allow the relics,
chalices, monstrances,
liturgical vestments
continue to speak.
Admittedly, it would be
better if these items were in
use, but they still serve a
purpose in the
eduction and
edification of the
public.
Regrettably,

Ireland has no such
museum. Just think
if the Book of Kells,
which attracts over
half a million
visitors at its home
in Trinity College
Dublin, was still in
diocesan hands. The
fault for that, of
course, lies with the
late lamented King
Henry VIII.
The diocesan

seminary was sold last
year and now the task
of housing the
valuable collection of
paintings which were
stored there awaits the
newly-appointed
Archbishop Dermot
Farrell. I fear that may
well end up “on permanent loan”
to the National Gallery of Ireland.
I have no idea what a permanent
loan means, but it rather sounds

like the death knell. 
Rather than

surrender our
treasures, we ought
to curate them and
place them in
public view in a
museum of our
own – perhaps in
one of the many city
churches earmarked
to close in Dublin in
the next few years.
An expensive
enterprise no doubt,
but one that would
allow them shine
once more. I am
confident that such
a venture would win
support from

philanthropists and the
general public. As the

good Lord said: “take from
the store room things both old

and new.” (Mt.13.52)
The exhibition is temporarily

closed to the public and can be
viewed online at www.museum.ie

A spectacular spiritual
beauty at the heart of
Ireland’s ancient East

This carved statuette is
made of yew wood and
depicts an unknown
figure, probably a saint. It
was discovered in 1930 in
a ruined building near the
upper lake at
Glendalough. 15th or 16th

century AD.

Crossing the Glendasan River near the Monastic City of Glendalough,
County Wicklow, Ireland.
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Questions and answers... with Fr Francis Doyle

Q. Could you please tell me why
Catholics no longer bow their
head at the name of Jesus? I
seem to be the only one still
doing that – even the priests
don’t. When and why did this
stop? 
A. The tradition of reverencing

the name of Jesus takes its origin
from St Paul, who wrote in his
Letter to the Philippians 2:9-10:
‘God greatly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is
above every other name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should
bend ... and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord. ...’
The custom was formalised at

the Second Council of Lyons in
the 13th century, which decreed
the special honour due, ‘that at the
name of Jesus every knee should
bow; whenever that glorious name
is recalled, especially during the
sacred mysteries of the Mass,
everyone should bow the knees of
his heart, which he can do even by
a bow of his head’.

The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal, which currently
governs celebrations of the Mass,
goes beyond that and says in No.
275, ‘A bow of the head is made
when the three Divine Persons are
named together and at the names
of Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin
Mary and of the saint in whose
honour Mass is being celebrated’.
So, to your question, you are

correct in bowing at the name of
Jesus, and everyone else should 
be doing it, too. It lifts us all from
the mundane and serves as a
convenient reminder that there are
lofty realities that transcend and
beckon us.

Q. For some months now, due to
the Covid crisis, my family and I
have been attending Mass
virtually, as two of the four of us
have high-risk health issues. We
miss attending in person, but we
have created certain rituals at
home to make the Mass sacred –
including dressing
appropriately, responding to the
prayers and standing and
kneeling at the appropriate
times.
However, I find it difficult to

turn off my ‘Mum brain’ and
focus on the Mass when I look
around my house at things that
need to be done – cleaning,
laundry, etc. I have a shortened
attention span due to a brain
injury some years ago. I have
found that it helps me now to
focus my attention on Jesus if I
knit when I pray; I started doing
that with the Divine Mercy
Chaplet and the Rosary and
lately I have been knitting while
we view the Mass.
But my teenage daughter

thinks that this is inappropriate;
since the Mass is a sacrament,
she feels that my knitting is
disrespectful to God. I would be
grateful for your advice. 
A. I am impressed by your

family’s efforts to keep the Mass
sacred despite being forced to
view it at home. And I am sure
you are aware that, during the
current pandemic, you are not
under obligation to watch the Mass
on television or via a livestream;
you are doing it not because you
are bound to, but because you
want to. And if knitting while you
watch helps you to focus your
thoughts on Jesus, then I would
say: By all means, knit away!

Q. My son, who is 20-years-old,
has left the Catholic religion for
a Bible-based faith. We have had
many lively discussions which we
both enjoy, and it has actually
helped to reinvigorate my own
Catholic beliefs. There is one of
his questions, though, which I’m
not sure how to answer. He
wants to know if the death of
Jesus paid in full for the sins of
all believers past, present and
future, why would God punish
someone if they fail to go to
confession? 
A. I was caught short by your

first sentence. You seem to
concede that your own Catholic
religion is not a ‘Bible-based
faith’. There’s no need to do that.
Instead, explain to your son that
Catholicism is built on twin pillars
(called technically, ‘sources of
revelation’), namely Scripture and
tradition.
A Catholic does believe in the

Bible and is guided by the
teachings of Jesus found therein.
But Catholics also believe that
authentic teaching from God did
not end with the death of Jesus; it
continued through the apostles and
even now through their successors,
in whom the Spirit works to
preserve, expound upon and
spread the message of Christ.
As to your specific question

about confession, Catholics
believe, in reliance on John’s
Gospel (20:22-23), that on the first
Easter Sunday evening, the risen
Jesus appeared to the apostles and
said: “Receive the Holy Spirit.
Whose sins you forgive are
forgiven them; whose sins you
retain are retained.” That is the
biblical foundation for the
confession of sins to a priest, a
practice that took root early in the
history of the Church.
So, while it is true that the

pardon for our sins is based on the
merits of Christ’s death and
Resurrection, that pardon is
transmitted to individual Catholics
through the sacrament of penance,

or reconciliation.
The Church holds that one must

seek absolution from a priest for
any mortal sins (i.e., grievous
actions or omissions done with
knowledge and full consent) and
encourages us to go to confession
for lesser offences also, as a means
of making steady progress on the
way to holiness.
For a non-Catholic who does not

have the sacrament of penance
available, I would be quite certain
that God has figured out a way to
forgive that person, too, presuming
the proper dispositions of sorrow
and purpose of amendment.
But I sure think that it’s a real

plus to be a Catholic and to have
the comfort of hearing the priest
say on behalf of Christ: “It’s okay,
you’re forgiven. That’s all behind
you, and now you can start over.”

Q. In our parish and in some
other churches I’ve visited in the
last few years, I notice that the
bells are no longer rung when
the host and the chalice are
elevated. Why would centuries of
tradition be eliminated? The
Mass is about sounds, the smell
of the candles and the emotions
that the laity feel during the
service. Don’t those who make
the decisions care how the rest of
us feel about all of the changes
that have taken place?
A. Since the 1969 revisions in

the Mass under Pope Paul VI,
ringing of bells by the Mass server
at the elevation has been optional.
The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal says in No. 150 that
this is left to the discretion of the

priest. Most parishes today, I
would think, do not use bells.
A quick history lesson might

help. Ringing bells at the elevation
began in the early part of the 13th
century. At that time, few people
received Communion regularly at
Mass, so few, in fact, that the
Church had to mandate its
reception at least once a year.
Most worshippers in those days

went to Mass primarily to adore
Christ rather than to receive him.
Because of that, the central focus
was seen as the elevation, when
the consecrated species were lifted
high to be reverenced.
Today, instead, reception of holy

Communion is considered the
natural fulfilment of the sacrifice
and the act that unites us most
intimately to the risen Christ. Bells
at the elevation might be seen as
misplacing the emphasis.
But bells remain an option,

particularly if a great majority of
the worshippers felt that their use
would highlight the solemnity of
the Mass and prompt deeper
reverence.

Q. A friend’s sibling committed
suicide about 20 years ago while
in high school – after struggling
with depression for years,
despite getting treatment,
counselling and a lot of family
support. The family was – and
still is – devastated. At the time,
the family’s priest said
something about suicide being a
sin, which added to the family’s
hurt and turned them away from
the Church.
I fully support respect for life,

but I think I remember reading
that the Church has changed its
thinking about depression-
related suicide in recent years
and now relates it to an illness
that might not be a sin in those
circumstances. Is that correct,
and do you have any suggestions
for helping the family think
about getting back to church?
A. I commend you for your

concern – and for your prayers for
that family. The hurt from a
suicide lasts a long time, and I will
pray for them, too. Your question
arrived in my email during the
same week that I was involved in a
funeral for a suicide victim.
I have explained to this family

that, when I was first ordained (in
the 1960s), the common practice
of the Church was not to celebrate
a funeral Mass for someone who
had chosen to take his or her own
life.
But that is no longer true; the

Church has grown wiser since then
and now understands that grave
psychological anxiety can
sometimes mitigate – or even
remove – a person’s capacity to
make decisions and his moral
responsibility for those choices.
Based on that, the Catechism of

the Catholic Church now says,
‘We should not despair of the
eternal salvation of persons who
have taken their own lives’ (No.
2283). This family, I believe, has
found some comfort in knowing
that.

� Please note that Fr Doyle
cannot answer readers’ personal
questions through this column.

Bowing your head at the name of Jesus

A group of teenagers comfort each other during a vigil for a friend who committed suicide. 
(Catholic News Service photo/Paul Darrow, Reuters)
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PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

Ellis Heasley

Reports have emerged of a
severe crackdown on human
rights, including the right to
freedom of religion or belief,
across China over the
Christmas and New Year
period. The crackdown is in
line with previous years which
have seen similar efforts by
the Chinese authorities to
increase their repression of
religious groups over the
festive period, and comes
amid a continuing human
rights crisis in the country.

Last month, this column
urged readers to pray for
Christian human rights
defender and former lawyer
Zhang Zhan, who has been
detained since May 2020 for
her reporting on the
coronavirus pandemic. Such
prayers remain essential, as
on 28th December she was
sentenced to four years in
prison on charges of “picking
quarrels and provoking
trouble.”

Zhang, 37, is reportedly in
poor health after spending
several months on hunger
strike in protest of her
detention. Her lawyer, Ren
Qiuanniu, has also been
targeted, receiving a letter
from the Chinese authorities
on 4th January stating that
his license to practise as a
lawyer may be revoked.

News also emerged over the
Christmas period that
Uyghur doctor Gulshan
Abbas had been sentenced to
20 years imprisonment for
terrorism-related offences in
March 2019. Dr Abbas’
family, who only learnt of her
sentence on Christmas day,
some 21 months after it was
handed down, have repeatedly
called for her release,
referring to Dr Abbas as a
‘prisoner without a crime.’

Spurious sentences handed
to religious adherents were
not the only indicators of the
authorities’ intense crackdown
over the festive period.
Christian non-governmental
organisation China Aid
reported that the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) had
banned all Christmas activities
organised by Christians with
the exceptions of attending
government-sanctioned Three-
self churches, and Christian
gatherings among family
members in their own homes.

In subsequent days, China
Aid and others also
documented numerous police

raids on Christian meetings,
as well as reports of ‘Pro-
Mao’ citizens marching
through streets proclaiming
anti-Christmas messages.
Members of Early Rain
Covenant Church in
Chengdu, which has faced
harassment from the
authorities for several years,
were particularly targeted,
with reports of at least
individuals being threatened
by police, and others facing
threats of eviction owing to
police pressure on landlords.

One welcome development
amid this concerning picture
for human rights was the
signing into law of the Tibetan
Policy and Support Act by US
President Donald Trump. The
Bill was welcomed by activists
and human rights
organisations both within and
outside of Tibet, with the
International Campaign for
Tibet describing it as a means
to “dramatically upgrade US
support for Tibetans in key
areas.”

Christian Solidarity
Worldwide (CSW) also
continues to draw
encouragement from brave
human rights activists in
China who remain unbowed
in their mission to speak out
regarding human rights
abuses in the country. For
example, on New Year’s Day,
the China Human Rights
Lawyers Group published a
statement highlighting the
suppression of free speech
and press freedom and its
impact on the spread of the
Covid-19 pandemic. The
statement concludes with a
rallying cry: “We will
continue to concern ourselves
with all the sufferings and
injustices, until the day that
constitutionalism, rule of law,
human rights and democracy
come to China.”

Please continue to pray 
for China. Ask God to
miraculously intervene in the
country so that those who
are unjustly imprisoned
would be set free, and that
those facing harassment,
intimidation and even
violence on account of what
they believe would be
protected. Crucially, please
pray that 2021 would mark a
year in which the situation of
human rights in China sees a
significant and resounding
shift to one of peace,
tolerance and justice.

A spiritual director once surprised
me by asking: “What does your
little voice have to say?”
“Little voice?” I thought. “I

don’t have a little voice.”
So I was astonished to find

myself listening to my little voice.
I did have one; how had I not
noticed all these years? Suddenly I
was invited to “walk in a larger
place” (Ps 31). The only way to
find out the truth of it was to try
it – led and supported by the
community.
A century and more ago,

Christians in various parts of the
world began listening to their
“little voice” telling them that
divided Christian Churches needed
each other, and that being hostile
to one another was hard on them
and hard on the world.
Many not only listened to that

little voice, but also acted on it.
They found ways for Christians not
in communion with each other to
talk and listen at high levels and
grassroots levels. Together, instead
of in isolated camps, they read
Scripture, worked, studied Church
history and early Church
theologians. Most important, they
prayed for each other and even
prayed together in ways they
could.
As Cardinal Walter Kasper has

written, the impetus of working
towards reconciliation and full
Christian unity is clearly a
response to the one Holy Spirit,
who roused many people in many
different places to do things never
done before.
Could various people listen to

the same “little voice”? In the case
of the ecumenical movement, the
Catholic Church has said “yes” –
officially, since 1964. Catholics
are urged not to fear other
Christian Churches and
communities, but to be active
agents of fostering unity with
them.
Undoubtedly, mistakes have

been made along the way. Much
has been learned. Ecumenism, the
quest for full Christian unity, looks
and sounds different from its early
days. Those early pioneers risked
and accomplished much.
Imagine facing 2021 – this new

year that breaks in on a shaken
world – without the little voice of
peace and reconciliation that
fortunately haunts us all, and is
stronger and richer because
Christians have dared to sing it
together, for decades now. Can a
fractured world be healed by a
fractured Christian witness?
Complete Christian unity is urgent

for the life of the suffering world.
Having dared to abide in Christ’s

love, those pioneers have borne
much fruit (Jn 15:5-7) – the text
chosen for for this year’s Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity
(January 18th-25th) by a working
group at Grandchamp,
Switzerland, an ecumenical
monastic community.
The annual Week of Prayer itself

is an example of how different
people responding to the one Spirit
can bring about change they
couldn’t have imagined alone.
It’s the child of two Pauls,

dreamt up in 1908 as the Octave of
Christian Unity by Father Paul
Wattson with Sister Lurana White.
Fr Paul founded the Franciscan
Friars of the Atonement, their
charism the unity of all Christians.
The octave was the fruit of Fr
Paul’s certainty that Christian
unity could not be simply a human
creation, but must be a work of
God, and therefore depended on
prayer.
The second Paul, Abbé Paul

Couturier, saw that ecumenism
must be a spiritual ecumenism. He
helped the octave develop into the
Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, praying that all come closer
to Christ, and therefore to one
another.
Pope Benedict XVI remarked,

while a cardinal: “In any case it
should be clear that we do not
create unity, no more than we
bring about righteousness by
means of our works, but that on
the other hand we should not sit
around twiddling our thumbs.”
Some inter-Church issues have

been resolved, including a key
theological conflict of the
Reformation between Lutherans
and Catholics (1999). Many need
more work. Those who went
before did their part. Who will do
ours?
A challenge is held out to us by

the bold hands of Christians who
preceded and opened a larger place
for us. Will we enter a sleepy next
phase of ecumenism, comfortable
in our separate cubicles sending
emails and twiddling thumbs? Or
will our clergy and pastoral leaders
pray and work with other Christian
communities, learning to receive
their gifts while sharing ours? Will
seminarians be encouraged to plan
their response to the large
percentage of “mixed” marriages
in their flocks?
Will our bishops heed the Spirit

speaking through the Vatican’s
April 2020 document, The Bishop
and Christian Unity, released
specifically to them? Will we help
our bishops follow this new
directive? Will we wake up and
listen to what the Spirit is saying
to the Church?
We can take concrete steps to

move towards other Christian
Churches in joyful welcome,
daring to move from a once-a-year
prayer with strangers to at least a
dialogue of charity. Many are
responding across Church
divisions to needs created by the
pandemic.
We are not alone. As a late

bishop exhorted, we don’t need to
wait for full communion to do the
many things we already can do
together.

COMMENT

Christian unity urgent
for a suffering world China’s human rights crisis

continues into the New Year
Mary Marrocco

Pope John Paul II and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of
Constantinople embrace on the balcony of St Peter’s Basilica following
three days of private meetings in 1995. Now, over 25 years ago St John
Paul’s encyclical on ecumenism, Ut Unum Sint, put the papal seal of
approval on a shift in the Catholic Church’s approach to the search for
Christian unity. (Catholic News Service photo/Arturo Mari, L’Osservatore Romano) 
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CREDO

Fr Francis Marsden

Disorderly mobs storm the Capitol
in Washington, at the instigation of
the still-sitting President. Five
dead. A blatant attempt to prevent
the validation of the election of his
successor. 

The United States has long
presented itself to the world as the
epitome of democracy, so the
events of 7th January came as a
shock. The nation which has tried
to force democracy upon many
other societies, found its own
democracy imperilled. 

“It has been said that democracy
is the worst form of Government
except for all those other forms
that have been tried from time
to time.…”   (Winston Churchill –
11th November, 1947)

The Greek philosopher
Plato (pictured) (428-
347 BC) lived in the
Athenian democracy.
Only men who had
completed military
service were entitled
to vote, not women or
slaves. Plato had certain
criticisms about democracy
which are relevant even today. 

In The Republic Book 9 he
identified five types of regimes,
ranked from best to worst:
Aristocracy, Timocracy, Oligarchy,
Democracy, and Tyranny.

Plato’s ideal system was
Aristocracy (Greek aristos =
good), rule by the good and wise.
His model leader was the

philosopher-king, well educated,
unselfish, unhindered by family
ties. He is trained by a rigorous
education system to equip him for
able government. He is not
allowed to own private property. 

Timocracy (timē = honour) was
a degraded aristocracy, where less
wise men, more “inclined to be
high-spirited and simple-minded
….better suited for war” have
attained governing positions. 

The next stage down Plato’s
slippery slope was Oligarchy
(oligos = few), rule by a small
number of the wealthy. Money and
material goods become more
important. The constitution is
rewritten. Political power is

restricted to the rich,
excluding wise, virtuous,

but poor men from
public life. Maybe both
USA and UK are
more oligarchy than
true democracy.

Society is divided
between the rich and

the poor. Laws
increasingly pander to the

interests of the wealthy. The poor
underclass grow in number. Angry
discontent multiplies and may
issue in a revolution against the
rich, ushering in the stage of
Democracy, rule by the demos, the
people cf. 1789, the French
Revolution.

Now freedom is viewed as the
supreme good, but becomes a new

form of slavery to one’s
unnecessary desires.

Plato’s “democratic man” is
consumed with unnecessary
desires for pleasure or riches. He is
more concerned about what he can
buy with his money rather than
how he can help others. He insists
on doing what he wants whenever
he wants, living however he
chooses. His life has lacks order
and values. The lower class grows
ever larger.

As society becomes more
undisciplined and anarchic, people
demand a strong man to restore
order (Mussolini made the trains
run on time!). A leader arises,
promises to restore order. The
more he exercises power, the more
he is tempted towards tyranny. 

The tyrant shows no idea of
moderation or respect for law and
order. He is consumed by the
basest pleasures in life (Nero). He
becomes amoral, given to killing
and plundering, to enforce his will.
His injustice evokes resentment
and hatred, but the people are not
strong enough to overthrow him.
As more and more want revenge
against him, his paranoia
increases. He surrounds himself
with bodyguards and rarely leaves
the safety of his palace.

Plato’s key insight is this danger
of democracy collapsing into
tyranny. It happened in Germany
in 1933. The democratic Weimar
Republic elected Hitler and the

Nazi Party as the largest party in
the Reichstag. He became
Chancellor. Four weeks later the
Reichstag was burnt down. All
other political parties were
banned, the young were being
indoctrinated in the Hitler Youth,
and the rest is history.

Islamic countries rarely function
as democracies. Fundamentalist
Islam, intent upon overthrowing
democracy and bringing in Sharia
law, is a powerful political force,
always threatening to take control.
Democracy is not a cure-all.
Sometimes it merely aggravates
tribalism or religious divisions.

What can be done when a
politician, standing in democratic
elections, is intent upon seizing
absolute power and destroying
democracy itself? 

Democracy is only ever as good
as the demos, the people. If a
people are good, rational, wise,
well-educated, then democracy
can work well. It depends upon the
divine spark within each human
person. If that spark has grown
dim, due to materialism,
ignorance, sin and vice – the
outlook for any democracy is poor. 

The Compendium of Social
Doctrine of the Church (CSDC) is
a valuable reference book,
summarising Church teaching. In
his encyclical Centesimus Annus
(1991), St John Paul II wrote:

“The Church values the
democratic system inasmuch as it
ensures the participation of
citizens in making political
choices, guarantees to the
governed the possibility of both
electing and holding accountable
those who govern them, and of
replacing them through peaceful
means when appropriate. 

“Thus she cannot encourage the
formation of narrow ruling groups
which usurp the power of the State
for individual interests or for
ideological ends. Authentic
democracy is possible only in a
State ruled by law, and on the
basis of a correct conception of the
human person. It requires that the
necessary conditions be present for
the advancement both of the
individual through education and
formation in true ideals, and of the
‘subjectivity’ of society through
the creation of structures of
participation and shared
responsibility.”  (#46)

Authentic democracy requires
the population to be convinced of
its basic values: the dignity of
every human person, the respect of
human rights, commitment to the
common good as the guiding
criterion for political life.

“The Church …sees ethical
relativism, which maintains that

there are no objective or universal
criteria for establishing the
foundation of a correct hierarchy
of values, as one of the greatest
threats to modern-day
democracies.”

When agnosticism and sceptical
relativism prevail, Christians –
who are convinced that God has
given us objective, unchangeable
moral truths – are considered
unreliable from a ‘democratic’
point of view. The insistence that
moral truth is neither determined
by majority vote, nor subject to
alteration by political trends, is
wrongly viewed as a disqualifying
factor in the democratic process.  

“If there is no ultimate truth to
guide and direct political action,
then ideas and convictions can
easily be manipulated for reasons
of power. As history demonstrates,
a democracy without values easily
turns into open or thinly disguised
totalitarianism.” (CA46)

“Information is among the
principle instruments of
democratic participation… special
attention must be given to the
phenomenon of the news media
being controlled by just a few
people or groups.” (CSDC 414) As
we know, much of the British
press and TV are controlled by a
handful of offshore billionaires. 

“Among the deformities of the
democratic system, political
corruption is one of the most
serious, because it betrays at one
and the same time both moral
principles and the norms of social
justice. (cf.  Christifideles Laici
42). It negatively influences the
relationship between those who
govern and the governed,
spreading distrust and disaffection,
weakening institutions.” (CSDC
411) Like spaffing £12bn on one’s
chums to produce a deplorably
ineffective Coronavirus “Track
and Trace” system?

Clear constitutional rules could
be one safeguard against dishonest
politicians. Blatant liars, convicted
criminals, adulterers, fornicators,
drugtakers, alcoholics, others
whose personal morality is
deplorable, should be excluded
from public office. Recover a
sense of morality in public life.
Plato was correct in urging rule by
the good and the wise. A man who
betrays his wife will betray his
nation. 

John Paul II warned:
“Democracy is fundamentally a
system, and as such is a means and
not an end. Its moral value is not
automatic, but depends upon
conformity to the moral law to
which it, like every other form of
human behaviour, must be
subject.” (Evangelium Vitae 70)

Democracy: whose idea was this?

A sign in Italian reads: “Donald Tramp, you are an embarrassment to democracy,” near the Ponte Sisto bridge
in Rome on 7th January. (Catholic News Service photo/Cindy Wooden)
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SUNDAY WORSHIP

17th January, 2021 - Second
Sunday in Ordinary Time.

First Reading. 1 Samuel 3:3-10,
19

The call of the child Samuel,
one of the great vocation stories.
Samuel was lying down in the

temple of the Lord, where the ark
of God was. Then the Lord called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said,
“Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called
me.” But he said, “I did not call;
lie down again.” So he went and
lay down. The Lord called again,
“Samuel!” Samuel got up and
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I
did not call, my son; lie down
again.” Now Samuel did not yet
know the Lord, and the word of
the Lord had not yet been revealed
to him.
The Lord called Samuel again, a

third time. And he got up and went
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” Then Eli
perceived that the Lord was calling
the boy. Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he
calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak,
Lord, for your servant is
listening.’” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place. Now the
Lord came and stood there, calling
as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your
servant is listening.” As Samuel
grew up, the Lord was with him
and let none of his words fall to
the ground.

Responsorial: from Psalm 39
(R./) Here am I, Lord; I come

to do your will.
I waited, I waited for the Lord

and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry.
He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. (R./)

You do not ask for sacrifice 
and offerings,
but an open ear.
You do not ask for 
holocaust and victim.

Instead, here am I. (R./)
In the scroll of the book 
it stands written
that I should do your will.
My God, I delight in your law
in the depth of my heart. (R./)

Your justice I have proclaimed
in the great assembly.
My lips I have not sealed;
you know it, O Lord. (R./)

Second Reading. 1 Corinthians
6:13-15, 17-20

Our bodies are temples of the
Holy Spirit; we should do all for
the glory of God.

The body is not meant for
fornication, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body. And God
raised the Lord and will also raise
us up by his power.
Do you not know that your

bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I therefore take the members
of Christ and make them members
of a prostitute? Never!
Whoever is united to the Lord

becomes one spirit with him. Shun
fornication. Every other sin one
commits is outside the body; but to
fornicate is to sin against one’s
own body. Do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, which you have
from God? You are not your own;
you were bought with a price. So
glorify God in your body.

Gospel: John 1:35-42
Jesus invites disciples to “Come

and see” and they followed him.
The next day John again was

standing with two of his disciples,
and as he watched Jesus walk by,
he exclaimed, “Look, here is the
Lamb of God!” The two disciples
heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus.
When Jesus turned and saw

them following, he said to them,
“What are you looking for?” They
said to him, “Rabbi” (which
translated means Teacher), “where
are you staying?” He said to them,
“Come and see.” They came and
saw where he was staying, and
they remained with him that day. It
was about four o’clock in the
afternoon.
One of the two who heard John

speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He
first found his brother Simon and
said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). He brought Simon to
Jesus, who looked at him an said,
“You are Simon son of John. You
are to be called Cephas” (which is
translated Peter).
�

Opening doors in life
We can probably all think of

people who opened doors for us in
life. Perhaps at a crucial moment
in our lives they pointed us in the
right direction. They were an
influence for good on us; maybe
they shared with us some gift they
possessed, or allowed us to benefit
from an experience they had or
some discovery they made. We
appreciate these people because
they had the freedom and the
generosity to give something
worthwhile away for the benefit of
others, rather than keeping it to
themselves.

That is how John Baptist is
portrayed in the gospel reading
this Sunday. He had come to
recognise Jesus as a very special
revelation of God’s love. Far from
keeping that discovery to himself,
he shared it with his own disciples,
even though he knew that in doing
so he was going to lose them to
Jesus. He pointed two of his
disciples in the direction of Jesus.
He opened a door for them, even
though it would mean a loss to
himself. A short while later, one of
those two disciples, Andrew, did
for his brother, Simon, what John
the Baptist had done for him. He
led his brother to Jesus. In the first
reading, Eli did something similar
for Samuel, helping him to hear
God’s call. The readings this
Sunday put before us three people,
Eli, John the Baptist and Andrew,
each of whom, in different ways,
pointed others in the right
direction, led others to the one
who is the source of life.
We could probably all identify a

John the Baptist or an Andrew or
an Eli in our own lives, people
who, in some way or another,
brought us to the Lord, or helped
us to recognise and receive the

Lord who was present to us. We
might think first of our own
parents who brought us to the
baptismal font as infants. As early
as possible into our lives they
wanted to say to us what John the
Baptist said to his disciples,
‘Look, there is the lamb of God’.
Then, in the following years, they
may helped us to grow in our
relationship the Lord into whom
we had been baptised, bringing us
to the Church, praying with us,
reading stories from the gospels to
us, taking us to see the crib at
Christmas, placing an image of the
Lord or of one of the saints in our
room, helping us to prepare for the
sacraments of the Eucharist and
Confirmation. 
If we were fortunate, we might

have had a good religion teacher at
school who took us a step further
in our relationship with the Lord,
who enabled us to ‘come and see’,
in the words of the gospel today. I
went to secondary school in
Beneavin College in Finglas, and
one of the De La Salle brothers
there brought us through the
gospel of Luke in religion class.
Looking back, he was sharing with
us his own relationship with the

Lord. It made a deep impression
on me at the time.
Samuel who was led to the Lord

by Eli is described in the first
reading as a boy. In the gospel
reading, the two disciples who
were led to the Lord by John the
Baptist and Simon who was led
there by Andrew were all adults. It
was as adults that they allowed
themselves to be directed towards
the person of Jesus. In our adult
years, we too may have met people
who helped us to grow in our
relationship with the Lord. There
can come a time in our adult life,
when we are very open to a
reawakening, a deepening, of our
faith. We may find themselves
searching for something more than
we presently experience. The first
words of Jesus to the disciples of
John the Baptist took the form of
the question, ‘What do you want?’,
or, ‘What are you searching for?’
Jesus sought to engage with those
who were searching. He enters our
adult lives in response to our
deepest longings. In our searching
we can meet someone or some
group who opens a door for us into
a deeper relationship with the
Lord. Through them the Lord can
reach us and touch our lives in a
way he had never done so before.
At any time in our adult life we

can meet a John the Baptist who
says to us, ‘Look, there is the
Lamb of God’, and that can
happen to us over and over again,
right up to the very end of our
lives. The Lord never ceases to
call us through others into a deeper
relationship with himself. Indeed,
there can come a time when the
Lord asks any one of us to be a
John the Baptist or an Andrew or
an Eli for somebody else. He may
call us to share our faith in some
simple way, to open a door to the
Lord for others. Our response to
such a call can take many different
forms. For Eli it took the form of
helping the younger Samuel to
find the right words for his prayer.
For Andrew, it took the form of
sharing a significant experience
with his brother. The readings this
Sunday invite us to be open to the
many ways the Lord can draw us
to himself, and also to the ways
that he may be calling us to help
him in drawing others to himself.

� Published by kind permission of
The Association of Catholic
Priests, an association for
Catholic Priests who wish to have
a forum, and a voice to reflect,
discuss and comment on issues
affecting the Church and society
today. See www.associationof
catholicpriests.ie 

Eli and Samuel, by John
Singleton Copley (1780).

The calling of child Samuel
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FAITH ALIVE: CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING - PART 3

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church states that “the Church’s
social teaching proposes principles
for reflection; it provides criteria
for judgement; it gives guidelines
for action” (No. 2423).
Occasionally this model is simply
expressed in aiding a person of
goodwill to “see, judge and act”
rightly.
Just like all of Church teaching,

the themes of Catholic social
doctrine form an integrated unity,
making it always a challenge to
separate them one from another in
practice.
In theory, however, really going

into depth on one will highlight
just how practical this teaching is
for our everyday life, both personal
and social.
The concept of rights and

responsibilities is of great practical

importance. As people made in the
image of God and living within a
particular social, political and
religious context, there are certain
things that we owe to others in
justice and certain things others
owe us in justice.
One relationship that bears this

out very evidently is that of a
parent and child. The child has the
responsibility to obey their
parents, not because their parents
are the wisest and most virtuous
people, but because they are the
child’s parents. Likewise, the
parent has the right to be obeyed
when asking something that is
reasonable and good.
This right is not because the

parents are just that special that
everyone owes them obedience. It
is precisely the relationship and
the context that establishes the
right and the responsibility.
Someone’s rights often meet

Rights and responsibilities – what we 
are owed and owe to others in justice

someone else’s responsibility.
This same example could be

flipped. The child has the right to
be cared for and loved by their
parents, and the parents have the
responsibility to care for and love
the child.
St. John XIII wrote in the

encyclical, Pacem in Terris, that
“one man’s natural right gives rise
to a corresponding duty in other
men; the duty, that is, of
recognising and respecting that
right” (No. 30).
Ody Ekonwa, a graduate public

health student at Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale, Illinois,
USA, sees the interplay of rights
and responsibilities play a
prominent role in her work with
Community Organising and
Family Issues, an organisation that
helps low-income and working
families to come together to better
their communities through
advocacy on the local, state and
federal levels.
“Rights and responsibilities is

the idea of respecting individuals,”
Ekonwa explained.” (We) work
with low-income individuals and
immigrants. ... One thing COFI
does is help people see these
people’s rights. The way they do
this is to help people organise
groups and coalitions.”
For Ekonwa, this work is

inseparable from her vocation as a
member of the mystical body of
Christ. “I think our duty as
Catholics is to help one another.
No man is an island. There is only
so much that we can do by
ourselves,” she said.
In training parents to be leaders

both within the family and within
the broader community, COFI is
an organisation that
encompasses the call to
both meet responsibilities
and secure the rights
that all people and
families are due by

virtue of their humanity.
Again in Pacem in Terris, Pope

John XIII listed some of the
fundamental rights of man
according to Church teaching: “the
right to bodily integrity and to the
means necessary for the proper
development of life, particularly
food, clothing, shelter, medical
care, rest, and, finally, the
necessary social services” 
(No. 11).
These rights of all people also

represent a responsibility of all
people to enable these rights to be
met for everyone. Parents have a
responsibility to secure these for
their children first

and foremost, but other parts of
society also are obligated to aid
and support that “first society”
of the family.

We as individuals and
societies can ensure
everyone’s natural rights
are met in a variety of
legitimate ways, but we
cannot forget that we do
have the corresponding
responsibility to indeed
ensure these rights are
met for every person in

some way.

(above) The International Union of Superiors General launched a new
global last October, to support family- and community-based care for
children through its new office, Catholic Care for Children International.
Children have the right to be cared for and loved by their parents, and
the parents have the responsibility to care for and love their children.
(Catholic News Service photo/courtesy UISG)

(right) St John XXIII, who served as pope from 1958 to 1963, is seen in
this undated photo. Pope John XXIII said that human rights “are
inextricably bound up with as many duties.” (CNS photo/Vatican)

Louis Damani Jones
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Dame Sara Thornton, the UK’s Inde-
pendent Anti-Slavery Commissioner,
has called for the issue of ‘leave to re-
main’ for confirmed victims must be
a priority this year.

She warned that the serious risks
facing survivors of modern slavery
who are not granted leave to remain
after being confirmed as victims could
result in them becoming shut away
in safe houses or destitute.

“There is a powerful moral argu-
ment for granting leave for those
whom the state has concluded are
victims of trafficking or slavery but
there is also a practical one,” Dame
Sara said. “Without such leave sur-
vivors, who are not claiming asylum
or who have not been granted EU
settled status, are not entitled to ac-

commodation and have limited access
to benefits – they will either be unable
to leave safe houses or left destitute
on the streets. Surely 2021 is the year
to resolve this?”

Expressing her concern at the an-
guish and trauma caused to survivors
of modern slavery who, even after
they have had a positive trafficking
decision from the Home Office, still
have to for decisions about whether
they will be able to remain in the UK,
Dame Sara said she has been working
with officials to try to understand why
decisions take so long. However, she
noted that this approach is slow and
while this is being done survivors are
continuing to suffer.

“The latest guidance says that dis-
cretionary leave is automatically con-
sidered for all non-EEA survivors,”
she said. “But the overall number of
survivors granted discretionary leave
remains very low. 

“In 2015, 123 survivors with positive
conclusive grounds were granted dis-
cretionary leave, in 2019 it was 70
and in the first three months of this
year it was only eight.”

Dame Sara also noted that from 1st
January some EEA nationals will face
a new uncertainty about their future
immigration status.

Coventry and Oxford are developing
proposals to become the first parts
of the UK to run all-electric bus serv-
ices, Transport Secretary Grant Shapps
has announced.

The cities are developing business
cases in an England-wide competition
to switch an entire town or city’s bus
fleet to electric vehicles.

Subject to successful business cases,
each area could be awarded up to
£50 million to not only replace its en-
tire fleet of buses with all-electric ver-
sions, but to also install new infra-
structure, such as charging stations,
and pay for electric grid updates.

The change to a cleaner and greener
bus fleet will help improve air quality
and reduce emissions, helping further
deliver on the government’s efforts
to decarbonise the transport network,
as well as support local businesses
and jobs in the UK developing green
buses.

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps
said: “As we build back greener from
Covid-19, we can provide people with
more environmentally-friendly trans-
port and cleaner air.

“Coventry and Oxford could soon
be at the forefront of our plans for a
new era of bus services, helping us
develop the green transport network
of the future and support jobs right
here in the UK.”

The Government received 19 bids

from across England to become the
first all-electric bus town or city. Ap-
plicants were required to demonstrate
buy-in from stakeholders in their local
areas; outline existing plans to reduce
greenhouse gases and improve air
quality; and show how the plan would
tackle an existing air quality prob-
lem.

Andy Street, the Mayor of the West
Midlands, said: “This news is brilliant
and I am delighted the Secretary of
State and his department have once
again put their faith in our region to
deliver.

“Turning all of Coventry’s bus fleet
electric is not only a major boost to
public transport in the city, but it will
also help tackle the climate emergency
we face both here in the West Midlands
and the wider UK.”

Oxfordshire County Council Leader,
Cllr Ian Hudspeth, said: “Oxfordshire’s
bid comes at a time when our council
is determined to take concerted cli-
mate action to cut vehicle air pollution
We are committed to offering our res-
idents a clean and environmentally
sustainable future through better pub-
lic transport.”

Coventry, Oxford leading a
green transport revolution

Electric bus illustration –
an urban ecology green
concept. 
Photo: Agaten.

Slavery victims left
in limbo by UK’s new 
‘remain’ regulations

Catholic MP Esther McVey is urging
people to support their local high
streets and businesses and make 2021
the year of “buying British” to support
people back into work and get the
economy growing.

The Tatton MP said businesses have
faced months of uncertainty with re-
peated restrictions on trading and
now more than ever they needed com-
munities to get behind them.

She has launched a Buy British
campaign saying Tatton was a leading
example of how communities came
together to support each other
throughout the pandemic, and all
communities needed to rally around
and show that support to their local
high streets and businesses.

Ms McVey said: “If ever there was a
year for people to buy British then
2021 is it. 2021 needs to be a year of
recovery, rediscovery and resetting
our path in the world. 

“Lockdown and restrictions for al-
most a year have wreaked havoc on
our businesses so we are going to
need to show them our support, get
the country back on its feet and boost
our businesses like never before. We
need them firing on all cylinders and
rehiring the staff many businesses
had to so sadly let go of over this pan-
demic period.”

Ms McVey said by buying British it
would create more jobs and hopefully
allow businesses to take back staff

laid off in the pandemic. She hopes it
will also create new careers for future
generations with creative minds to
deliver global solutions for new British
industries and businesses as we break
ties with the European Union.

She added: “We all need to come
together and rally around our busi-
nesses, big and small, local and in-
ternational, we need to Buy British
and be proud of what our nation pro-
duces and standing up for businesses
right across the country. 

“We all know Made in Britain is the
hallmark of a high quality product,
so let’s make 2021 the year when we
Buy British like never before.”

Back British – and get
back on the high street

https://thecatholicuniverse.com/product-category/subscribe-print/
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In terms of winning trophies, since
1890 Scottish football has been
dominated by Celtic and Rangers.
Rangers ruled the roost for around
40 years until Jock Stein’s Celtic
broke the stranglehold in the mid-
1960s, winning a European Cup and
the nine league titles from 1966-74.  

Rangers remained a significant
force, however, reaching the final of
the 1967 European Cup Winners’
Cup Final – they would go on to take
the trophy in 1972 – just a week after
Celtic had won the European Cup.
Two clubs from Scotland in Euro-
pean finals just a week apart: such
heady days in Scottish football are
unlikely to be repeated.  

It is in this sporting context that
51 years ago, on January 2nd, 1971,
the clubs came together at Ibrox Sta-
dium to play in one of the world’s
great football derbies. 80,000 sup-
porters attended. However, this was
one contest when the result was im-
material, because 66 Rangers fans
were killed and around 200 injured
in an accident on Stairway 13 at the
Copland Road side of the ground. 

That fateful and dark day is an
event seared into the consciousness
of Rangers Football Club. In the im-
mediate aftermath, many in Scot-
land shed tears and, in a then more
Christian society, man religious
services were held. It remains one of
the worst stadium disasters in
British football, sitting between
Hillsborough (1989) and Bradford
(1985), and is the ninth worst sta-
dium disaster in world football: most
arise from crushes and stampedes.  

The disaster was initially thought
to be linked to the action on the
pitch. Jimmy Johnstone scored what
looked like a late winner for Celtic,
and thousands of disappointed
Rangers fans began leaving. How-
ever, on the pitch Rangers’ Colin
Stein scored an injury time equaliser.
Fans already departing via the steep
slopes at the Copland Road side
rushed back up to join their jubilant
fellow supporters inside, only to be
met by others still exiting the sta-
dium. A monstrous collision of bod-
ies led to crushing, panic and asphyx-
iation – and fatalities.  

However, this simple narrative
was discounted when it was demon-
strated that the accident occurred
several minutes after the final whis-
tle and not immediately following
Stein’s goal. Contrary to popular be-
lief, the sheer weight of numbers in-
volved meant that it was physically
impossible for anyone to have
turned around and moved back up
against the solid wall of spectators
coming down the stairs. 

The truth is far simpler. It is al-

most certain that someone, perhaps
more than one, stumbled as they
went down the steep stairs, causing
others behind them to also fall. With
most departing fans on the stairway
not being able to see what was going
on and, steeped in a football culture
of simply shuffling along with oth-
ers, a crush rapidly developed. Criti-
cally, this resulted in the collapse of
several steel barriers that ran up the
centre of the stairway. Some eye-
witness accounts testified to hearing
the barriers creak and bend under
the human weight and pressure.
Newspaper pictures of twisted rail-
ings on the infamous Stairway 13 are
striking. There was no escape for
many caught up in the crush and
the 66 victims died horrific deaths.
Others were physically and psycho-
logically scarred for life. 

With the unfolding tragedy being
largely out of sight, most fans left
the ground by other exits and
headed into the cold winter evening.
The game was played in an era be-
fore wall-to-wall media coverage
and few people even knew what was
unfolding on Stairway 13. Delighted
their team had equalised, thousands
of Rangers fans left through other
gates unaware that only yards away
their fellow supporters were dying. 

Ibrox ’71 brought Glasgow together

Likewise, some of the players did-
n’t know what had happened until
after had left the stadium. 

As match stewards, police and
medical assistance began to de-
scend on the scene, they discovered
many fans already dead. Others be-
gan receiving treatment: some life-
saving. From the piles of bodies
heaped on top of one another, many
were subsequently carried from the
stairway back towards the pitch and
dressing rooms. Gradually, the dead
were harrowingly laid out in a line
on the playing field, their bodies
covered with jackets and coats. 

Photographs show Rangers man-
ager Willie Waddell and his Celtic
counterpart Jock Stein helping the
emergency services treat the injured
as the dressing rooms were turned
into makeshift casualty wards ... and
morgues. 

One surviving Rangers fan,
William Mason, was an eye witness
to events and had his account
recorded in 2004. “The crush began
to be unbearable: the crowd stopped
moving but the pressure continued.
I was trapped, lying horizontally. I
managed to free my upper chest and
just managed to breathe. Around me
I could hear shouting and cries but
as time went on these decreased un-

til it was almost silent. I just wanted
to sleep – lack of oxygen – but the
man nearest to me slapped my face
to keep me alert. I stayed conscious
until rescued by the police, when I
was carried out and laid on the pitch.

“I was then carried into the sta-
dium and this was the worst part. I
could not speak, was barely breath-
ing, cold and in shock. I was left in a
dressing room with bodies all
around me, no sounds and some al-
ready covered up. That sent me over
the edge, and I started crying”.

Victims included 31 teenagers,
five of whom, Peter Easton, Martin
Paton, Mason Phillips, Brian Todd
and Douglas Morrison, were from
the same village in Fife.  Nine-year-
old Nigel Pickup from Liverpool also
died, and there was one female vic-
tim, 18-year old Margaret Ferguson. 

The country went into a state of
shock when the magnitude of the
disaster unfolded, united in sorrow.
Messages of sympathy came from all
over the world along with promises
of financial assistance for the vic-
tims’ families. US president Richard
Nixon sent condolences as did other
political leaders. Pope Paul expressed
his sympathies, one of many religious
leaders to pay tribute.

The emotional distress continued
as over the following days Rangers
players attended a succession of fu-
nerals for the victims. On one day
alone, more than 20 took place in
Glasgow. In the Stirlingshire town of
Slamannan, two brothers, Richard
and John McLeay, were laid to rest
side by side in the same grave. On
the Saturday after the game, a me-
morial service attended by more
than 3,000 mourners and watched
by millions on TV took place at Glas-
gow’s Church of Scotland Cathedral.
Crowds gathered at the gates to hear
the proceedings broadcast on loud-
speakers. There were other religious
services held for the repose of the
dead., including at St Andrews’
Catholic Cathedral in Glasgow,
where Archbishop James Scanlon
celebrated Mass for the deceased.
This was attended by the Celtic first

team, directors and representatives
of the Celtic Supporters’ Association,
as well as Rangers manager Willie
Waddell, captain John Greig, players
and representatives from the
Rangers Supporters’ Association.  

In its wake, Glasgow’s Lord
Provost Sir Donald Liddle, who had
been at the match, set up a fund to
raise money for those who suffered
financially. Rangers donated £50,000
(almost three-quarters of a million
pounds today) to the appeal. Celtic
also contributed a large sum while
there were donations from other
clubs around the world. Rangers
and Celtic played a charity game at
Hampden watched by 81,405 fans.

As the 1970s proceeded the
Rangers manager on that fateful day,
and soon to be club chairman, Willie
Waddell, spearheaded the renova-
tion of Ibrox stadium, inspired by
Borussia Dortmund’s Westfalensta-
dion in Germany. By the 1980s the
now all-seater Ibrox was most mod-
ern stadium in Scotland and one of
the best in Britain. It was awarded
UEFA five-star status.  

Lord Wheatley’s review of safety at
all British football grounds resulted
in the 1975 Safety of Sports Grounds
Act which enshrined his recommen-
dations in law. If a club did not meet
standards, they would not be
granted a stadium safety certificate.
This specified a total capacity as well
as standards for entrances and exits.
As far as sports stadiums were con-
cerned, the Ibrox disaster demon-
strated in the most tragic way that
football had a responsibility for the
well-being and safety of its mainly
working-class supporters. 

However, despite the transforma-
tion of Ibrox, it took the Bradford
Stadium fire of 1985 and the Hills-
borough in 1989 to finally convince
the rest of British football that the
Victorian conditions endured by
supporters, especially the mass
standing on terraces, were no longer
acceptable.

The victims of the Ibrox Disaster
finally received apposite recognition
by the club when, on the 30th an-
niversary, along with the unveiling
of a statue of Rangers legend John
Greig at the Bill Struth Main Stand, a
plaque displaying the names of each
person killed in 1971 was unveiled at
Ibrox. So also, plaques were raised to
remember those killed in two other
Ibrox disasters: one at a Scotland
game in 1902 when a newly built
stand collapsed and killed twenty-
five, and another at a Rangers game
in 1961, when two fans were
crushed on the same infamous stair-
case – stairway 13.

The last thing people expect when
a loved one departs for a football
match is that they will never return.
The pain and suffering of those that
died, those who survived, and the
many family and friends connected
to all concerned was, and for many
still is, profound. 

This January, many people around
Britain and abroad recalled the
Ibrox tragedy of 50 years ago and re-
membered its victims with the dig-
nity they deserve. 

Sports sociologist
and historian Dr
Joseph M Bradley
reflects on a
traumatic day in
Scottish football 50
years ago

A memorial to those who died in the
disaster, including a statue of then-captain
John Greig, unveiled in January 2001.

The infamous stairway 13 on
the Copland Road side 



Cathy Doud

The coronavirus pandemic has cre-
ated the conditions for a spiritual
crisis, but a traditional retreat at a
house run by women religious isn’t
necessarily Covid-19 friendly.

Though the Sisters of St Joseph of
Concordia, Kansas, USA, have long
offered one-on-one spiritual direc-
tion – with the sisters and staff of
Manna House of Prayer also offering
directed retreats on a variety of top-
ics – the threat of Covid-19 has
made most in-person meetings im-
possible or impractical.

The sisters at Manna House
quickly assessed the situation and
began offering both spiritual direc-
tion and many of their retreats virtu-
ally. 

Virtual spiritual direction is not
new to Manna House.

Several of the spiritual directors
had previously used video calls or
messaging platforms to reach out
across long distances to offer their
services.

They used that experience – and
the addition of other technology
tools like Zoom – to increase their
reach in 2020 as the pandemic
swept across the country.

“In these times of Covid-19 and all
of the uncertainty and suffering it

has caused, the heartbreak of losing
loved ones, jobs, markets, busi-
nesses and the future that we’d
dreamed of or banked on, it is some-
times helpful to have a ‘spiritual
companion’ or ‘soul friend’ to visit
with about the deepest concerns
and questions that haunt us,” said
Sister Marcia Allen (pictured below),
a spiritual director at Manna House.

“The sisters who staff Manna
House have experience and training
in journeying with others in difficult

times,” Sr Marcia said. “If you are
wondering where God is in all of this
chaos and (experienced a) loss of
meaning, you might welcome a
companion or friend for deeper
conversations from time to time.” 

Sister Janet Lander (pictured be-
low), a spiritual director at Manna
House, said she had been using
technology to companion with peo-
ple who seek out spiritual retreats –
she refers to as directees – for years,
particularly those who live in other

countries.
However, with the rise in Covid-19

infections, the use of technology has
become even more important.

“In this day and age, even before
Covid, it was important to be able to
connect with people who couldn’t
take time off from work to travel to
Concordia,” Sr Janet said. “Thanks to
advances in technology, we’re able to
connect – not just by voice – but vi-
sually. This is so important because
it allows you to read your directee’s
body language and connect.”

“It is amazing how talking with
one of the sisters and getting their
ideas can help,” said Denise
Schmitz, a staff member at Manna
House and a member of the Western
Kansas Women committee. “A
phone call, Zoom, Facetime – all of it
can work, whatever makes you feel
most comfortable. What a blessing
that we can offer this to people es-
pecially during this year of Covid.”

In addition to virtual spiritual di-
rection, Manna House has found
success taking many of their retreats
online. The retreat centre is offering
a full calendar of retreats for 2021
ranging from book studies, music
therapy, dealing with memory loss,
Lenten week studies to day retreats.

“The day retreats on Zoom are a
wonderful opportunity for people to

schedule a day to add some self-care
time to boost your spiritual life,”
Schmitz said. “You can meet new
folks via Zoom and come out with
ways to help keep positive in day-to-
day living in this time of Covid, flu or
bad weather. Self-care and your
spirituality are important. The bene-
fits help you and those with whom
you live and work.”

Response from those who have
participated in the online retreats
has been positive, said Sister Betty
Suther, director of Manna House.

“Comments I heard from partici-
pants in the online retreat included:
“Almost as good as being there,’ ‘A
bright spot in my day,’ ‘I was able to
concentrate better on what was be-
ing said,’ and  ‘So glad there’s an-
other way to continue my spiritual
direction ... thank you for being
available,’” Sr Betty said.

• To inquire about spiritual 
direction, contact Manna House at 
retreatcenter@mannahouse.org. 
To view the schedule of upcoming
retreats, visit mannahouse.org and
click on the retreats and workshops
link. Upcoming retreats can also be
found on the Manna House of
Prayer Facebook page
at facebook.com/MannaHouseOf
Prayer.

Virtual retreats offer boost for
spiritual health in pandemic
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The Manna House of Prayer, owned and operated by the Sisters of St Joseph of Concordia, Kansas, USA, is seen in this 2018 photo. 
(Catholic News Service photos/courtesy Sisters of St Joseph of Concordia)

(above) Sister Betty Suther of the
Sisters of St Joseph of Concordia,
Kansas. 

(below) Denise Schmitz, a staff
member at Manna House.
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East Anglia: Bishop Alan Hopes has
talked about his story of faith, his
conversion to the Catholic Church and
life as a bishop on the Ignite First
Fridays YouTube show.
Interviewed by show host Ciaran

Losasso on 1st January, Bishop Alan said
his favourite part of being a bishop was
getting out from behind his desk to visit
parishes, schools and prisons and
meeting lots of people. 

“I am just a big parish priest really,”
he said.
He also said he was looking forward to

retiring in the diocese, which would
come sometime in 2021 he expected. 
You can watch the interview with

Bishop Hopes at:
https://youtu.be/12PoEJl_E9Q

• Bishop Alan is pictured left with radio
show host Ciaran Losasso

Leeds: As we start out on 2021, a
Catholic nurse working in India has
thanked a Leeds-based charity for
its support in her New Year message. 

Sylvia Wright runs a residential
school for 200 profoundly deaf chil-
dren, an education and therapy cen-
tre for 100 severely disabled children
and a nursing college for 120 stu-
dents in Tiruvannamalai, in Tamil
Nadu, southern India.

The 83-year-old Yorkshire nurse
and teacher has worked in India
since 1982.

Over the years she helped to deal
with a whole range of illnesses and
disabilities and helped tens of thou-
sands. Her work is supported by The
Sylvia Wright Trust, a small but ac-
tive group of supporters based in
the diocese of Leeds.

In her New Year’s message to sup-
porters Sylvia states that she hopes
to reopen her school, day centre and
nursing college in January. Covid re-
strictions in India have kept them
closed since last March. Sylvia de-
scribes 2020 as “long period of diffi-
culty and heartache”.

Sylvia’s school, day centre and
nursing college have been deserted
for nine months. In March she allo-
cated six children to each teacher
and organised remote learning, with
weekly tests. The teachers monitored
progress and gave regular reports to
parents. Their efforts have been
much appreciated by families and
by the children, who are desperate
to get back to school.

Setting work online for disabled
children, especially those with cog-
nitive, hearing or speech impair-
ments, is difficult, so Sylvia organised
regular home visits by the staff 
instead of remote learning for these
children

Supplies of food, essentials and
toys have also been distributed to
families most in need, with help

from local authorities. 
Fortunately, all the nursing stu-

dents at Sylvia’s nursing college have
good IT skills so have been able to
transfer over to online learning.  

The Indian Nursing Council was
quick to arrange online learning

modules to which Sylvia’s college for
trainee nurses contributed. As a re-
sult, a good deal of academic train-
ing has continued, though with a
complete absence of practical work
and no continuity in examinations. 

Nevertheless, many of the third
years at the college have been of-
fered nursing positions, despite not
having taken their final exams yet.

All three projects are open to all
local people according to their
needs. Most are Hindus but there
are also Muslims, Sikhs and Chris-
tians in the community. All are val-
ued equally.

Sylvia received the MBE from the
Queen in Madras in 1998 and a fur-
ther well-deserved OBE from Prince
Charles at Buckingham Palace in
2008, in recognition of her 
continuing work.

Above right, staff deliver essential
items to disabled children and
their families
Left, an Indian nursing student in
lockdown learning
Right, a pupil at the school for deaf
children does his schoolwork
online

Yorkshire nurse in
Indian lockdown so
grateful for support 

Lockdown in India

Sylvia Wright, a  nurse from the
diocese of Leeds who works in India,
in a Zoom call with her staff

Bishop’s just ‘a big parish
priest’ he tells radio show
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Simon Hart
Liverpool: If Liverpool’s Metropoli-
tan Cathedral looks like no other
cathedral in the country, the same
can be said of its new processional
cross which was unveiled at the re-
cent Christmas services. 

The silver cross is a three-dimen-
sional crucifix with a gilded Christ
figure in the centre, and this unique
design is fitting given it was inspired
by the cathedral itself, according to
the woman who created it, Rauni
Higson. 

The north Wales-based silver-
smith said it was the cathedral that
she went to when preparing to
shape the seven-and-a-half foot
cross whose crown purposely evokes
the pinnacles which form the peak
of the building’s tower.  

“It was a question of me going to
the cathedral, wandering around
and wondering what might actually
work there,” says Rauni.  “I love the
building, I love the way it makes me
and most people feel – it’s an uplift-
ing and inspiring space.  

“I responded to a combination of
the architecture, the feel of the
place, the uplifting nature of what
happens in that collective space and
what it means to people.” 

It was the Dean of the Cathedral,
Canon Tony O’Brien, who commis-
sioned the cross and its accompany-
ing acolyte candles, with the sup-
port of the Friends of the Cathedral.
It is the first bespoke set that the
cathedral has had and combines the
artist’s fluid silver forms with the
natural wood used for the staff of
the cross and the shaft of the can-
dles. Canon Tony says, “The proces-
sional cross and acolyte candles are
unique to our cathedral and express
something of the cathedral with

Christ at the centre. They form a
wonderful piece of design and
craftsmanship which will enhance
our liturgical celebrations for many
years to come.”

Elaborating on the eye-catching
three-dimensional design, Rauni
adds that “because the cathedral has
that circular space, I wanted it to ap-
pear as a cross from every direction.
It doesn’t matter which way you look
at it there’s no front and back.

“The whole feel of the building is
focused on the altar in the centre
and up into the lantern lights in the
centre of the ceiling – the whole
place has that feeling of drawing you
upwards which is pretty magic and I
was trying to echo that in the form
of the cross.”

She laughs when recalling how
she took an early model – made of

aluminium wire – to Canon Tony
and Alan Whittaker, chair of the
Cathedral art and heritage commit-
tee, only to realise there was a no-
table design flaw. “I showed it to
them and they said, ‘Yes, we really
love it, there’s just one thing miss-
ing’. It was the small matter of the
figure of Christ!  So I said we should
put the figure of Christ in the centre,
in the heart of it.”

The cross was initially due to be
used for the first time in the Cathe-
dral at Easter but the first lockdown
made that impossible, and the more
recent lockdown put paid to a re-
vised plan to unveil it on the Feast of
Christ the King.  

Rauni was excited by the prospect
of finally seeing it in use at the
cathedral over Christmas. “It’s one of
the joys of doing something which is

genuinely for the public, because
everything I make takes so unbeliev-
ably long that it ends up being rela-
tively expensive and is not the sort
of thing anybody can have, but in
this case everybody can enjoy it so
that’s a real honour for me,’ she re-
flects. 

“And it’s super exciting – just de-
livering it to the cathedral absolutely
blew my brain. We came up the
ramp as the choir does and as we
walked up, it became bathed in light
from the stained-glass windows and
the silver came alive. It was like the
piece came alive. 

“It was a moving moment for me
and to my relief everyone who was
there seemed to be quite moved
also. There were tears, I have to say,
and not just from me! It was pretty
magical.”

Liverpool’s new
processional
cross inspired
by ‘uplifting’
cathedral

Photos by Stephen
Heaton Photography.

Birmingham: Archbishop Bernard Longley re-
cently took part in Switch Radio’s Christmas
Crackers – an all-day event celebrating people
across the city of Birmingham who had a posi-
tive impact on the community in 2020.

The programme was broadcast on Christmas
Day and the Archbishop’s hour ran from
12noon until 1pm. 

You can now listen back to his show at
switchradio.co.uk

In addition to His Grace selecting a number
of songs to play during the hour, some were

also chosen by members of care agencies and
outreach projects of the archdiocese, which
Archbishop Bernard wanted to include and to
talk about.

The musical choices opened with ‘Lux
Aeterna’ to the tune of Nimrod by Sir Edward
Elgar, and the archbishop also played a num-
ber of other pop music hits, including:
• Another Day in Paradise by Phil Collins
• Pipes of Peace by Paul McCartney
• He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My Brother by The Hollies
• Many Rivers to Cross by Jimmy Cliff.

Leeds: It was with great sadness that
the diocese of Leeds announced the
death of Fr Geoffrey Parfitt on Satur-
day, 19th December. He died at
Threshfield Court Care Home near
Grassington, to where he had re-
cently moved from his home at The
Manse, Broughton Hall.

Fr Parfitt was ordained in 1968
and prior to his retirement he had
been parish priest of the Sacred
Heart at Broughton, near Skipton for
many years.

The Funeral Mass took place on
13th January at the Chapel of the Sa-
cred Heart at Broughton Hall, Skip-
ton, followed by interment at St
Stephen’s Catholic Church, Skipton.

Fr Geoffrey was born on 23rd May
1937. He studied for the priesthood
at Pontifical Beda College in Rome
and was ordained on 20th April 1968
at St Mary’s Church, Horsforth.

From 1968-73 Fr Parfitt served as
assistant priest at St Mary’s parish in
Halifax. From there he moved to the
English Martyrs parish at Lupset,
Wakefield. In 1975 Bishop Wheeler
appointed him to the staff of St
Anne’s Cathedral in Leeds, as Master
of Ceremonies with responsibility

for the cathedral’s liturgies. He had a
reputation as a hard taskmaster but
the result was that things went like
clockwork. Indeed, when Bishop
Wheeler died in 1998 one of his obit-
uaries noted that during this period
the cathedral became ‘a sort of litur-
gical showpiece’ which demonstrated
that the post-Vatican II liturgy was
‘not incompatible with beauty and
solemnity’.

In 1982 Fr Parfitt was appointed as
parish priest of the Sacred Heart at
Thornton, near Bradford and six
years later he moved to the parish of
the Sacred Heart at Broughton,
North Yorkshire. The parish included
the St Patrick’s Chapel at Earby and
the Oratory in Gargrave. His parish
church was the Chapel of the Sacred
Heart attached to Broughton Hall,
home of the Tempest family since
the mid-15th century and one of
England’s great Recusant houses. He
remained here for the rest of his life.

Fr Parfitt was a great proponent of
the Tridentine Mass and the Latin
Mass Society, both in Leeds and fur-
ther afield. His love of the Mass was
always prayerful and without fuss,
pomp or ostentation and he is
fondly remembered by the society.
In recent times he continued to cel-
ebrate daily Mass in the Extraordinary
Form at Broughton, with Sung Mass
on the first Sunday of every month.

Fr Parfitt retired from active min-
istry in 2012 and continued to live at
the Manse at Broughton where he
enjoyed regular hill walks in the
company of his sheep dog, Bobby.

Fr Parfitt made a singular contri-
bution to the life of the diocese dur-
ing the more than 50 years of his
priesthood, and above all to its tra-
ditions of liturgy and worship. RIP

Archbishop’s Christmas day top picks
highlight work of the archdiocese 

Obituary: Fr Geoffrey Parfitt 

Lover of Latin
Mass mourned

Fr Geoffrey was a
proponent of the
Tridentine Mass and
the Latin Mass Society
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The Education Secretary has an-
nounced a support package for chil-
dren following the announcement
that attendance at schools and colleges
is now limited to all but vulnerable
children and those of critical workers.

Strengthened remote education ex-
pectations are now in place, with
schools expected to provide a set
number of hours of high-quality re-
mote education for pupils, supported
by further deliveries of laptops and
tablets for the most disadvantaged.

With GCSEs and A-Levels not going
ahead as planned, the exams regulator
Ofqual will launch a consultation on
the options for alternatives to the ex-
ams to ensure every young person
gets a fair grade for their work, with
the expectation that teacher assess-
ment will be used.

Families entitled to free school
meals will also be offered food parcels
or vouchers, funded by the govern-
ment.

Education Secretary Gavin
Williamson said: “The last thing any
Education Secretary wants to do is
close schools and this is not a decision
that the Government ever wanted to
take. But the closing of schools for
the majority of pupils does not mean
the end of their education, and the
outlook for schools, parents and young
people is far more positive than the
one we faced last year.

“Schools and colleges are much
better prepared to deliver online learn-
ing – with the delivery of hundreds of
thousands of devices at breakneck
speed, data support and high quality
video lessons available. We are working
with Ofqual, headteachers and the
education sector to make sure those
young people who were due to sit ex-
ams can take their next step and
progress in education or into the world
of work.

“We are keeping schools and col-

leges open to vulnerable children and
those of critical workers and I would
like to thank all our teachers, support
staff and all who work in education
as we deal with this evolving situation
and know that together we will get
through this and be able to reopen
all our schools to all pupils.”

Given exams will not go ahead this
summer, the department, with Ofqual,
has worked up a range of contingency
options, and the details of the ap-
proach will be developed in consul-
tation with the exam boards and the
sector. This will be based on teacher-
assessment, with training and support
provided to ensure grades are awarded
fairly and consistently.

Assessments in some vocational
qualifications can still take place in
January, where schools and colleges
judge it right to do so. The department
is working with Ofqual on arrange-
ments for those who do not take their
January assessments, as well as for
vocational and technical assessments
scheduled for February onwards.

In primary schools, statutory key

stage 1 and key stage 2 tests and
teacher assessments planned for sum-
mer 2021, including the key stage 2
tests in reading and mathematics, will
not take place.

To ensure online tuition reaches a
required standard, Ofsted will carry
out monitoring inspection in the
Spring term of schools most in need
of challenge and support. Parents
should raise concerns about remote
education with their school, and can
report those concerns to Ofsted if the
matter is not resolved.

The government has committed to
providing over one million devices to
help schools and colleges – with over
560,000 of these delivered through
2020. The scale of deliveries has now
been increased, with a further 150,000
tb delivered between the start of term
and 18th January.

The Government is also working
with the UK’s leading mobile network
operators to provide access to edu-
cational sites. Schools can already re-
quest free mobile data uplifts for dis-
advantaged families, via the Depart-

ment for Education’s website.
However, while many have praised

Mr Williamson’s recent decisions to
close schools and cancel this summer’s
exams, many have pointed out that
both these decisions have been sug-
gested by teaching unions and Labour
opposition MPs for some time.

In particular, Mr Williamson’s threat
to sue local authorities in London
when they asked to close schools two
days early before Christmas as Covid
numbers in the capital soared now
looks bizarre given the snap decision
post-Christmas to shut schools until
February. 

The National Union of Teachers
said Williamson had proved himself
to be “too arrogant to listen to other
people or to take advice from experts
outside his immediate circle.”

“It wasn’t just teachers calling for
schools to close before Christmas,”
the spokesperson pointed out.
“Heateachers, college principals,
healthcare experts and public health
leaders all said schools were a prime
vector in spreading the virus.

“Williamson simply ignored every
opinion that didn’t emerge from within
his coterie of advisers. It’s not the first
time he’s stubbornly blundered on
during this crisis and he has proved
yet again that he’s not fit for office.”

You’re a World
Changer, Chili!
A student at Notre Dame High
School in Norwich has been named
as ‘World Changer of the Year’ for
her efforts in helping young people
with their mental health during the
pandemic.

Year 10 student Chili Tozer won
the Pearson accolade after teaching
herself to use an electric sewing
machine in lockdown with the help
of her grandma on Facetime.

Chili created and sold over 1,500
colourful facemasks for her com-
munity, through her @Chilis_face-
masks Instagram account, raising
£4,000 for young people’s mental
health in the process.

It’s a cause close to her heart and
her entrepreneurial efforts
helped fund vital twice-weekly
counselling sessions for young peo-
ple struggling with their wellbeing
over lockdown, as well as education
and sport courses that work to in-
crease confidence and motivation
among young people through men-
tal health charity Inspire Suffolk.

“Chili is an inspiration and well-
deserved ‘World Changer’,” said
Chantel Carpenter, director at
Pearson & World Changer Awards
judge. “She defines what a world
changer is all about. She has learnt
a new skill for the good of her com-
munity and used her facemasks to
affect real change – all while study-
ing for her GCSEs!”

More support for schools
but Williamson under fire

Under fire: Gavin 
Williamson

http://www.catholicteachers.co.uk


Education

37The Catholic Universe | Friday 15th January 2021

PA R T  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S E  N E W S PA P E R  D I G I TA L  N E T W O R K

w w w . t h e c a t h o l i c u n i v e r s e . c o m

Be part of the conversation...

We’re looking for articles 
for future issues of 
Education magazine. 
If you would like to contribute 
please contact me  –
on details below.

Catherine Kelly Editor on 0161 820 5722
or email catherine.kelly@thecatholicuniverse.com

Staff and children at the Sacred
Heart VA Primary School in
Swaffham did not allow all the
Covid-19 restrictions to dampen
their Christmas cheer as they
raised money for Uganda.

A Christmas jumper design
competition was one of many
events which the school arranged
in the lead-up to the Nativity. Won
by Kimmie, the competition
attracted a variety of artistic
jumpers for the children to model.
Money raised has been donated to
the Sisters’ mission in Uganda. 

The children also made clay
decorations with which to adorn a
Christmas tree.

Through Advent the children
opened the windows of a calendar
which brought out the meaning of
the Church’s season. They had a
poster competition which was
judged by Sr Francis, Fr Mark, Rev
Janet Allan from St Peter & St Paul
church and Rev Jackie Horton, the
Methodist Minister.

The overall winner of £25 was
Logan in Year 5 and his poster was
reproduced and distributed to the
whole school and to various
churches in the town to display in
their windows over Christmas.

Pictured above is Logan with his
winning poster.

Sacred Heart fundraisers help
beat the lockdown blues 

Princethorpe College’s Asymptomatic
Test Centre (ATC), offering lateral flow
tests, is up and running and has tested
its first volunteers.

Before Christmas the Government
confirmed that it would be building
on the success of testing pilots in ed-
ucational settings and rolling out rapid
lateral flow coronavirus testing in sec-
ondary schools.

Lateral flow devices do not require
a laboratory to process the results;
instead the processing of these tests

is conducted on site by trained per-
sonnel with the results often received
within an hour.

Over the Christmas break the college
has been preparing to offer the tests,
setting up the test site and training
staff to run it, and the test kits were
delivered to the school at the begin-
ning of the week.

However, last week’s national lock-
down, and the requirement for all
pupils to stay at home, stopped the
plans being put into action. However,

the experience gained is not lost as
the ATC remains a critical tool in
keeping pupils and staff safe, both
now in terms of the key worker pro-
vision but also when we eventually
get the go-ahead to return to school.

Around 20 members of staff volun-
teered to test the new centre when it
opened its doors, including Head-
master, Ed Hester. Thankfully all of
the tests came back negative.

A huge thank you to all involved in
getting the ATC up and running. 

Princethorpe’s
senior matron Paula
Grieg and matron
Sally Ritchie in the
Sports Hall where the
test centre is set up.

Princethorpe test centre up and running

Newman College in Harlesden, north
London, has committed all of its
fundraising activities for the next two
years to an afterschool programme
supporting schoolchildren in Lebanon.

The programme runs in the Beirut
suburbs and is a partnership between
UK-based The Constantinian Chari-
table Trust (TCCT) and its partner,
CARITAS Lebanon.

Its aim is to prepare Syrian refugee
and disadvantaged Lebanese children,
irrespective of faith or gender and in
serious danger of dropping-out of
school, for eventual vocational/tech-
nical training or higher education by
ensuring their continued state edu-
cation. 

The three-year programme of af-
ter-school teaching and planned ac-
tivities (currently held in four centres

with a total enrolment of 400) in
Beirut, aims to promote their rights,
provide protection, and give hope to
their families and neighbourhood.

The trust hopes to raise an initial
£325,000 for the  Dekwaneh Centre,
South East Beirut and the Ain El-
Remmaneh Centre, South Beirut to
secure their funding for three years. 

Professor Ian Linden, the chairman
of the TCCT has responded: “I was
very moved, as were the other Trustees
of The Constantinian Charitable Trust,
that the Newman College Governors
will be directing the school’s fundrais-
ing activities to support our work.

“My hope is that this new relation-
ship between the children aT Newman
College and disadvantaged Lebanese
children and Syrian refugees will be
of real mutual benefit.”

London college to support
Beirut schools programme

https://thecatholicuniverse.com/product-category/subscribe-print/
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January 2021 marks the centenary of
the death of the first Archbishop of
Liverpool. It might not be generally
known that the Cathedral was origi-
nally intended as his memorial.

Thomas Whiteside was born in
Lancaster on 17th April 1857.  He
was one of eight children of Isabella
(née Shaw) and her husband Robert
Whiteside, a corn merchant. At the
age of 11 he became a boarder at St
Edward’s College in Liverpool, then
the Junior Seminary for the Liver-
pool diocese as well as being the res-
idence of the second Bishop of Liv-
erpool, Dr Alexander Goss. 

A pious and conscientious boy, he
moved on to Ushaw College as a
clerical student in 1873. His ability
as a mathematician meant that he
ended up staying there, as pupil and
professor, for eight years. 

The papers that survive among
the archdiocesan archives show his
abiding affection for Ushaw. He reg-
ularly attended annual reunions of
former pupils, and on his subse-
quent consecration as bishop his
schoolfellows presented him with a
richly decorated breviary.

He spent four years at the Venera-
ble English College in Rome, study-
ing for the priesthood, and was or-
dained at the age of 28, on 30th May
1885, in the Basilica of St John Lat-
eran. Returning to England, he was
appointed to the staff of St Joseph’s
College, the diocesan senior semi-
nary then recently established at
Upholland. Such were his talents
that he became a Doctor of Divinity
and rose to be head of the college.
One of his staff members remem-
bers him as a ‘successful ruler and a

noteworthy promoter of the studies
of the college’.  

Unusually, he had never served as
a priest in a parish before being ap-
pointed as the fourth Bishop of Liv-
erpool in 1894.  At the very young
age of 37, he was consecrated by
Cardinal Vaughan in the Pro-Cathe-
dral of St Nicholas on 15th August.

As bishop, he was extremely hard-
working, and apart from college re-
unions he is known to have taken
only one holiday, to Linnane in the
west of Ireland. One of his secre-

taries recalled that ‘He did the work
of two men’, undertaking parish visi-
tations and confirmations, ordain-
ing priests, among the other admin-
istrative work for a vast geographical
area. His diocese extended as far as
Barrow-in-Furness, yet he was as-
siduous in visiting throughout his
fiefdom, taking a particular interest
in offering guidance to communities
of Religious and children’s homes.
Visitors were always given a sympa-
thetic hearing, and letters were an-
swered promptly. 

The Good Shepherd Appeal
The annual Good Shepherd appeal,
which still takes place today, was an
initiative of Bishop Whiteside in
1902 and his obituary recalls its
origins: ‘His next effort was to enlist
for the homeless little ones of his
diocese the sympathies not alone of
the grown-up people but even of the
little children, both those of the
well-to-do and those of the poor, but
self-supporting, working people.  
‘Year by year, at the beginning of
Lent, he wrote a special letter addressed to the children of his diocese
pointing out the needs of the waifs and strays and asking them to
sanctify their Lent by denying themselves little luxuries and to
practise charity by devoting the money thus saved to the needs of
those still poorer than themselves.  
‘To this appeal the children generously responded, the united
offerings of the schools sometimes reaching a total of over £2,000.’

Neil Sayer, archivist
for the archdiocese of
Liverpool, offers this
look at the life and
times of its first 
archbishop, Thomas
Whiteside

Liverpool’s ‘priest of the old school’

During his time in charge, more
than 40 churches were added to the
diocese, and the number of con-
vents almost doubled. His courage,
deep faith and sense of justice made
him a leader and spokesman of the
opposition to Education Bills pro-
posed by the Liberal Government in
1906-1907 that would have taken
away control of Catholic schools
from those who had built them and
paid for them. 

When the Pope appointed
Thomas Whiteside as its first Arch-
bishop in 1911, the Northern
Province based on Liverpool had by
far the largest Catholic population of
all the Provinces then created.  

Whiteside himself did not take his
elevation for granted, but self-dep-
recatingly believed that ‘the authori-
ties in Rome thought that the fewest
difficulties would be created by leav-
ing well alone and promoting the
bishop who happened to be on the
spot’.

Following a severe stroke, Arch-

bishop Whiteside died on 28th Janu-
ary 1921.  His popularity among his
flock can be seen in the numbers of
schoolchildren who lined the streets
for his funeral, and the crowds of
men and women who followed the
cortège in its five-mile journey from
the Pro-Cathedral to Ford Cemetery.
It seems that to clergy and laity alike
he ‘presented a type of priestly per-
fection’.  

At meetings later that year and
into 1922 there was much discus-
sion about how to celebrate his time
as Archbishop. ‘His memory’, it was
stated, ‘must be perpetuated in a
work as conspicuous and as un-
grudging as his merit’.  

Arising from these meetings, the
Archbishop Whiteside Memorial
Fund was established, with the sole
intention of gathering funds that
would enable the construction of a
Catholic Cathedral in Liverpool.
Land was purchased and work on

the new building was advanced
enough by 1936 that the late Arch-
bishop’s body was removed from
Ford and re-interred in the Crypt,
which was all that was built of the
original Cathedral designed by Sir
Edwin Lutyens. 

The ‘Relics Chapel’ in the Crypt
also now holds the remains of two of
Dr Whiteside’s successors as arch-
bishop, Richard Downey and George
Andrew Beck.

Archbishop Whiteside’s personal-
ity was said to be shy and retiring. Fr
Joseph Howard was ordained by him
in 1907, and according to the biogra-
phical memoir he wrote in 1936, ‘he
belonged to the old school’.  His let-
ters would be written down in hand-
writing that can be difficult to deci-
pher: ‘The typewriter and indeed the
telephone were strangers to him’,
said Fr Howard. 

I can’t help thinking he’d have
struggled with Zoom.

Archbishop Whiteside’s
tomb in the Cathedral Crypt

A richly-decorated Breviary presented to Thomas Whiteside on his
consecration as Bishop of Liverpool in 1894

Collecting box for
Archbishop Whiteside
Memorial Fund, c.1930

Archbishop Thomas
Whiteside, c.1911
All photos: Neil Sayer 
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Dental disease affects up to 80 per
cent of pets over the age of three
and – just like humans – there can
be serious health consequences.

The sooner you start looking after
your dog’s teeth the better. Dogs
start life with 28 baby teeth which
fall out by the age of six months and
are replaced by 42 permanent ones.

If these baby teeth do not fall out
and the permanent teeth start to
grow underneath them, this can
lead to problems like increased tar-
tar, bite difficulties and gum irrita-
tion.

One of the first signs of dental dis-
ease is often bad breath. Dogs with
dental problems can also be reluc-
tant to eat or play with toys, be
lethargic, and have bleeding gums
and eroded teeth.

But the problems are not just con-
fined to the mouth. The heart, kid-
neys, intestinal tract, and joints may
also be infected as mouth infections
produce bacteria which can attack
other parts of the body.

A vet with leading pet food manu-
facturer Butchers describes proper
dental care as the foundation of dog
health and wellbeing.

He advises owners to watch out
for unpleasant mouth odour, vary-
ing appetite, bleeding gums,
swelling under the eyes and general
apathy as these are signs of a major
oral inflammatory illness.

During a visit to a veterinary sur-
gery, the vet would also detect large
quantities of teeth tartar, partial or
whole tooth decay, inflamed gums,
and, in some instances, just a gentle
touch to the gum area could cause

Bad breath in dogs is the butt of many a joke but in reality, dental disease is
common in our pets and no laughing matter. Here is how to spot the signs.

heavy bleeding between the teeth
caused by food debris. In this condi-
tion teeth may well be removed.

Dental treatment in dogs unfortu-
nately requires a general anaesthetic
and the procedure would include
cleaning all the teeth, checking the
condition of the teeth and, if neces-
sary, removing a tooth.

Neglected teeth and gums is a
place for bacteria, which then attack
other parts of the body including the
gastrointestinal tract, weakening the
immune system and potentially
leading to inflammation of the heart
muscle or even an infection in the
joints and bones.

We all know how painful
toothache can be and so it is impor-
tant to look after your dog’s teeth!

The best way to avoid such
conditions is prevention.
From the early months of life, a
puppy should, initially in the form of
fun, get used to having their teeth
brushed. This can be done with a
special dog toothbrush and dog
toothpaste. For best results, as with
humans, clean the teeth every day.

Dog toothpaste is fluoride-free so

Caring for our canines’ teeth

Pets

there is no harm done if your pet
eats or swallows the paste and as it
is meat or fish flavoured, you can
understand the temptation!

Another method of prevention ad-
vised is to use special fluids that can
be added to drinking water, which
contain safe and appropriate disin-
fectants to help clean the teeth with-
out the need for brushing. Similar
formulations are also available in gel
form which can be applied to the
gums.

Dog food can also play a big part
in the prevention programme. A
small amount of plaque, on the top
of the crown particularly, can be me-
chanically removed by feeding dry
food.

The vet adds, “Matching the size
of the dog food with the appropriate

“ Dogs with dental
problems can also
be reluctant to eat
or play with toys, be
lethargic, and have
bleeding gums and
eroded teeth.”

“Dog food can also play a big part in the
prevention programme. A small amount
of plaque, on the top of the crown
particularly, can be mechanically 
removed by feeding dry food.”

kibble size will ensure that your dog
bites the kibble and will therefore
have some effect. Administering
chews or bones will also help to
clean teeth.”

Keeping your dog’s oral
hygiene in check

Regular visits to your vet are also

an important element of

prevention to ensure your pet

pooch has a happy and healthy

life. Your dog can’t tell you when

it has toothache – so it’s

important to take measures to

prevent dental problems and

look out for tell-tale signs that

may indicate diseased teeth or

gums.

Alternative therapies are on the
rise, with even the NHS increas-
ingly accepting alternative medi-
cine as a viable approach to injury,
illness and psychological prob-
lems. 

But now animal owners are
turning to these therapies in an 
attempt to cure problems in their
pets.

Private practices are springing
up all over the country offering
the kind of therapies that most of
us probably wouldn’t spend
money on for ourselves. Treat-
ments such as kinesiology, reflex-
ology, aromatherapy, colour heal-
ing and even reiki are becoming
popular with pets. These animal
therapy sessions see practitioners
working closely with animals in-
cluding dogs, horses and cats, tak-
ing information from owners on
the specific issues they have had
before deciding which particular
therapy would best suit the case. 

The sessions can help to heal
injuries, improve muscle tone, re-
lieve respiratory, urinary and skin
problems, solve psychological is-
sues such as spooking and depres-
sion and even simply improve the
relationship and communication
between animal and owner. Mas-
sages are offered for both dogs
and horses and, like with human
massage, can be used to diagnose
and relieve areas of muscle tension. 

Aromatherapy is surprisingly ef-
fective in animals. Indeed, consid-
ering the innate ability of animals
to know what foods are edible and
which aren’t, it stands to reason
that they can also choose which
plant oils and extracts will benefit
their condition. Likewise, reiki
treatments, with their ability to
promote relaxation, are ideal for
animals with personality and
communication issues or those
who are easily upset. Reflexology,
applied to legs, feet and ears, can
be beneficial in posture and co-or-
dination. 

It might seem strange for animals
to be treated in this way, but at a
time when our pets are considered
members of the family, we are
now doing the same for them.

Animal therapy
treatments are 
on the rise

Doggie bad breath is
no laughing matter
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The unrelenting rise of cotton-wool
kids – those coddled indoors by their
parents – is resulting in a long-term
and dramatic decline in children’s
relationship with nature, says a new
report by the National Trust.

The paper charts academic re-
search and a string of surveys high-

lighting how a generation of children
is losing touch with the natural
world, and it warns that urgent ac-
tion is needed to bridge this growing
gap before it is too late. 

In his Natural Childhood report
for the Trust, naturalist, author and
TV producer Stephen Moss outlined
a clear need to tackle the rise of 
‘Nature Deficit Disorder’, a term
coined by US-based writer Richard
Louv to describe a growing disloca-
tion between children and nature.

We have all seen the headlines
about the decline in children’s play
in the outdoors. Yet we all know the
benefits being outdoors can bring,
and as parents we want our children
to spend more time outdoors than
they do. But despite this overwhelm-
ing evidence and the different initia-
tives and schemes run by organisa-
tions across the UK, our kids are
spending less and less time in the
nature. The time to act is now, while
we still have a generation of parents
and grandparents who grew up out-
doors and can pass on their experi-
ence and while there remains a de-

termination to do something posi-
tive in this area.

Conservation groups, academics,
social and health professionals, and
the media have charted the rise of
so-called cotton-wool kids. The sta-
tistics show that: 

• Fewer than 10 per cent of kids
play in wild places, down from 50
per cent

• The roaming radius for kids has
declined by 90 per cent 

• Three times as many children
are taken to hospital each year after

Keeping children engaged with nature
There is a growing dislocation between
children and nature. But keeping contact
with the outdoors is an important way to
boost their curiosity and aid development

Naturalist, author and TV producer

Stephen Moss

HEALTH

falling out of bed, as from falling out
of trees 

• Half of all kids had been stopped
from climbing trees. 

Authority rules and layers of bureau-
cracy have combined with a climate
of ‘don’t do that’ to create an envi-
ronment where fewer and fewer
children play in outdoors. 

But therre is hope: the research
shows that capturing children before
they enter the teenage years is cru-
cial as if you get kids hooked on life
outside before they reach 12, you

will create a lifelong passion for the
environment.

“The good news is that almost
everyone – parents, grandparents,
teachers, health professionals,
politicians – agree that nature has a
influence on a child’s wellbeing. I
truly believe that just as children
need a good diet, education and
healthcare, so they need to connect
with the natural world. Now we
have a real chance to turn Britain’s
cotton-wool kids into free-range
children.” says Stephen

It may surprise you to know that-
natural wild food for birds can be
scarce in summer, so birds need
our help all year round to retain
their food supplies, not just in win-
ter. Bird expert Bill Oddie has
called on animal lovers to join his
‘bird feeding is cool’ revolution
which urges people to adopt his
simple message and make all the
difference to our feathered friends.

Every daylight minute birds must
search for food, and in the summer
the pressure is really on as they
have to source food for their young,
Depending on the weather and
other factors, natural food may be
scarce. A shortage of caterpillars or
droughts that bake the earth so
that worms are inaccessible can of-
ten mean birds need extra help
from us. 

Bill says: “People still seem sur-
prised when I tell them that during
the summer months, we should ac-
tually increase the amount of food
we put out for the birds. There are
more birds around and every time

the youngsters leave the nest they
add to the numbers in the garden. 

“A new family may be one or two,
maybe half a dozen. Plus, the par-
ents are still around, and they are
pretty worn out.”

Bill points out that prospective
parents have been working hard
building their nests before the
youngsters arrive. 

Then they lay and incubate the
eggs, but the parents still need to
feed themselves and the quality of
that food affects the health of the
offspring. Ironically, the healthier
the nestlings are, the hungrier they

look – their frantic begging for
more uses up energy which can
only be replaced by more food.

The chicks that are barely mov-
ing are the ones in danger. It might
be illness, or hunger, or even star-
vation. 

The ones that get the food are
the survivors. The responsibility is
with the parents. 

“It really is the survival of the
fittest.” says Bill• Visit Bill’s Site for

Advice

For helpful and informative advice

visit Bill’s YouTube channel,

www.youtube/billoddiesbirdfood . 

Wildlife lovers feed our feathered friends during the winter months,
but how many realise that birds need extra help in summer, too?

Bill Oddie, wildlife

specialist and TV

personality

Birds need our help all year round

GARDEN
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People who have little time to spare
and others who find themselves 
habitual fitness regime dropouts will
be cheered to know there’s a new ap-
proach to getting that much desired
healthier lifestyle that doesn’t in-
volve frequenting the gym. It’s all
about walking.

Many of us make resolutions to
get fit but somehow, getting down to
it demands more effort and commit-
ment than we can muster despite
our good intentions. Recent re-
search suggests that 71 per cent of
people who set out to get fit aban-
don their efforts pretty quickly. So,
Joanna Hall, one of the UK’s leading
fitness and walking experts and co-
founder of Walkactive, has five top

tips that get results. The good news
is that there is no need for a gym or
any expensive equipment.

Walking is simple, easy, and just
about anyone can do it. Some peo-
ple are sceptical about many of its
benefits, but there is no disputing
the research. 

Walking at the right pace and with
the right technique can reduce the
risk of many diseases and painful
conditions says Joanna.

Walking prevents disease 
In fact, it has been shown that walk-
ing can help prevent heart disease,
stroke, colon cancer, constipation,
osteoporosis, impotence, high blood
pressure and depression. It can also
help improve metabolism, breath-
ing, circulation, concentration,
memory, sleep, sense of wellbeing,

If the gym can’t fix it – try walking

HEALTH

Five top tips for getting
into walking
So, if you’re suddenly inclined to
give fitness another try, here are
Walkactive’s top five tips for
stepping into shape. 

1. Invest in a good
pedometer.
Studies show that individuals who
wear a pedometer are significantly
more physically active than those
who don’t. 

2. Establish your average
daily baseline. 
Use your pedometer to record the
number of steps you take per day
for four days and work out your
average steps per day. Ideally you
should include a weekend and
workday to get a truer reflection of
your weekly activity.

During the first week, you must
match your baseline number of
steps every day, then for the next

four weeks, depending on how fit
you are, add 500 or 1,000 steps to
your baseline and match that new
baseline each day. This approach
gets you fitter gradually and helps
you feel in control. 

3. Establish your optimum
walking pace.
This is the pace at which you feel
slightly out of breath, feel you need
to take off a layer of clothing and is
most probably the pace you may
walk at if you are late for a meeting
but don’t want to break into a run. 

4. Get proper footwear. 
Your footwear is the most
important asset. Specialist shoes
and boots are available for leisure,
fitness, hill, and mountain
pursuits. 

Look for good support in your
ankle and forefoot. Comfort and
support do matter. 

5. Spread your steps. 
Split your days into zones and aim
for a certain number of steps in
each three or four time zones. 
This stops you having to achieve a
huge step target all in one go at the
end of the day and challenges you
to use walking as a form of travel,
reducing your carbon footprint.

overall mood, and stress levels. And
if that’s not enough, it can take
inches off hips, thighs, bottoms and
waistlines, while strengthening
muscles, bones and joints.

“Whether someone is completely
new to fitness, wants to firm up, lose
excess Christmas pounds, or just get
fitter and healthier, walking is per-
fect. It has few side effects and can
be done by almost anyone, any-
where.” says Joanna.

“If you are walking to get fit, train-
ing for a charity walk, firming up, or
losing weight, we have trained thou-
sands of people to get the results
they deserve,” says Alissa Twisk, a
leading charity walking expert and
co-founder of Walkactive. “We have
also launched our online club so we
can motivate and encourage clients
in-between training sessions
through weekly email support,
monthly online chats with Joanna
and myself, and exclusive discounts
on our courses and events.”

Walking for Everyone
WalkActive courses include
‘WalkFit’, a one-hour session held
every week for six weeks, designed
for people who want to get fit, firm
and healthy; ‘Walk Firm’, a
lunchtime 45-minute online cardio
walking blast class; ‘Baby Buggy and
Me’, to help mums regain their body
through a 50-minute session held
online once a week for six weeks. 

Further details of online course
dates, venues and how to book a
place can be found at
https://joannahallwalkactive.com/

Pedometers or wearable tech such
as a Fitbit are good for recording
your average steps per day.

Walking at the right pace and
with the right technique can
reduce the risk of many diseases

Walking can be just as effective as going to the gym and is a
low intensity option for those of us who can’t run. Here are
some tips to incorporate walking into your daily routine.

“Look for good
support in your
ankle and forefoot.
Comfort and
support matters.”
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For many people, knitting conjures
up images of old ladies in comfy
armchairs doubled up over needles
and wool, while listening to the
wireless. However, this couldn’t be
further from the truth as the craft is
now firmly back in vogue with a
trendy following – including many
celebrities.

So where to start? If you’re new to
knitting or could use a refresher on
the basic skills, here are the some
easy steps to get you knitting and
purling again. All you will need is a
pair of knitting needles and some
wool. 

Step one: Casting on 

The very first step in any knitting
project, from the simplest scarf to
the most intricate garment, is the
cast on. Casting on is simply the way
that you get stitches onto the needle
so that you can start knitting. 

First of all, tie a slip knot and
place it on the left needle. Then
insert the right-hand needle
through the slipknot and pass the
yarn over the right needle. Bring the
right needle back pulling a new loop
through with it. Place this loop on

Knitting: the calming
hobby that keeps
your hands busy

the left-hand needle. Then insert the
right-hand needle between the two
stitches on the left needle. Wind the
yarn round the point of the right
needle. Draw a loop through and
place it on the left-hand needle.
Repeat this until you have the
amount of stitches required. 

Step two: The knit stitch or garter

stitch 

The knit stitch is the basis for all
other knitting. Once you know how
to cast on and knit, you can start the
most basic projects, such as scarves.
Start with the yarn at the back and
insert the right-hand needle from
left to right through the front of the
first stitch on the left-hand needle.
Wind the yarn over the right-hand
needle. Pull through a loop. Slip the
original stitch off the left-hand
needle. Repeat this until all the
stitches have been transferred from
the left to the right-hand needle. 

Step three: The purl stitch

With the yarn at the front of the
work, insert the right-hand needle
from right to left through the front
of the first stitch on the left-hand
needle. Wind the yarn round the
right needle. Draw a loop through to
the back. Slip the original stitch off
the left-hand needle. Insert the

needle into the back of the stitch on
the left-hand needle from behind
and bring the point of the right-
hand needle through to the front. 

Step four: Casting off

Casting off is the method used to
dispose of a number of stitches. It is
used during shaping, on shoulder
seams for example and often forms
the last row of the work. Always cast
off in pattern. For example, when
working on stocking stitch cast off
knit-wise on a knit row and purl-
wise on a purl row and when casting
off ribbing, do so as if you were
continuing to rib. 

Casting off in knit stitch 

Knit the first two stitches. Using
the left hand needle, lift the first
stitch over the second and drop it off
the needle. Knit the next stitch and
repeat the process. 

Casting off in purl stitch 

Purl the first two stitches. Using
the left hand needle, lift the first
stitch over the second and drop it off
the needle. Purl the next stitch and
repeat the process. With these
simple steps and a bit of practise
you should be able to knit anything
from hats and scarves, to basic
jumper and cardigan patterns.

as we’re spending
more time indoors,
knitting is making a
comeback. Here is
how to get started

HOme

Puzzle nerds around the globe
have teamed up to create the
world’s first crowd-sourced jigsaw
puzzle design. The brainchild of
planet-friendly jigsaw brand
Cloudberries, this innovative proj-
ect saw 439 puzzlers working col-
laboratively to create a new puzzle,
one piece at a time. In just over two
hours, all of the sections of the
puzzle were designed and now
Cloudberries has revealed the result.

“We wanted to test a theory
called the ‘wisdom of the crowd.’
The idea is that when large groups
of people are brought together,
they’re much smarter and better at
innovating than individual experts,
and better at designing things,
too.” says Cloudberries founder,
Steve Vickers

Testing the theory

Cloudberries decided to test this
theory in the bravest way possi-
ble by letting hundreds of puz-
zlers design the brand’s next jig-
saw together. The UK-based
company, which specialises in
beautiful, eco-friendly puzzles,
had no idea how the final puzzle
would look. However, they pledged
that whatever happened, they
would launch the crowdsourced
design as a real 500-piece puzzle.

How it worked

Puzzlers were invited to choose a
shape from a predefined grid on
cloudberries.co.uk/crowd. Then,
they could choose which colour
they’d like their section of the
puzzle to be. Entries were
submitted in isolation, and
participants were prevented from
seeing which colour neighbouring
sections had been given, or
whether their submission ‘fitted in’
with the rest of the design. Once all
sections of the puzzle were
coloured in, Cloudberries revealed
the final design on social media,
attracting thousands of likes and

One piece at a time

comments. The next step is to name
the puzzle, and again Cloudberries
asked its fans on social media to
suggest names and vote for a winner
over the coming days. The pre-sale
for the world’s first crowdsourced
puzzle opened at the end of 2020
with the finished 500-piece jigsaws
shipping in February 2021. The
people who helped design the
puzzle will be able to buy it before
anyone else, and Cloudberries will –
as with all its jigsaw designs – plant
a tree for every puzzle sold. All
Cloudberries puzzles are made in
Europe with sustainably sourced
paper and board.

The crowdsourced puzzle tool can
be viewed at https://www.cloud
berries.co.uk/crowd.

Games

How a crowd-sourced project pulled
together the world’s finest puzzle

“The idea is that
when large groups
of people are
brought together,
they’re much
smarter and
better at
innovating.”

Two basic fabric types;

stockinette and garter,

illustrated with red stitch.

Photo: WillowW

Cloudberries specialises

in eco-friendly puzzles.

Piecing together

reveals one of many

minimalist designs.

Photo credit: 

thejigsawsolver
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NICK’S MUSIC PICKS

NICK’S TV PICKS

The Chasers’ Road Trip: Trains,

Brains and Automobiles

Thursday 21st January

9.00pm-10.00pm

ITV

Anne Hegerty, Mark Labbett and
Shaun Wallace escape the confines
of the studio to embark on a brand-
new three part series, travelling the
globe to take on child geniuses and
great apes.

This week, the Chasers journey to
America to pit their wits against
Kanzi, a Bonobo ape who is able to
communicate with humans by
using pictures and symbols on a
Lexigram and they meet a 25-year-
old orang-utan called Katie and the
genius of the ocean, the dolphin. 

Royal Antiques Revived

Tuesday 19th January

10.00pm-11.05pm

More4

In this one-off programme, Victoria
Coren Mitchell meets three royal
repairers as they embark on a
journey of incredible restoration. 

A rare and beautiful Broadwood
piano, previously owned by two fa-
mous British monarchs, is brought
back to life, and a Humber Super
Snipe Mark III that claims to have
the Queen Mother's fingernail marks
on its interior, has an interesting and
curious past.

The team also go behind the scenes
at the Wallace Collection to see two
highly valuable desks restored.

Cornwall and Devon Walks 

with Julia Bradbury

Wednesday 20th January

8.00pm-8.30pm

ITV

Julia Bradbury takes us to parts of
the West Country that can only be
explored on foot in this new ITV
series.

In this episode, Julia is walking in
Dartmoor National Park, one of the
last great wildernesses in the UK. On
a seven-mile circular walk from the
iconic Hay Tor, Julia has a go at
climbing its towering granite rocks,
learns about the Dartmoor Pony
with naturalist Nick Baker and dis-
covers the myths and legends of the
moor with musician Seth Lakeman.

Devon and Cornwall

Monday 18th January

8.00pm-9.00pm

Channel 4

In the first episode of this new
series we meet the people who live
and work along the beautiful
Devon and Cornwall coastline. 

In Looe on the south coast of
Cornwall, the whole community
gears up for one of the biggest
events of the year – the one-mile
wild swim from St George’s Island
back to the town beach.

And on the north Devon coast,
coasteering guide Sue Allen heads
off in search of a new route on the
rocky shores, perfect for tourists to
experience.

Emergency Helicopter Medics: Home

Emergencies

Wednesday 20th January

9.00pm-10.00pm

More4

This new compilation episode
revisits some of the most dramatic
incidents as the Air Ambulance
teams battle to save lives, bringing
the emergency department to our
roadside, coastline and city. 

In Sunderland, medics work quickly
to try and save Susan's life following
a major gas explosion. The crew face
danger as they treat Adrian after he's
crushed by a collapsed wall. 

And in Teesside, four-year-old
Abithan needs strong pain relief
when he breaks his thigh bone.

A beautiful sunset over Portscatho 

in Cornwall 

Victoria embarks on a journey of

restoration © Carl Palmer
Julia talks myths of the moors with

Seth Lakeman. © TwoFour Productions
The Chasers take to the roads in

their RV. © Boundless Productions 

Air ambulance crew race to serious

home emergencies. © Adam Boyle 

The Music Scene

Nick Benson

Delayed due to the ongoing global
situation, Kerri Watt’s debut album,
Neptune’s Daughter, was originally
recorded back in 2018 with Texas-
based producer Machine.

Not every day does the opportu-
nity arise for an artist to work with
someone who sits so dramatically
on the opposite end of the musical
scale, so when Watt was told that
the metal and rock producer was
interested in working with her, she
jumped at the opportunity.

“I loved the idea of joining forces
with someone from a totally differ-
ent genre to bring something
unique to the sound,” she said.
“Machine and I spoke at length
about the sound of the album, in-
fluences, bands/playlists/moods
we liked and found we had a lot in
common.”

It’s a partnership that clearly
worked. As Watt sought to expand
her sonic palette past her Ameri-
cana roots, Machine facilitated the
infusion of other genres integral to
Watt’s musical upbringing, all
whilst ensuring the original songs
essence stayed intact. 

The tunes Watt bought to the

studio were given a new edge with
elements of rock, blues, and con-
temporary pop, producing thrilling
results. Supplementing this evolu-
tion of her sound was a team of top
session players in Austin, Texas. 

“The final result perfectly encap-
sulated the five weeks Machine and
I spent experimenting and creating
magic at his studio with some in-
credible Austin players!” Watt said.

In short, fans can expect the full
gamut of Watt’s musical talents on
display here, and her excitement is
palpable.

“It feels like years of work and
passion are coming to fruition and
I’m finally getting to share a full
body of work,” she said.

“There’s some really fun, light
tracks mixed with darker moments,

Neptune’s Daughter by Kerri Watt 
Glaswegian singer-songwriter Kerri Watt sees her years of
work and passion come to fruition with the release of her
long-awaited debut album, Neptune’s Daughter.

and scattered throughout are a few
subtle references to some of my mu-
sical heroes that I’m hoping fans will
have fun picking out!

“After years of experimenting with
different sounds and ideas, I’ve writ-
ten a piece that I hope will have
something for every kind of person
and be the positive start we all need
for 2021.”

Neptune’s Daughter is available on
CD, cassette (available exclusively
from Watt’s official store) and has a
deluxe digital edition, which in-
cludes six bonus acoustic tracks.

Watt preceded the album with her
Chapter Two EP. Released on 11th
December, the EP includes three
tracks; one original, one cover and
the new single, an acoustic version
of one of Watt’s most beloved songs,
Chasing Aeroplanes.

Last year was a busy one for Watt,
with highlights including a BBC
5LIVE Session for Laura Whitmore; a
Mahogany/COVERS Session on
YouTube; playing at Celtic Connec-
tions and Americana Fest; a One To
Watch for 2020 feature in Maverick
magazine; plus an Under The Apple
Tree Session.

Watt has also been keeping busy
recently with a host of content and
streams, including her Watt A Won-
derful World show.

She has also been a featured per-
former on charity streams such as
Save Our Scottish Venues for the Music
Venue Trust and The 2.6 Challenge
for Stop The Traffic, plus being
sought after for collaborations with
Puma Women on their Stronger To-
gether campaign live stream.

2019 saw Watt successfully sup-
porting Keith Urban on his sell-out
London O2 show, plus receiving rave
reviews with her stand out perform-

ances at Country 2 Country Festi-
val London.

Previous radio support and suc-
cesses include BBC Radio 2 A & B
listed solo singles, plus BBC Radio
2 C-list with Embrace.

And now, to top her hectic list
off, Watt has finally released her
debut album!

• Neptune’s Daughter by Kerri Watt 

is out now on Cooking Vinyl Limited.

Kerri Watt on stage.

Katie Betteridge.©
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Junno Arocho Esteves  
In times of doubt and suffering,
Christians must not focus on their
problems, but instead lift up their
eyes to God, who leads them toward
the hopeful promise of great things
to come, Pope Francis said on the
feast of the Epiphany.

“This does not mean denying real-
ity, or deluding ourselves into think-
ing that all is well. Rather, it is a mat-
ter of viewing problems and
anxieties in a new way, knowing that
the Lord is aware of our troubles, at-
tentive to our prayers and not indif-
ferent to the tears we shed,” the
pope said.

The pope celebrated Mass with a
little over 100 people, all wearing
masks and seated socially distanced
from each other, at the Altar of the
Chair St. Peter’s Basilica on 6th Janu-
ary.

In accordance with an ancient tra-
dition, after the proclamation of the
Gospel on Epiphany, a singer from
the Sistine Choir chanted the an-
nouncement of the date of Easter
2021 (4th April) and the dates of
other feasts on the church calendar
that are calculated according to the
date of Easter.

After celebrating Mass, the pope
prayed the Angelus in the library of
the Apostolic Palace.

In his Angelus address, the pope
said that Christ is “the star who ap-
peared on the horizon, the awaited
Messiah, the one through whom
God would inaugurate his kingdom
of love, of justice and of peace.

“He was born not only for some,
but for all men and women, for all

peoples,” the pope said.
Christians, he added, “must also

be the star for our brothers and sis-
ters” and shine bright “by drawing
near to the other, encountering the
other, assuming the reality of the
other. This is the only way that the
light of God, who is love, can shine
in those who welcome it and attract
others.”

“Woe to us if we think we possess
it, that we only need to ‘manage’ it!”
he exclaimed. “Like the Magi, we too
are called to allow ourselves to be
fascinated, attracted, guided, illumi-
nated and converted by Christ.”

Earlier, in his homily at Mass, the
pope focused on three phrases pro-
claimed in the day’s readings that
offered “a few useful lessons from
the Magi” on “what it means to be
worshippers of the Lord.”

“Like them, we want to bow down
and worship the Lord,” he said.

Reflecting on the first reading
from the prophet Isaiah, the pope
said the words of encouragement –
“lift up your eyes” – spoken to the
exiled people of Israel are a call to
“lay aside their weariness and com-
plaints, to escape the bottleneck of a
narrow way of seeing things, to cast
off the dictatorship of the self, the
constant temptation to withdraw
into ourselves and our own con-
cerns.”

Trusting in the Lord, despite prob-
lems, gives rise to gratitude, he said,
and “our hearts become open to
worship.”

On the other hand, he said, focus-
ing exclusively on problems and not
looking to God for hope causes “fear

and confusion to creep into our
hearts, giving rise to anger, bewil-
derment, anxiety and depression.”

“When we lift up our eyes to God,
life’s problems do not go away, but
we feel certain that the Lord grants
us the strength to deal with them,”
the pope said. “The first step toward
an attitude of worship, then, is to
‘lift up our eyes.’”

The second phrase – “to set out on
a journey” – recalls the Magi’s jour-
ney to Bethlehem to worship baby
Jesus, he continued.

A journey, he said, always sparks a
“transformation, a change” in which

one learns new things and finds “in-
ner strength amid the hardships and
risks” he or she may encounter
along the way.

“Like the Magi, we too must allow
ourselves to learn from the journey
of life, marked by the inevitable in-
conveniences of travel,” he said. “We
cannot let our weariness, our falls
and our failings discourage us.”

Even one’s sins, when one recog-
nizes and repents of them, “will help
you to grow,” the pope added.

Pope Francis said the final phrase 
– “to see” – invites Christians to look
“beyond the veil of things visible,

which often prove deceptive,” and
instead follow the example of the
Magi who observed the world with a
“theological realism” that allowed
them to perceive “the objective real-
ity of things and leads to the realisa-
tion that God shuns all ostentation.”

It is “a way of ‘seeing’ that tran-
scends the visible and makes it pos-
sible for us to worship the Lord who
is often hidden in everyday situa-
tions, in the poor and those on the
fringes,” the pope said. It is “a way of
seeing things that is not impressed
by sound and fury, but seeks in every
situation the things that truly matter.”

Look to the
heavens for
hope, pope
says on
Epiphany

Feature

https://thecatholicuniverse.com/product-category/subscribe-digital/


Classified/Crossword/Sudoku

46 For extra news go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com

Every 
Sudoku has a unique
solution that can be
reached logically.
Enter numbers into
the blank spaces so
that each row,
column and 3x3 
box contains the 
numbers 1 to 9. 

Stuck?

see page 47

The Catholic Universe Sudoku                             No. 280

SOLUTION -
see page 47

Across

6. Word for word (7)
7. Carousal (5)
9. Manner (3)
10. Ducking (9)
12. Stamp collector
(11)
15. War of words (11)
17. Awe (9)
19. Attempt (3)
21. Afterwards (5)
22. Free (7)

Down

1. Competitor (5)
2. Not many (3)
3. Healing ointment (4)
4. Incessant (9)
5. Compunction (7)
8. Spirit (6)
11. In fragments (9)
13. Plunderer (6)
14. Overseer (7)
16. Clutch (5)
18. Cook (4)
20. Wager (3)

Classifiedu

STYLE A

STYLE B

STYLE C

CATHOLIC STUDY GUIDES: We have a wide
selection of Catholic books and pamphlets
aimed at deepening your knowledge of the

Catholic Faith. Suitable for Catechism classes,
adult study groups, and individual learning.

Written by leading experts in their field. Please
call 020 000 000 for latest catalogue and prices.

Up to 70 words Heading of your choice

£24 per week Up to 100 words
£30 per week

Fully designed ad
Heading of your

choice
£42 per week

Two column wide, fully designed, with
frame FREE design service, 

Heading of your choice
£72 per week    £180 for 3 weeks    

£336 for 6 weeksRemembering
PERSONALISED MEMORIAM
CARDS, BOOKMARKS AND 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS,
NOTELETS  ALL STYLES

Samples / Information
KENNEDY PRINTERS
BANTRY, CO. CORK, IRELAND

Tel: 00353 (0)27 50102
www.kennedyprinters.ie
email: info@kennedyprinters.ie

?

BOOKING IS AS EASY AS 1,2,3 ...
1) Choose your style –A, B or C
2) Compose your wording etc
3) Book your advertisement ...

Please call 07984 616950
for special prices on larger sizes, 

bulk bookings and inclusion in 
our other Catholic titles

By phone: call 07984 616950
(We’ll need your wording, images, special instructions, date/ dates ad is to run,
and a phone number we can contact you on,to arrange proof and payment.)

By post: Please send your cheque or PO, made out to:- 
Universe Media Group Ltd, to: Classifieds, Universe Media Group Ltd, 
2nd Floor, Oakland House, 76 Talbot Road, Manchester M16 0PQ.

Linking you to your Catholic Community

Personalised Stationery
•Funeral Mass sheets•Wedding Order of Service

•Cards•Party invites•Thank-you cards

Remember pictures are the best memories

Bernie O’Brien - Photo-journalist
07962 100 872

7 St David’s Close, Sale, Cheshire M33 7DL
Bernie@BernieOBrien.co.uk
www.BernieOBrien.co.uk

Catholic family run Funeral
Directors for over 230 years

Experts in Worldwide Repatriation
24 Hour Service
020 7237 6366 or 020 7313 6920

www.albins.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

The Catholic Universe Crossword                                                 No. 680
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Sudoko 
Solution (from p46)

PRIESTS & BROTHERS

Across: 6 Literal; 7 Revel;
9 Way; 10 Immersion; 
12 Philatelist; 
15 Controversy; 
17 Reverence; 19 Try; 
21 Later; 22 Release.

Down: 1 Rival; 2 Few; 
3 Balm; 4 Ceaseless; 
5 Remorse; 8 Mettle; 
11 Shattered; 13 Looter;
14 Foreman; 16 Grasp; 
18 Chef; 20 Bet.

MASS TIMES

Jesuit Church, Farm Street

www.farmstreet.org.uk

Regular Mass & Service times:
SUNDAY: 6pm (Saturday Vigil); 8am; 9.30am (Family); 

11am (Latin); 12.30pm; 5.30pm.
WEEKDAYS: 8am; 1.05pm; 6pm.

SATURDAY: 8am; 6pm (Saturday Vigil)
BANK HOLIDAYS: 1.05pm.

All Masses are currently livestreamed on our website.
OPENING HOURS:

The church is open daily from 7.30am to 6.30pm.
CONFESSIONS: Mon-Fri: 12pm-1pm; Saturday: 10am-12 noon. 

By request. Please phone to make an appointment.
All Welcome. 

Please phone 020 7493 7811 for more information.

Crossword 
Solution (from p46)

Special Offer! An opportunity too good to be
missed. We are not offering a job, career or even
a way of life. 

We offer an invitation to explore if you have
been invited by the Lord, to follow him in a
special way as a priest or religious as an
Augustinian Recollect friar. 

We offer you the fellowship of our
communities… the opportunity to share prayer
and spiritual growth… the challenge to know
yourself and your purpose in life… an
opportunity to serve God as a missionary in
remote parts of the world, or in an inner-city
parish in London or New York. 

The need is always there and so is the invitation. 
Our ‘ Special Offer’  is a lifetime opportunity to
follow the call of God to serve him as an
Augustinian Recollect friar. 

For more information: Fr Gerald Wilson O.A.R., 
St Rita’ s Centre, Ottery Moor Lane, Honiton,
Devon, EX14 1AP. 01404 42601 ex 1

oarvocations@btinternet.com   
www.augustinian-recollects.org.uk

Visit us on Facebook or Linkedin.

The Church needs religious sisters URGENTLY
(ministers of religion) to bring Christ to others by 

a life of prayer and service lived in the community
of Ignation spirituality. Daily Mass is the centre 

of community life. By wearing the religious habit
we are witnesses of the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and would
like to find out how, contact Sister Bernadette.      

Mature vocations considered.
CONVENT OF OUR LADY OF FIDELITY 
1 Our Lady’s Close, Off  Hermitage Road,
Upper Norwood, London. SE19 3FA.
Tel: 0044 (0) 7760 297001  
Email: sr_bernadette_vfcss@hotmail.com

OUR LADY OF FIDELITY
VOCATIONS

MEMORIAM CARDS

RECRUITMENT

Do you want to 
reach out to a 

forgotten 
community?

We are looking for like-minded ordained 
and non-ordained people to serve 

the Traveller Communities in England 
and Wales through our Sessional 

Chaplaincy and Family Support work.

Full details on application.

If you are interested, please contact 
our CEO Clive Dudbridge at

clive.dudbridge@margaretclitherow.org
or to have an informal discussion, 

please contact Clive on 07808650604.

CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Dear Heart of
Jesus in the past 
I have asked for
many favours,
this time I ask
you for this very
special one
(mention favour).
Take it dear Heart 
of Jesus and
place it within
your own broken
heart where your
Father sees it.
Then in his merciful eyes it will become your
favour not mine.  Amen.

THE MIRACULOUS PRAYER

Please of your charity pray for Peter Codd. Recently died in December 2020. Our
great friend always with his wonderful smile. James O’Malley, Thomas Myldoon,
Andrew Parkinson and his many friends at De la Salle Hospital Hall Middleton -
A.P.

DEATH NOTICES & OBITUARIES

LITURGICAL CALENDARS

Ordinary Form Liturgical Calendar

Sunday Year B, weekday cycle 1

Roman Missal of 1962 (Tridentine Rite)

January: Month of the Holy 
Name of Jesus
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, 17th January: 1 Sm3:3-10,19; Ps 39; 
1 Cor 6:13-15,17-20; Jn 1:35-42

Monday, 18th January: Heb 5:1-10; Ps 109; Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday, 19th January: Heb 6:10-20; Ps 100; 
Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday, 20th January:Heb 7:1-3,15-17; Ps 109; 
Mk 3:1-6

Thursday, 21st January:Heb 7:25-8:6; Ps 39; Mk 3:7-12

Friday, 22nd January:Heb 8:6-13; Ps 84; Mk 3:13-19

Saturday, 23rd January:Heb 9:2-3,11-14; Ps 46; 
Mk 3:20-21 

Sunday, 17th January: Second Sunday after Epiphany
Rom 12:6-16; Jn 2:1-11

Monday, 18th January: Feria
Readings of Sunday repeated

Tuesday, 19th January: Feria
Readings of Sunday repeated

Wednesday, 20th January: SS Fabian pope & Sebastian
martyrs Heb 11:33-39; Lk 6:17-23

Thursday, 21st January:St Agnes virgin & martyr
Ecclus 51:1-8,12; Mt 25:1-13

Friday, 22nd January:SS Vincent & Anastasius martyrs
Wis 3:1-8; Lk 21:9-19

Saturday, 23rd January:St Raymond of Penafort
confessor
Ecclus 31:8-11,12; Lk 12:35-40

Compiled by Gordon Dimon, 
Senior MC of the Latin Mass Society

Extraordinary Form Calendar according to the

In thanks to St Joseph of Cupertino and St Anthony for exam success. 

PRAYERS ANSWERED
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Dr Colm Hickey

Ah,’ the magic of the cup’, but what
is it?

The FA Cup is undoubtedly the
greatest and most famous knock out
competition in the world. It began in
1871 and is beautifully and brutally
simple. Put all the name of the com-
peting teams in a hat, draw them
out with the first team having home
advantage and play one match, the
winner progressing to the next
round. It is no respecter of a club’s
status, heritage, tradition, fame,
money, power, or appeal. A team
may have a very easy run in the
competition and draw a succession
of weaker teams and progress
through several rounds, or it may
have to play a top Premier League
team followed by another and an-
other (if it keeps on winning) for los-
ing, no matter how unluckily or un-
deservedly, means that you are out
and must wait for another year.
That is why it is so hard to win. A
professional player’s career is, on av-
erage, only seven years, so to win the
cup is a great achievement which
most players do not get to realise. 

Because so many teams enter the
competition, it begins in August for
lower ranked non-league teams with
an extra preliminary round. This is
followed by four preliminary rounds
until the first major payday for non-
league clubs; the first round when
League Two and League One teams
join. After that, the next big day for
small clubs is the 3rd round for this
is when the Premier League and
Championship teams enter. So, for
most non-league clubs their FA Cup
‘final’ is Round 1 and a draw against
an EFL club, and for League One
and League Two clubs, Round 3 and
a draw against a Premier League
club. Ever year this happens, and a
minnow has its spot in the sunlight.
This year was no different and three
clubs made the headlines for differ-

ent reasons.  
The first is Chorley. The club play

in National League North, the divi-
sion below the National League
which if you win you enter League
Two. The club defeated Champi-
onship side Derby County managed
by Wayne Rooney. It is managed by
Jamie Vermiglio, a primary school
headteacher. The money the club
makes from the cup run is an in-
valuable lifeline. He explained:
“We’ve made around £250,000 be-
fore today, goodness knows what it
will be now. It will certainly be
£300,000 or £400,000. We could pos-
sibly get to £500,000 now and for a
club like us, not only does it save us,
but it also enables us to grow.” 

Chorley play in the sixth tier of
English football, four tiers below
Derby. Vermiglio lived in Ireland
during the 90s and was educated at
St Oliver’s Primary School and St
Brendan’s College Killarney before
moving to Warrington. He played
with a local club in Warrington be-
fore joining Chorley where he was
appointed captain of the side after a
few years. When he stopped playing,
he was offered the post of assistant
manager and then he became man-
ager two years ago. He took them
from the Vanarama League to the
Vanarama Conference. He was ap-
pointed headteacher of Locking
Stumps Community Primary School

in Warrington in 2017 having previ-
ously been deputy headteacher for
four years and before that was the
assistant headteacher at another
Warrington School. 

The second club is Marine A.F.C.
founded in 1894 and who play in the
eighth tier of the football pyramid.
They played eight FA Cup ties to
make it to the 3rd Round where they
pulled the plum tie of a home match
against Tottenham Hotspur. It is the
greatest gap between two sides in
the history of the FA Cup. Marine,
led by their captain and star striker,
PE teacher Niall Cummins, of the
Manchester Health Academy,
Wythenshawe, lost 5-0, but the
money made from the cup run will
have secured the financial future of
the club for many years to come.

Finally, is the story of Crawley
Town, a League Two side drawn at
home against the flamboyant, excit-
ing, and free scoring Premiership
side, Leeds United. After a nervy
start, Crawley Town were probably
happy to go in at half time at 0-0.
However, they were a team trans-
formed in the second half and
scored three times to win the tie.  

The team’s first goal was scored by
Nicholas Andrew Tsaroulla. He grew
up in Winchmore Hill in north Lon-
don and was educated at Southgate

School in Enfield. Like most non-
league players, he was an academy
player at a league club in his case
Tottenham Hotspur who signed him
after watching him play junior foot-
ball for Whetstone Wanderers aged
12. He had a very successful youth
career with the U18 team (winning
the 2014 South Korea Cup and the
2016 IMG Cup) and progressed into
the Development Squad and was on
the edge of the first team squad.  

However, he was badly injured in
a car crash in 2017 and was released
by the club in 2018 and spent a year
in rehabilitation. In May 2019. he
joined Brentford FC and played for
its ‘B’ team making 31 appearances,
but his one-year contract was not
renewed and in October 2020 he
signed for Crawley Town. Inter-
viewed by the BBC after the match
he was overcome with emotion and
broke down in tears as he recalled
his efforts to get back into football
and have a career in the game.

What can we take from these

three stories? In the case of Chorley,
it is that organisation goes a long
way. Chorley F.C. showed loyalty to
Verminglo and he has to the club.
He has had the time to build a good
side. With the money from the cup
run there is every chance for more
investment in players and progres-
sion up the pyramid. For Marine,
this is a once in a football club life-
time bonanza. The club, if prudent,
should be able to invest in facilities
to enable it to become financially
secure, and for Crawley Town, the
wonderful story of a player’s re-
silience, recovery, and redemption.  

Next year there will be other sto-
ries, other clubs, and other heroes.
Who will the clubs be? I have no
idea. Who will the ‘heroes’ be? I have
no idea, but I promise you one thing
they will be there because as we all
know it is a competition which al-
lows players to dream, clubs to get
financial lifelines, and communities
to come together. That, dear reader,
is ‘the magic of the cup’.

What’s the story?
3rd Round glory!

Crawley's giantkilling hero Nick Tsaroulla is interviewed by the BBC after
scoring to help knock Leeds United out of the FA Cup.

Connor Hall and Mike Calveley were the
men on target as Non-League Chorley

claimed a 2-0 victory last Saturday against
Championship side Derby County.


